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INDO-FRENCH FRIENDSHIP

MODI-MACRON
CELEBRATING FRIENDSHIP IN JAIPUR !

MONI SHARMA

he world is 
changing at a 
faster pace than 
ever it did in the 
past, and with 

this, a change in world order is 
also being observed. Once 
there was a bipolar world that 
slowly became unipolar and is 
now believed to be heading to-
wards being multipolar, where 
everyone would have a say in 
global problems and issues. 
However, this is also a time of 
deepening the pre-existing 
bonds and building new ones 
as well. As the world looks 
worried about the issues con-
cerning the West, the slowing 

of economies coupled with the 
problems besieging Europe, it 
is looking towards India for the 
‘answers’. And the answer, that 
India has, lies in partnerships 
and mutual respect. Perhaps 
that is why, all the nations in 
the world are looking to invest 
in India, purely because India 
means security of investment. 
Two ‘powerhouses’ of world 
politics—India and France—
are set to further strengthen 
their friendship and mutual re-
spect that was forged years 
ago. French President Emma-
nuel Macron has been invited 
to the Republic Day parade on 
January 26 as the Chief Guest. 
However, before this, he will 
be visiting Jaipur on January 

25 along with Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and witness the 
heritage and culture of ‘The 
Pink City’. France has been a 
close and strategic partner of 
India for a long time and this 
visit of the French President 
may further embolden that con-
nection. It is believed that talks 
between the two premiers may 
be held on varied issues includ-
ing defence equipment like Ra-
fale fighter jets and subma-
rines. What France may be 
looking forward to would be a 
secure investment opportunity. 
As India is poised to become 
the third biggest economy in 
the world, France and other na-
tions are looking forward to 
holding partnerships with India 

since ‘Bharat’ is the new ‘Land 
of Opportunities’ which be-
lieves in sharing its achieve-
ments, goodwill, and mutual 
respect with the world rather 
than keeping it locked for it-
self. To ensure that PM Modi 
and President Macron’s visit is 
one of the most memorable vis-
its of the premiers to any state 
of India, Chief Minister Bhajan 
Lal Sharma has been working 
round the clock and overseeing 
preparations. CM Sharma also 
hopes that Jaipur becomes 
the backdrop against which the 
Indo-French camaraderie un-
precedented heights and Ra-
jasthan emerges as a pivotal 
player in the mutual develop-
ment of India and France!
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PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA MODIPRESIDENT EMMANUEL MACRON



Nirmal Tiwari and 
Satyanarayan Sharma

Jaipur

At short notice, a long-term 
friend arrives. The President 

of the French Republic, Em-
manuel Macron, will visit 

India as the Chief Guest 
for India’s 75th Re-

public Day from 
January 25-26. 

PM Narendra 
Modi will 

be rolling 
out the 
red car-
pet for 
h i m 

f r o m 
Jaipur to 

New Delhi.
French Pres-

ident Emmanuel 
Macron to visit 

Jaipur today. He will 
begin his state visit by tour-
ing Amber Fort, the iconic 
Hawa Mahal and astro-
nomical observation site 
of Jantar Mantar. The 
French president will be 
received by Prime Min-

ister Narendra Modi, and both 
leaders will tour the pink city 
together.

Modi-Macron’s road show in 
Jaipur will prove to be all-round 
beneficial for Rajasthan and 
BJP. BJP will get political ben-
efits from the road show before 
the Lok Sabha elections. Fur-
thermore, tourism industry will 
get a boost in both the countries 
and the French funding agency 

can issue a project of Rs 2,000 
crore for environmental im-
provement and heritage devel-
opment in the state. 

Following their tour, Modi-
Macron will then hold in-depth 
bilateral talks. 

Macron will be the chief 
guest at the 75th Republic Day 
celebrations on January 26 in 
the national capital Delhi at the 
invitation of PM Modi.  P4

BONJOUR TO 
‘NaMoSTE’ 

 PM Modi-Macron to visit tourist sites, 
set Pink City aglow with their roadshow

Macron will attend the Republic Day 
parade as Chief Guest on Jan 26 in Delhi

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

PICTURE-PERFECT!

 Modi-Macron to visit Jantar 
Mantar, Hawa Mahal, relish tea

 Royal round-table dinner at 
the Hotel Taj Rambagh Palace

 The 2 leaders will discuss on 
the issues of defence, nuclear 
and student mobility

PM TO BEGIN LS CAMPAIGN 
FROM BULANDSHAHR TODAY

EAM JAISHANKAR REACHES 
JAIPUR TO REVIEW PREPS

PM Modi to kick off the 
campaign for a rare third term 
in 2024 from western Uttar 
Pradesh. The PM, who repre-
sents the Varanasi Lok Sabha 
constituency of eastern UP, will 
launch the election campaign 
from Bulandshahr today. 

External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar arrived in Jaipur on 
Wednesday night, preceding the 
visit of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and French 
President Em-
manuel Macron 
to the Pink City 
on Thursday. 
Upon landing 
at the airport, 
Jaishankar 
proceeded to 
Hotel Taj Ram-
bagh Palace.

VIKSIT BHARAT SANKALP YATRA IN JODHPUR

OUR RESOLVE 
IS “DEVELOPED 
INDIA”, SAYS CM

In what could be termed as BJP’s big plan regarding 
Ram Lalla darshan, CMs of BJP ruled states will have 
darshan of Ram Lalla. All CMs will visit with the entire 
cabinet. Thus, Chief Minister Bhajan Lal Sharma will 

also go to Ayodhya for darshan of Ram Lalla with the 
entire cabinet on February 12.     Aishwary Pradhan

Rajeev Gaur and Shivprakash Purohit

Jodhpur

hief Minister 
Bhajan Lal 
Sharma on 

Wednesday said that un-
der the able leadership of 
PM Modi, work is being 
done for the welfare of 
the poor with promise of 
making India a devel-
oped nation by year 2047 
and Antyodaya. “In this 
direction, Viksit Bharat 
Sankalp Yatra was start-
ed to provide the benefits 
of Central and State Gov-
ernment schemes to ev-
ery citizen, which has 
strengthened the person 
sitting at the last position. 
Now eligible beneficia-
ries will get the full rights 
of the schemes in a fair 

manner without any 
‘cut’,” Sharma was ad-
dressing the public meet-
ing after observing the 
“Viksit Bharat Sankalp 
Yatra” camp organized in 

Boranada, Jodhpur. He 
said that under leadership 
of the PM, our country is 
setting new records of 
development and prog-
ress in every field.  

Chief Minister Bhajan Lal Sharma, Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Sri 
Sri Ravi Shankar and others during inauguration of Sri Sri Ravi 
Shankar Blood Donation Centre in Jodhpur on Wednesday.
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Don’t visit Ayodhya till 
March: Modi tells mins
Cabinet hails PM Modi for Ram temple consecration ceremony

First India Bureau

New Delhi/Ayodhya

PM Narendra Modi on 
Wednesday requested his 
cabinet colleagues to 
avoid visiting the Ram 
temple in Ayodhya as of 
now. The PM suggested 
that due to the heavy rush 
and to prevent inconven-
ience to the public caused 
by VIPs with protocols, 
Union ministers should 
plan their visits to Ayod-
hya in March. Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh 
read out a resolution on 
behalf of his ministerial 
colleagues, Union minis-
ter Anurag Thakur said. 
Such an occasion has 
never occurred because 
the work accomplished 
through Modi is unparal-
leled in history, he said.

A glimpse of ‘Balak Ram’ idol 
in Ayodhya on Wednesday.

Union Minister Anurag Thakur  
addresses media, Wednesday

COAL GASIFICATION
`13,052 CRORE

`11,782 CRORE

`8,500 CRORE

CABINET OF MILLENIUM!
The Union Cabinet 
on Wednesday gave 
itself the tag of the 

“Cabinet of the Millennium” 
thanking Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi for inaugu-
rating the Ram Mandir in 
Ayodhya which, it said, had 
become a never seen be-
fore mass public campaign.

MAMATA BANERJEE INJURED IN CAR ACCIDENT
WB CM and TMC 
Chief Mamata Ba-
nerjee got injured in 

a minor car accident while 
returning from Bardhaman 
to Kolkata on Wednesday. 
Didi was returning in the 
car due to bad weather. A 
car suddenly came in front 
of her convoy due to which 
the driver abruptly applied 
brakes, which injured CM.

Coal to Synthetic Natural 
Gas Project

Coal to Ammonium Nitrate 

Incentive Scheme for Coal 
Gasifi cation Projects 

First India Bureau

Moscow

Russia’s Defense Minis-
try on Wednesday ac-
cused Ukrainian forces 
of shooting down a mili-
tary transport plane, kill-
ing all 74 people aboard, 
including 65 Ukrainian 
prisoners of war being 
swapped. It wasn’t im-

mediately clear what 
caused the crash in the 
Belgorod region. Russian 
state news agency, citing 
ministry, reported that 
POWs were being trans-
ported to border region 
for a prisoner exchange.

First India Bureau

Kolkata

Mamata Banerjee and 
Congress’s attempt at a 
‘marriage of conveni-
ence’ in West Bengal 
could well be over after 
the Chief Minister an-
nounced on Wednesday 
that her Trinamool Con-
gress would contest the 
upcoming Lok Sabha 
elections alone.

Ending the uneasy 

calm between the two 
INDIA bloc partners, Ba-
nerjee alleged that the 
Congress had “rejected 
all her seat-sharing pro-
posals”, adding that the 
Trinamool would contest 
all 42 seats in Bengal.

‘Ukraine shot plane 
carrying 65 POWs’

It’s over, says Mamata as 
she calls off Cong alliance

Russian govt accuses 
Ukraine of shooting 
down military plane

Video grab shows Russian plane carrying 74 people, including 65 
Ukrainian prisoners of war (POWs) crashed in Moscow on Wednesday.

Shortly before crash, 
Governor, said on 

his Telegram that a 
“missile alert” had 
been triggered and 
warned residents

NEET aspirant from
UP hangs self in Kota

Gul Mohammad

Kota

A 19-year-old NEET 
aspirant from Uttar 
Pradesh allegedly died 
by suicide by hanging 
himself from a ceiling 
fan in his hostel room 
here, police said on 
Wednesday. It is the 
first case of suspected 
student suicide in the 
coaching hub this year. 
Deceased Mohammad 
Zaid was earlier study-
ing in Allen Coaching 
Institute in Kota, after 
which he took admis-

sion in Unacademy 
Coaching Institute and 
after that when he got 
dengue, he joined the 
online class of Un-
academy. Kota Hostel 
Association President 
Naveen Mittal said 
that fan room was not 
equipped with anti-
suicide device.

CM SHARMA & CABINET TO 
VISIT AYODHYA ON FEB 12

NATIONAL VOTERS’ DAY

PM Modi hosted by Macron for a State Banquet in Paris.

Macron takes selfi e with Modi in Paris on July 15, 2023.

PM Narendra Modi being conferred with the ‘Grand Cross 
of the Legion of Honour’- France’s highest award by 
President Emmanuel Macron in Paris on July 14, 2023. 

SENSEX

71,060.31
689.77

BSE
21,453.95

215.15 

NIFTY

UHM Amit Shah releases 
a postage stamp during 
inaugural ceremony of 
commemoration of birth 
centenary of Karpoori 
Thakur on Wednesday.

IN BRIEF

Justice Prasanna Varale 
appointed SC judge
New Delhi: The Centre 
on Wednesday cleared the 
appointment of Karnataka 
High Court Chief Justice 
Prasanna B Varale as 
judge of the Supreme 
Court. Once Justice Va-
rale takes oath, the top 
court will attain its full 
strength of 34 judges, in-
cluding the CJI.

Sony cancels $10 bn deal, 
Zee initiates legal action
New Delhi: Broadcasting 
giant Zee Entertainment 
Enterprises (ZEEL) has 
taken legal action by ap-
proaching the National 
Company Law Tribunal 
(NCLT) after Culver Max 
Entertainment (formerly 
Sony Pictures India) ter-
minated the $10 billion 
merger deal.

Gyanvapi: ASI survey 
report to be made public
Varanasi: A court in Var-
anasi on Wednesday di-
rected that the Archaeo-
logical Survey of India 
(ASI)’s scientific survey 
report on the Gyanvapi 
Mosque complex be made 
public and hard copies be 
shared with both the Hin-
du and Muslim parties, 
advocate said.

https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029VaD3hP72v1ImJ8vJ9z2d
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सूचना एवं जनसक�  �वभाग, राजान
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A head of PM Narendra Modi’s visit to Jaipur, rehearsal 
was done on Wednesday in view of VVIP movement. 
Under the rehearsal from airport to Amer, traffic in 

walled city was halted. The security squad of French Presi-
dent will arrive in the morning 
and take over the responsibil-
ity of security. At the same 
time, SPG and police officers 
will also strengthen security 
cordon. Rehearsal of all this 
was also done on Wednes-
day. The visit of Modi-Macron 
is being considered very im-
portant from the point of view 
of branding of Rajasthan 
tourism. This will open doors 
for mutual tourism, trade & 
technical cooperation.  
   Satyanarayan Sharma

CM REVIEWS PREPS

‘Jaipurites eager to welcome Modi & Macron’
First India Bureau

Jaipur

ith regards to 
meeting regard-
ing preparations 

for PM Modi’s visit, of-
ficials were called to the 
CMO on Wednesday and 
CM Bhajanlal Sharma 
reached CMO after ob-
serving PM’s route. Shar-
ma chaired a meeting and 
took feedback of senior 
officials in CMO regard-
ing PM’s visit. 

In BJP office a meeting 
was held on Wednesday 
regarding the arrange-
ments for the road show 

of French President Em-
manuel Macron and 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi in Jaipur. Chief 
Minister Bhajan Lal Shar-
ma and BJP State Presi-
dent CP Joshi gave neces-
sary guidelines to the of-

ficials present in the meet-
ing regarding the arrange-
ments for the program.

Joshi said that the peo-
ple of Jaipur are eager to 
welcome popular Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and French President Em-

manuel Macron. State 
Vice President Mukesh 
Dadhich said that the peo-
ple of the city will not 
face any problem in this 
road show nor will traffic 
system be disrupted.

In the meeting of work-

ing arrangements, state 
co-incharge Vijaya Ra-
hatkar, election manage-
ment committee convenor 
Narayan Panchariya, BJP 
state vice president 
Mukesh Dadhich, Shra-
van Singh Bagdi, state 
minister Pinkesh Porwal, 
BJP city district president 
Raghav Sharma, North 
District President Shyam 
Sharma, South District 
President Rajesh Gurjar, 
state spokesperson Lax-
mikant Bhardwaj, media 
coordinator Pramod 
Vashishtha and social me-
dia coordinator Hirendra 
Kaushik were present.

Bhajan Lal Sharma, CP Joshi, Vijaya Rahatkar, Narayan Panchariya, Mukesh Dadhich at BJP Hqs on Wednesday.
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Breaking protocols: World leaders explore India beyond Delhi

Vijendar Singh

Jaipur

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will be showcasing 
another gem to the world 
in the form of Pink City 
as he hosts French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron 
in Jaipur on Thursday.

Macron is on a two-day 
state visit to India, where 
he will be the chief guest 
on the occasion of the 
75th Republic Day cele-
brations in New Delhi.

Macron’s visit breaks 
away from the traditional 
protocol of hosting world 
leaders only in the na-
tional capital. It is Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi’s initiative to offer 
unique glimpses of In-
dia’s diverse heritage and 
landscapes to visiting 
foreign state heads, 
where he has been em-
phasising his commit-
ment to showcasing In-
dia’s rich tapestry, from 
spirituality, heritage, and 
royal splendour to cut-
ting-edge technology.

MODI-MACRON VISIT: JAIPUR TO 
MAKE A ROYAL STATEMENT
l In a departure from tradition, French 
President Emmanuel Macron is set to discover 
the vibrant hues of India not in the national 
capital, but in the enchanting city of Jaipur. 

l Focus now shifts to Rajasthan, providing CM 
Bhajan Lal Sharma with an unprecedented 
opportunity to spotlight the State’s rich culture 
and heritage on the global stage

A WATERSHED MOMENT 
FOR RAJASTHAN

PM SHOWCASING INDIA’S DIVERSE CULTURE TO FOREIGN DELEGATES
	z PM Modi’s innovative 
approach to diplomatic 
engagements began in 
September 2014, when 
Chinese President Xi 
Jinping was welcomed in 
Ahmedabad instead of 
Delhi, setting a new trend. 

	zGerman Chancellor 
Angela Merkel joined PM 
Modi in Bengaluru for a 
business event on Indus-
try 4.0 in October 2015. 

	z In December 2015, 
PM Modi and the late 
Japanese Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe attended the 
Ganga Aarti at Varanasi, 
highlighting the Partner 
City Agreement between 
Kyoto and Varanasi.

	z In 2016, French President 
Francois Hollande visited 
Chandigarh, where he 
and PM Modi explored 
the iconic Rock Garden. 

	z The late Shinzo Abe 
returned to India in 
2017, and the lead-
ers inaugurated the 
foundation stone for the 
Ahmedabad-Mumbai bul-
let train project.
	z In 2018, President 
Macron visited Vara-
nasi, inaugurating Uttar 
Pradesh’s largest solar 
power plant. 
	z In 2020, US President 

Donald Trump was 
hosted in Ahmedabad 
for the Namaste Trump 
event, drawing a crowd 
of over 100,000 at the 
Motera stadium.

	zCanadian Prime Min-
ister Justin Trudeau’s 
2021 visit included 
stops at the Golden 
Temple in Amritsar, the 
Sabarmati Ashram in 
Gujarat, and Mumbai.

This isn’t the first time 
PM Narendra Modi has 
extended invitations 
to world leaders to 
explore various cities 
across the country. 
This is Macron’s third 
visit to India, where he 
has earlier visited 
Varanasi & New Delhi 

he visit marks a watershed moment in Ra-
jasthan’s history as President Macron’s will 
come face to face with the iconic historical 
monuments, 

including Amber Fort, the 
Hawa Mahal, and the Jan-
tar Mantar astronomical 
observation, the heritage 
sites of Jaipur. Macron’s 
Jaipur visit will shift the 
focus to Rajasthan, thus 
allowing Chief Minister 
Bhajan Lal Sharma to 
showcase the state on the 
global stage. 
Additionally, the spots 
that have been chosen 
for the foreign dignitary’s 
visit have a marvellous 
architectural history, which 
helped Jaipur acquire 
the tag of a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site. The 
city was nominated for 
its value as an exem-
plary development in town 
planning and architecture 
that demonstrates an amalgamation and important 
exchange of ideas in the late medieval period. The 
itinerary planned for PM Modi and Macron is such 
that he will get a taste of Jaipur’s heritage and the 
taste of Jaipur’s royalty and manuhaar.

T

CITY DECKED UP, REHEARSAL HELD

PROPOSED 
ITINERARY 
l 14:30 HRS 
Arrival at Jpr Airport
l 15:15 HRS 
Visit Amber Fort
l 17:30 HRS 
Visit Jantar Mantar
l 18:00 HRS 
Road Show 
Venue: Jantar Mantar
l 18:15 HRS 
Visit Hawa Mahal
l 19:15 HRS 
Meeting with PM 
Modi at Hotel Taj 
Rambagh Palace
l 20:50 HRS 
Emplane for Delhi

Amber Fort to 
remain closed 
today for visitors

Dummy cavalcade of PM Narendra Modi during the rehearsals at 
Albert Hall in Jaipur on Wednesday.  SUNIL SHARMA

Officials santizing the shops near Hawa Mahal in Jaipur ahead of VIP visit, scheduled for today. Hoarding of ‘India-France Frienship’ at Bais Godam in Jaipur on Wednesday.  SANTOSH SHARMA

Officials taking stock of preps and arrangements at Jantar Mantar on Wednesday.  SUNIL SHARMA

Huge hoardings have been placed near Rambagh welcoming PM Narendra Modi and French President Emmanuel Macron on Wednesday.  SANTOSH SHARMA

Nirmal Tiwari

Jaipur

Tourists will not be able 
to see Amber fort on 
Thursday as it will re-
main closed in view of 
Modi-Macron visit. In 
such a situation, the tour-
ists of Palace on Wheels 
will be shifted to another 
place. The 14th edition of 
PoW began on Wednes-
day evening as 18 tourists 
from 7 countries partici-
pated in this tour. Palace 
on Wheels will reach 
Jaipur on Thursday morn-
ing and O&M team will 
hold elephant village and 
lion safari to royal guests.

13,000 STUDENTS TO 
WELCOME PM MODI AND 
EMMANUEL MACRON

A bout 13,000 school 
students and oth-
ers will line up and 

welcome Macron from 
state hangar and along the 
JLN Marg. Various cultural 
events are also planned 
wherein guests will be 
treated to folk songs and 
dances like Kachchi Ghodi, 
Kalbeliya, Ghoomer. Nagada 
and Langa & Manganiyars  
will also welcome them. 
They will also be accorded  
a ceremonial welcome  
at Jaleb Chowk in  
Amber Fort. 
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PROFESSIONAL PREMIER TENNIS LEAGUE 2024 SEASON-1 

Inaugural Tennis showdown begins
First India Bureau

Jaipur

xcitement is 
reaching a cre-
scendo as the 

countdown begins for the 
grand inauguration of the 
Professional Premier 
Tennis League 2024 Sea-
son-1, set to unfold at the 
prestigious Jaipur Club 
from January 25 to 28. 

Under the esteemed 
banner of the Social Pre-
mier Sports League 
(SPSL), the event prom-
ises a spectacular clash 
among 16 teams from all 
over the country, compet-

ing for the coveted title. 
More than 150 players 
are to participate enthusi-
astically and unify 
through spirit of tennis.

To be inaugurated at 
3:00 PM by distinguished 
Chief Guests, Pawan 
Arora—IAS Officer 
of the Govern-
ment of Ra-
jasthan (Retd.), 
CEO and Man-
aging Editor of 
First India 
News, State 
M e r i t 
Ho lde r, 
6 - t i m e 
Wo r l d 

Record Holder, and 
SKOCH Gold Awardee. 
Joining him is  Raju Lal 
Choudhary, a Pro Kabad-
di star. He has been the 
gold medalist at 2018 
Dubai kabaddi masters, 
and a bronze medalist at 
2018 asian games. The 

league is touted to be 
the first of its kind in 
India.

Organized by Er. 
Virendra Singh and 
Dr. Charu Sukhlecha, 

Sanjeev Dha-
wan, Dr. 
J a y a n t 
S e n , 
Gaurav 

Bhargava, Anshuman 
Sharma, Ketan Sharma, 
Ajinkya Bunkar, Tulsi 
Mathur, Dr. Diwakar 
Bhargava, & Ravi Vyas, 
this inaugural ceremony, 
embraces players from 
diverse backgrounds.

The organizers empha-
size event’s unique fu-
sion celebrating tennis 
excellence while promot-
ing women’s empower-
ment and sustainability. 
As the city gears up for 
the upcoming tennis ac-
tion, the nation eagerly 
awaits unveiling of the 
ultimate tennis champi-
ons during the event. 
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Rajasthan leads in Viksit 
Bharat Sankalp Yatra: CM

11.77 lakh people join Sankalp Yatra

  Rajeev Gaur & 
 Shivprakash Purohit

Jodhpur

Chief Minister Bhajan 
Lal Sharma said that so 
far more than 3.29 crore 
people have participated 
in the Viksit Bharat 
Sankalp Yatra camps at 
11478 places in the state. 
“In this, Rajasthan ranks 

first in the country. The 
benefits of Kisan Credit 
Card have reached more 
than 11.59 lakh farmers 
in the camps. 

Rajasthan is also at 
first place. Jodhpur also 
has a special contribution 
in the success of this 
campaign. More than 
11.77 lakh people have 
participated in 441 camps 

here. Health check-up of 
about 6.91 lakh people 
has been done, and about 
25 thousand Kisan Cred-
it Cards have been giv-
en,” he said.

Sharma said that govt 
is determined to fulfill 
the promises made to the 
common people. “In this 
series, the state govern-
ment has started provid-

ing gas cylinders for Rs 
450 from Jan 1,” he said.
On this occasion, Union 
Jal Shakti Minister Ga-
jendra Singh Shekhawat 
said that we all will have 
to play an important role 
in making India a devel-
oped nation by 2047. 
Also, he distributed 
checks under various 
schemes to beneficiaries.

(L) Bhajan Lal Sharma with Sri Sri Ravishankar in Jodhpur. (R) Bhajan Lal Sharma, GS Shekhawat, Satish Poonia and other leaders 
unveiling of the statue of late Ram Singh Parihar at Jodhpur on Wednesday.

Jodhpur’s Special Role: SAI’s Fit India Week concludes

Dy CM Diya calls on 
youth; encourages 
healthy lifestyle

Nirmal Tiwari 

Jaipur

Deputy Chief Minister, 
Diya Kumari attended 
the closing ceremony of 
SAI’s (Sports Authority 
of India) Fit India Week 
at Vidyadhar Nagar Sta-
dium as the Chief Guest. 

During the pro-
gramme, children gave 
various presentations to 
spread awareness regard-
ing sports. Diya Kumari 
called upon everyone to 
adopt a healthy and fit 
lifestyle. She said that 
through SAI, the youth 

and players of the coun-
try have got the opportu-
nity and encouragement 
to showcase their talent. 
In this modern era of 
competition, it is crucial 
for the body to stay ac-
tive and healthy. 

By being physically 
and mentally healthy, a 
person can work with 
more energy in life and 
contribute to his or her 
own development as well 
as the development of the 
country, she said.

MP Ramcharan  
Bohra also participated 
in the programme. 

Diya Kumari along with Ramcharan Bohra, felicitates a student 
during the closing ceremony of ‘Fit India Week-2024’ in Jaipur.

Kalraj Mishra and PC Bairwa at the 2nd convocation ceremony of 
Dr Bhimrao Ambedkar Law University on Wednesday.

Om Birla shares a meal with women of a self-help group during 

‘Tiffin With Didi’ programme at Barod village in Kota on Wednesday.

Six collectors 
and thirty-three 
officials to be 
honoured today 

Dy CMs, Raj 
ministers to 
unfurl the flags 
on 26th January

Shivendra Singh Parmar  

Jaipur

A State level function 
will be organised to hon-
our 34 officers and repre-
sentatives on the Nation-
al Voter’s Day. The event 
will be held on January 
25, Thursday at the RIC 
at 11 am. The three offic-
ers in charge of sweep in 
assembly elections Dr. 
Shilpa Singh, Kanishk 
Kataria, and Mamta Ti-
wari will be honoured. 

2 SPs Tejaswini Gau-
tam and Mridul Kachha-
wa will also be honoured. 
The list of officers and 
representatives include 
IG Law & Order Gaurav 
Srivastava, NCB Jodh-
pur-Jaipur Zonal Direc-
tor Ghanshyam Soni, IG 
Police Range Jaipur 
Umesh Chandra Dutta, 
Dy CEO IT Manju Rani, 
and Asst Administrative 
Officer Rishabh Sharma. 

Six EROs, Trilokchand 
Meena, Sandeep Chaud-
hary, Satyanarayan, 
Narendra Kumar Mee-
na, Samander Singh 
Bhati, Hukmichhad will 
also be honoured.

Dr Rituraj Sharma

Jaipur

The Deputy Chief Minis-
ter and other Ministers 
will unfurl the flags on 
Republic Day, i.e. 26 
January 2024, in several 
districts across the state. 

Deputy CM Diya Ku-
mari will unfurl the flag 
in Dudu, while Deputy 
CM Dr Premchand Bair-
wa will unfurl the flag in 
Jhunjhunu. Similarly, Ki-
rori Lal Meena, Rajya-
vardhan Singh Rathore 
and Madan Dilawar will 
unfurl the flag in Dausa, 
Jodhpur and Sawai Mad-
hopur respectively. 

Minister Jogaram Pa-
tel will unfurl the flag in 
Jalore, and Suresh Singh 
Rawat in Ajmer. In Bea-
war and Bikaner the flag 
unfurling will be done by 
Avinash Gehlot and Su-
mit Godara respectively.

Furthermore, the Divi-
sional Commissioner 
will unfurl the flag in the 
remaining divisional 
headquarters, while  
the Collector will unfurl 
the flag at the district 
Headquarters. 

Guv Mishra advocates 
constitutional values 
in legal education

Om Birla addresses 
issues, unveils projects 
worth crores in Barod

Bharat Dixit

Jaipur

Governor Kalraj Mishra 
has called for maximum 
Indianisation of law edu-
cation. He has said that 
law universities should 
prepare students to work 
for equal rights of citi-
zens while having faith in 
the Constitution under 
the education of law. He 
also discussed the three 
new laws passed in the 
Parliament.

During this, he said 
that there has been a ma-
jor change in the legal 
field in the country with 
the introduction of these 
laws in place of the laws 
dating back to the British 
era. Governor Mishra 
was addressing the sec-

ond convocation ceremo-
ny of Dr Bhimrao 
Ambedkar Law Univer-
sity on Wednesday. 

He urged the teachers 
imparting legal educa-
tion to continuously up-
date the students along 
with the textbooks.

  Bhanwar S Charan & 
Lalit Bansal

Bundi

Lok Sabha Speaker Om 
Birla reached Baraud in 
Digod subdivision area 
of Bundi and interacted 
with women and heard 
their problems.

Birla was welcomed 
by many BJP members 
including Municipal 
President Rajni Soni, 
Pradhan Rinku Meena & 
others. Birla laid the 
foundation stone of the 
indoor stadium to be built 
at a cost of Rs 4.5 crore.

Speaker Om Birla also 
inaugurated and laid the 
foundation stone of the 
development works 
worth about Rs 36 crore 
in the Panchayat Samiti 

area and addressed the 
public.

“It is very important 
for the public representa-
tive to have the mindset 
to solve the problems of 
the area. Only then can 
development work be 
done,” he said.

COMMITTEE FORMED 
FOR SANSKRIT UNIV

 In a big move, the 
Governor formed 
a committee to 

investigate the functioning 
of the Sanskrit University. 
A 3-member committee will 
investigate the functioning 
of the university and submit 
its report within seven days. 
Former Vice Chancellor JP 
Sharma will be the coordi-
nator of the committee. 
  Vinod Singh Chouhan

2k contractual employees sacked from service
Abhishek Shrivastava

Jaipur

In a big update, the ser-
vices of retired personnel 
employed in develop-
ment authorities, city im-
provement trusts, mu-
nicipal corporations, mu-

nicipalities and city 
councils across the state 
have been terminated. 
The UDH-LSG termi-
nated services by issuing 
orders and instructions to 
all bodies. Acting on the 
complaints about several 
retired personnel being 

employed in these insti-
tutions, UDH Minister 
Jhabar Singh Kharra took 
action. It was said in the 
complaints that these 
personnel are carrying 
out important work in an 
irresponsible manner. Af-
ter the orders of the state 

government, the JDA 
came into action and ter-
minated the services of 
its retired personnel 
which were placed 
through an agency. 

The order comes after 
a surprise visit of JDA by 
CS Sudhansh Pant.

SHRC’s GK 
Vyas & Mahesh 
Goyal retire 

ACB nabs police 
constable with 
`3,000 bribe

4 Officers to be awarded 
President’s Police Medal

Dr Prashakha Mathur Prem Singh Bhimsen Sharma

Kamal Kant Sharma

Jaipur

The State Human Rights 
Commission Chairman 
Justice Gopal Krishna 
Vyas and a member Ma-
hesh Goyal retired on 
Wednesday. The farewell 
ceremony was held to 
mark the completion of a 
three-year tenure. 

On the occasion, Jus-
tice Vyas said that the rec-
ommendations they made 
in the three years when 
they were in the commis-
sion were followed very 
well by the authorities. 
He hoped they continue 
to serve human rights.

Shubham Jain  

Ajmer

 A squad from the ACB 
apprehended a police-
man while accepting a Rs 
3,000 bribe. 
The accused 
is currently 
stationed at 
the Nasir-
abad City 
Police Station. Rajendra 
Khatik constable was 
harassing a complainent 
by seeking a bribe of Rs 
3,000 as monthly deten-
tion in exchange for con-
tinuing the LPG gas re-
filling operation in nu-
merous vehicles.  

First India Bureau

Jaipur

On the occasion of Re-
public Day, a state-level 
event will be held at SMS 
stadium in Jaipur, where 
4 police officers, for their 
outstanding services, will 
be honored with the Pres-
ident’s Police Medals.

The recipi-
ents of 
Medals in-
clude Dr. 
Prashakha 
M a t h u r , 
B r i j e s h 
K u m a r 
N i g a m .

Bhimsen Sharma & Prem 
Singh.

Lok Sabha Speaker 
Om Birla said that 

Lord Ram is seated at 
his place in Ayodhya 

after hundreds of 
years, it is a matter of 
great fortune for the 
people of India and 
every person of the 

country had the 
feeling that Lord Ram 
Lala should be seated 

in his temple

Protest halts in Amrish murder case

Wajahat Akhtar

Tonk

The continuous dem-
onstration outside 
Mehndwas police sta-
tion over the Amrish 
Meena murder case 
stopped on the sug-
gestion of Tonk Su-
perintendent of Police 
Rajarshi Raj Verma. 

SP Verma visited 
the protest location 
and the demonstration 
was called off after he 
provided a guarantee. 
The Police will per-
form a polygraphy test 
based on the sequence 
of events. In addition, 
independent cyber ex-
perts will be brought 
in for the case. 

FIVE SUSPECTS BOOKED IN SENIOR TEACHER 
RECRUITMENT FRAUD CASE, 1 NABBED FROM JPR

A case has been filed at Civil Lines police station for 
appointing a fake candidate in Senior Teacher Recruit-
ment Examination 2022. The report is issued against 

a total of five suspects at the police station. 2 accused are 
from the Sanchore, one from Jalore, one from Barmer, and 
one from Udaipur. Yesterday, the commission handed over 
accused Harishchandra to the police. While in Jaipur, police 
nabbed the culprit Ashok Vishnoi in dummy candidate case.

COUNCILLOR BEATS 
JEN IN HIS OFFICE

Alwar: JEN of the 
Alwar Municipal 
Corporation was 

slapped by a councilor. The 
mayor himself had sum-
moned him to his apartment. 
There was a discussion 
over road lighting. JEN 
said that mayor wanted a 
bribe for building work in his 
ward. JEN received medical 
treatment in hospital, and 
a report was filed with the 
police. The situation will 
become clear after an inves-
tigation.   Ashvini Yadav

MAN POSING AS CBI 
OFFICER ARRESTED

Udaipur:The police 
arrested a man pos-
ing as a CBI officer. 

The accused, Sunil Kumar 
had booked a room in 
Circuit House by posing as 
a CBI officer. Circuit House 
Manager informed the 
police after he found Sunil 
Kumar’s activities to be 
suspicious. Hathipol police 
arrested the fake CBI officer 
and his three associates 
who were accompanying 
him. The police is interro-
gating all the accused.

HUSBAND CRUSHES 
WIFE WITH STONES

Jodhpur: A Man 
violently murdered 
his wife in Jaloda, 

crushing her with stones 
and throwing the body into 
the bushes. Tulchharam 
brutally murdered his wife 
Archana by smashing her 
with stones in a remote 
area. They got married just 
9 months ago. Police have 
arrested the accused.

DRIVER BOOKED FOR 
MOLESTING MINOR 

Jaipur: A 10-yr-old 
girl was abused by 
a van driver within 

Malpura Gate Police Sta-
tion area. The driver was 
driving her to school and 
back. A case has been 
filed in response to fam-
ily’s complaints. Driver 
Balbir Singh, is named as 
accused in the complaint.  
  Satyanarayan Sharma

CRIME 
ROUNDUP

Brijesh Kumar



s if the BJP-
led Centre’s 
decision to 
honour Kar-
poori Thakur 

with Bharat Ratna was not 
enough to pull the plug on 
INDIA bloc. The politics of 
selection clearly reflects the 
vision, nature and values of 
political parties. 

In the recent incident of 
conferment of the Bharat 
Ratna on Karpoori Thakur 
reveals the fact that the 
“new BJP” under the lead-
ership of PM Narendra 
Modi is trying to bring to-
gether the so-far-unheard 
voices from the marginal-
ised sections and amal-
gamate them into the 
mainstream arena.

And the INDIA bloc all 
this while simply watched 
the proceedings… or rather 
did they have anything to 
do? Meanwhile, the politi-
cal script in India is highly 
uncertain. Even as the Gan-
dhi Scion on Tuesday even-
ing declared that he is “very 
close” to Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Banerjee 
and the state Congress chief 
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury’s 
sharp remarks against the 
Trinamool Congress chief 
on seat-sharing talks 
“won’t matter” and he also 
added that the seat negotia-
tion with the TMC is on 
track, hardly 20 hours after 
this confident statement by 
Rahul… the TMC supre-
mo presented a political 
beamer.

Post-noon on Wednes-
day, Mamata Banerjee said 
TMC will contest the elec-
tions for Bengal’s 42 Lok 
Sabha seats on its own 
steam, and only consider a 
pan-India alliance with the 
Grand Old Party only after 
the results are declared. The 
TMC supremo’s words 
have delivered, it seems, a 
final blow to hopes that the 
two parties - widely per-
ceived as important mem-
bers of the INDIA bloc - 
will reach any agreement.

Rahul had said, “The ne-
gotiation’s results will come 
out, I will not comment on 
it. But Mamata Banerjee is 
very close to me and our 
party.” “Yes, sometimes, 
Congress and Trinamool 
Congress leaders criticise 
each other’s party. But they 
are natural things, it hap-
pens. But they are not going 
to disrupt the relations be-
tween the Congress and the 
TMC,” he added.

While Mamata Banerjee 
is known to pull no punches 
when it comes to the Grand 
Old Party, political analysts, 
however, did not have the 
best of their gut feelings 
with the Bengal “jodi” in 
the INDIA bloc and could 
never vouch for the fact that 
ALL IS WELL.

Decades of rivalry has 
however had its share of 
challenges and subsequent 
outbursts from both sides 
have kept political grape-
vine wondering whether all 
this “bonhomie” seen at 
meetings in only on paper 
and not in hard reality. 

Earlier this month, Ben-
gal Congress chief Adhir 
Ranjan Choudhury, who 
was against an alliance with 
the Trinamool Congress, 
targeted Mamata Banerjee 
again and again.

While Mamata has good 
rapport with Sonia Gandhi, 
her relation with Rahul 
Gandhi on most occasions 
have been inexplicable. She 
has already made it clear 
that her party was not inter-
ested in allowing the Con-
gress to contest in Bengal. 
“INDIA alliance will be 

present in entire India and 
in Bengal the Trinamool 
Congress will fight. In Ben-
gal it is only the Trinamool 
Congress that can teach the 
BJP a lesson. It can show 
the entire country the path 
to victory, not any other 
party,” she has said.

Strangely just 20 hours 
after Rahul said he had spo-
ken to Mamata, the TMC 
boss had this to say, “I had 
no discussions with the 
Congress. I have always 
said that in Bengal, we will 
fight alone. I gave them (the 
Congress) many propos-
als... but they rejected them. 
I am not concerned about 
what will be done in the 
(rest of the) country... but 
we are a secular party and, 
in Bengal, we alone will de-
feat BJP.”

In further signs of fraying 
tempers, she also hit out at 
Congress MP Rahul Gandhi 
and his ‘Bharat Jodo Nyay 
Yatra’, which is expected to 
enter Bengal on Thursday 
but might skip Kolkata. 
“They are coming to my 
state... but did not have 
courtesy to inform me, even 
though I am part of the IN-
DIA bloc. So there is no 
relations with me, as far as 
Bengal is concerned,” she 
told reporters.

The Trinamool vs Con-
gress squabble over seat-
sharing, and the bloc’s per-
ception of how INDIA 
might defeat PM Modi and 
his BJP, has yielded no ap-
parent resolution. The Con-
gress has, so far, ignored 
deadlines to close a deal.

A senior Trinamool lead-

er, on condition of anonym-
ity, told news agency PTI, 
“(Ms Banerjee) said, ‘Don’t 
think about seat-sharing 
with Congress’... she said 
she offered two seats but 
they demanded 10-12”. Tri-
namool spokesperson Ku-
nal Ghosh last week warned 
the Congress against “un-
justified bargaining”.

Meanwhile, Ms Baner-
jee, in a show of strength, 
has directed party leaders in 
Birbhum and Murshidabad 
district to begin planning 
for the combined five Lok 
Sabha seats on their own. 
The latter is key because 
one of its three seats is Con-
gress MP Adhir Ranjan 
Chowdhury’s constituency 
of Berhampore. 

Meanwhile, the Trina-
mool is also unhappy over 
the Congress’ refusal to 
play second fiddle to re-
gional parties wherever it is 
required. The Congress has 
already been criticised for 
this by Samajwadi Party 
chief Akhilesh Yadav after 
it refused to share seats for 
November’s MP election.

Mamata on Monday said 
the Congress was welcome 
to fight 300 seats on its 
own, but urged the party to 
surrender some seats to re-
gional parties that will have 
the best chance of defeating 
the BJP. 

“I have the power to take 
on the BJP, but some people 
don’t want to listen to us 
about seat-sharing. If you 
don’t want to fight the BJP, 
then at least don’t give away 
seats to it,” the fiery Trina-
mool leader said. 

Mamata is one of the 
few opposition leaders to 
have enjoyed electoral suc-
cess against the BJP in re-
cent years. In 2019 too she 
ensured her party had an 
edge, winning 22 seats. 
That, though was far less 
than the 34 from five years 
ago and the BJP rose from 
just two to 18.

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY 
THE AUTHOR ARE PERSONAL
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Be careful, however, that the 
exercise of your rights does not 
become a stumbling block to 
the weak. 

BIBLE

SAGARDIGHI
WIN HAD ALSO 

IRKED TMC

Congress candidate Bai-
ron Biswas, backed by the 

Left, won the  
Sagardighi Assembly 
bypoll by a margin of 

22,986 votes in March 
2023, defeating Trina-

mul’s Debasish Banerjee 
in a constituency that 

has around 65 per cent 
minority population and 

whose support contributed 
to the ruling party’s stellar 
performance in the 2021 

Assembly elections.

While Biswas’ victory also 
ensured Congress repre-

sentation in the Bengal As-
sembly, as the party had 
failed to win any seat in 

the 2021 polls, the bypoll 
result had also relegated 
the BJP to a distant third. 

Both state Congress chief 
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury 

and CPM’s state secretary 
Md Salim said the win 

reaffirmed their claims that 
it was possible to defeat 

the Trinamul and the BJP 
if political forces opposed 

to them come together.

“People have supported 
us, they have blessed us. 

Left and Congress workers 
have worked shoulder to 

shoulder to make this win 
happen. This is people’s 
mandate against corrup-

tion, theft, and misgovern-
ance,” Chowdhury said. 

He and Salim hinted that 
their coordinated fight will 

continue during ensuing 
rural and Lok Sabha polls. 

“In the future of Bengal’s 
politics, the result of 

Sagardighi will have long-
term effects,” Salim said.

INDIA BLOC-KED? IN-DEPTH

Unstoppable Bibi 
Proposes Truce For 
Hostages Sake

CHINA’S PROBLEM OF
POPULATION DECLINE

ressure is mounting on Israel’s Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu to ceasefire in Gaza 
where more than 25,000 men, women and 

children have been killed by relentless bombing. He 
has ignored his closest ally America’s advice on a Pal-
estinian state and seems bent on decimating Palestin-
ians along with the Hamas which carried out a deadly 
attack on Jerusalem on October 7.

Israel’s counter-offensive doesn’t seem to be meet-
ing its objectives. Hamas is still active and Israeli hos-
tages are still in captivity of the militant organization. 
Israel reported the death of 24 of its soldiers in a single 
day. On the other hand relatives of hostages are getting 
restive as they demand early release of their relatives. 
To secure hostages’ freedom Israel has proposed a two 
months’ ceasefire. How long will the US and UK over-
look the death of innocent Palestinians and Netanya-
hu’s stand against the two-nation theory. He has op-
posed a separate Palestinian state because, he said, it 
would become a launching pad for attacks.

P

hina, grappling with the aftermath of its one-
child policy from 1980-2015, has witnessed a 
second consecutive year of population decline, 

causing global concern. According to China’s Bureau 
of Statistics, the population decreased by 2.08 million 
to 1.409 billion in 2023, accompanied by a 5.7 percent 
drop in birth rates to 9.02 million and a 6.6 percent rise 
in death rates to 11.1 million – the highest since 1974.

This decline is attributed to the long-lasting effects 
of the one-child policy, echoing a trend observed in 
countries like Japan. Experts warn that the low fertil-
ity trend appears irreversible, and China’s population 
is projected to further plummet by 109 million by 
2050. The implica-
tions are profound, 
particularly for the 
world’s second-larg-
est economy.

The shrinking pop-
ulation poses a sig-
nificant challenge to 
China’s economic 
growth. A diminish-
ing workforce will 
result in a shortfall, 
impacting productiv-
ity and development. 
Moreover, the surge 
in elderly citizens 
will strain resources, 
leading to increased 
expenditures on 
healthcare, elderly 
care, and retirement 
benefits. This demo-
graphic shift mirrors 
the struggles faced by 
other aging societies like Japan, South Korea, Italy, 
Finland, Germany and Greece, necessitating careful 
planning to mitigate its far-reaching consequences, 
both social and economic.

As China grapples with these demographic shifts, 
policymakers face the task of formulating strategies to 
address the challenges posed by an aging population 
and an eventual dwindling workforce. The global com-
munity keenly observes how China navigates these 
demographic waters, recognizing the potential rami-
fications on both domestic and international fronts. 
Will the cash incentives being offered for couples to 
have a second or third child stem the tide?

C

The global 
community keenly 
observes how 
China navigates 
these demographic 
waters, recognizing 
the potential 
ramifications on 
both domestic and 
international 
fronts. Will the  
cash incentives 
being offered for 
couples to have a 
second or third 
child stem the tide?
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Tributes to Jannayak Karpuri Thakur 
ji, who set excellent standards of 
simplicity and morality in politics, on 

his birth centenary. The stories of Karpoori 
ji’s struggles and determination for social 
service, who was dedicated to the education 

and rights of the underprivileged and women 
throughout his life, will continue to inspire 

the coming generations.
Amit Shah@AmitShah

I pay tribute to freedom fighter and pioneer 
of social justice ‘Jananayak’ Karpuri Thakur 
ji on his birth centenary. Being honored with 

‘Bharat Ratna (posthumously)’ by our government 
under the leadership of respected Prime Minister 

Shri @narendramodi ji is a reflection of the 
government’s commitment to social justice 

and its struggle for the upliftment of the 
deprived classes and women.

Jagat Prakash Nadda@JPNadda
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Mamata’s “Ekla Cholo” mantra in Bengal ultimate snub to Rahul

EMERGENCE OF NAUSHAD SIDDIQUI
Mohammad Naushad Siddiqui, 28, was elected to 
the West Bengal Assembly from Bhangar in South 24 
Parganas district in 2021. A pirzada (custodian) of the 

mazar (shrine) at Furfura Sharif in the Srirampur sub-division 
of Hooghly district — the second-most venerated mazar-
e-sharif in India after Ajmer — he joined his elder brother, 
pirzada Abbas Siddiqui when the latter floated the Indian 
Secular Front (ISF) before the 2021 Assembly elections, as 
its chairman.

Robin  
Roy

The writer is Senior  
Journalist and former 

Managing Editor, First India
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PTI

Barpeta (Assam)

A day after Guwahati Po-
lice filed a case against 
him and other Congress 
leaders for allegedly pro-
voking crowd, Rahul 
Gandhi on Wednesday 
dared the BJP-ruled state 
to file “as many cases as 
they can” but still he will 
not be intimidated.

Addressing his first 
public meeting on the 7th 
day of ‘Bharat Jodo Nyay 
Yatra’ in Barpeta district, 
the Congress leader 
slammed Assam CM 
Himanta Biswa Sarma 
and termed him the “most 
corrupt Chief Minister” 
of the country with a se-
ries of allegations related 
to land and areca nut.

“I don’t know how 
Himanta Biswa Sarma 
got the idea that he can 

intimidate me by filing 
cases. File as many cases 
as you can. File 25 more 
cases, you can’t intimi-
date me. BJP-RSS can’t 
intimidate me”, he added.

The Police on Tuesday 
suo motu registered an 
FIR against Mr Gandhi 
and other leaders for 
wanton acts of violence 
in the state capital.

IN THE NEW ERA

Shree Cement’s Neeraj Akhoury elected Chairman 
of Nat’l Council for Cement & Building Materials

First India Bureau

New Delhi

hree Cement’s 
Neeraj Ak-
houry has been 

appointed as the Chair-
man of the National 
Council for Cement and 
Building Materials for 
2023 and 2024, the as-
sociation said today.

Akhoury, the manag-
ing director of Kolkata-
based Shree Cement, was 
also appointed as the- 
president of the Cement 
Manufacturers’ Associa-
tion last year. He joined 

Shree Cement in October 
2022, before which he 
has worked with ACC, 
Ambuja Cement, Holcim 
India and the Tata group.

“Under his dynamic 
leadership, we hope to 
strengthen our research 
activities and take new 
initiatives in the develop-

ment of low carbon ce-
ment, carbon capture and 
utilisation, and conserva-
tion of natural resources, 
which will lead towards 
sustainable development 
of the cement and con-
crete sector,” L P Singh, 
the director general at 
NCCBM said.

State-owned NCCBM 
does research, technology 
development & transfer 
and educational and in-
dustrial services for ce-
ment, its allied building 
materials and construction 
industries. Its corporate 
unit is based in Haryana.

Shree Cement’s MD Neeraj Akhoury appointed Chairman of 
National Council for Cement & Building Materials for 2023-2024.

S

Mumbai/Thane: The 
Thane district of Maha-
rashtra has been rocked 
by a fresh incident of 
vandalism as unidenti-
fied individuals target-
ed shops, escalating the 
tensions following the 
consecration of Lord 
Ram’s idol in Ayodhya, 
officials said on 
Wednesday. 

Shops vandalised in 
clash-hit areas;  
19 held in Thane

London: Three Indian-
origin researchers are 
among nine scientists 
named recipients of a 
prestigious award for 
young scientists in the 
UK who are pushing 
the boundaries of sci-
ence and working to 
make the world a bet-
ter place.

3 Indians win UK’s 
prestigious awards 
for Young Scientists

Amaravati: Kicking off 
the poll process, the 
Andhra Pradesh Con-
gress unit on Wednesday 
started accepting appli-
cations from candidates 
planning to contest the 
Assembly and Lok Sab-
ha elections to be held in 
a few months. Andhra 
Pradesh has 175 assem-
bly and 25 LS seats.

Andhra: Cong charges 
`25,000 for LS seat  
as donation: Report

Amritsar: The Punjab 
Police has booked Gur-
patwant Singh Pannun 
of the banned Sikhs for 
Justice on charges of 
promoting enmity be-
tween different groups 
on grounds of religion 
or race. Pannun pur-
portedly warned the 
temple management to 
shut its gates.

Case against Pannun  
for threatening Hindu 
temple management 

Mumbai: Members of 
the Maharashtra cabinet 
will visit Ayodhya to 
offer prayers at the 
newly-inaugurated Ram 
temple in the first week 
of February. The visit is 
likely to happen on 
February 5. There are 
29 members in the 
council of ministers in 
Maharashtra.

Maharashtra cabinet 
to visit Ayodhya Ram 
temple in February 5

IN BRIEF

Mumbai: NCP leader 
Supriya Sule on 
Wednesday claimed that 
as per the government 
data presented in Parlia-
ment, 95 per cent of the 
cases filed by the cen-
tral probe agencies are 
against leaders of oppo-
sition parties.

“95% cases against 
Opposition leaders”

PM lauds indomitable spirit, 
accomplishments of girls 

MODI ON NATIONAL GIRL CHILD DAY

Agencies

New Delhi

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Wednesday 
lauded girls as change-
makers, and said his gov-
ernment has been making 
every effort to build a na-
tion where they have an 
opportunity to learn, 
grow and thrive.

He made the remarks 
in a post on X on the Na-
tional Girl Child Day, 
which is observed to pro-
mote awareness about 
their rights and the im-
portance of female edu-
cation and health.

PM Modi said, “On 
National Girl Child Day, 
we salute the indomitable 

spirit and accomplish-
ments of the Girl Child. 
We also recognise the 
rich potential of every 
girl child in all sectors.” 
“They are change-makers 
who make our nation and 
society better. Over the 
last decade, our govern-
ment has been making 
many efforts to build a 
nation where every girl 
child has the opportunity 
to learn, grow and thrive.”

The Modi government 
had launched its flagship 
scheme, ‘Beti Bachao 
Beti Padhao’ (Save 
daughters, educate daugh-
ters), in 2015 to boost the 
child sex ratio and em-
power girls through dif-
ferent measures.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Union Ministers Rajnath Singh and Arjun Munda and others during an interation with NCC/NSS 
cadets, in New Delhi, Wednesday.  PTI

Bharat Ratna to Thakur 
is an inspiration for 
future generation: Shah

HM Amit Shah attends the 100th birth anniversary celebrations 
of former Bihar CM Karpoori Thakur, in New Delhi on Wednesday. 

ANI

New Delhi 

A day after the Central 
government awarded 
two-time Bihar Chief 
Minister Karpoori 
Thakur with Bharat Rat-
na, Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah said Prime 
Minister Modi not only 
honoured the mass leader 
but also 70 crore poor of 
the country.

Speaking on the occa-
sion of Karpoori Thakur’s 
100th birth anniversary, 
acknowledging his sig-

nificant contributions to 
social justice and unwa-
vering commitment to the 
welfare of the people, 
Shah said the “Prime 
Minister did ‘Ram Kaaj’ 
(work of Lord Ram) by 
inaugurating Ram Temple 
in Ayodhya on January 22 
and ‘Gareeb Kaaj’ (work 
for poor) on January 23 
by awarding Bharat Ratna 
to Karpoori Thakur.”

Shah noted that several 
leaders raised the issue of 
awarding Bharat Ratna to 
Thakur, but once in pow-
er, they overlooked him.

TMC's step to go solo in LS polls 
death knell for INDIA bloc: BJP

PTI

New Delhi

The BJP on Wednesday 
said West Bengal Chief 
Minister and TMC supre-
mo Mamata Banerjee’s 
decision to “go solo” in 
the Lok Sabha polls is a 
sign of her desperation 
and “death knell” for the 
‘INDIA’ alliance of the 
opposition parties.

In a major setback to 
the opposition INDIA 
bloc, Banerjee in the day 
announced that her party 
has decided to go alone 
in West Bengal in the up-
coming Lok Sabha polls.

Reacting to the devel-
opment, BJP co-incharge 
for West Bengal and IT 
department head Amit 
Malviya said in a post on 
X, “Mamata Banerjee’s 
decision to fight alone in 
West Bengal is a sign of 

desperation. Unable to 
hold her political ground, 
she wants to fight all 
seats, in the hope that she 
can still be relevant, after 
the polls.” “Much against 
her desire to emerge as 
the face of the Opposition 
alliance, no one ever pro-
posed her name. Her sev-
eral trips to Delhi, to 
build a national profile, 
didn’t work. She just 
couldn’t hide the blood of 
post poll violence and rid 
herself of the nauseating 
stink of appeasement 
politics, Malviya said.

“South India to 
deliver surprise 
results in LS polls”

Agencies

New Delhi 

Bengaluru, Senior BJP 
leader Basavaraj Bom-
mai on Wednesday pre-
dicted surprising results 
from South India in fa-
vour of BJP in the 2024 
Lok Sabha elections. 
Bommai claimed that 
there is a ‘Modi wave’ in 
the country as the whole 
country was eager to see 
Narendra Modi as the 
Prime Minister again.

“Surprise results will 
come from South India in 
the coming Lok Sabha 
election. The BJP will 
win maximum seats from 
Karnataka, Telangana, 
Andhra Pradesh and Ta-
mil Nadu,” the former 
CM said. As per him, the 
country looks at Modi 
with a lot of confidence.

“There is a pro-BJP and 
pro- Modi wave from 
Kashmir to Kanyakumari. 
This time the unexpected 
result is expected from 
South India in the upcom-
ing parliamentary polls.

We have rediscovered 
our Bharat: Dhankhar

RaGa takes “Supari” 
jibe at Himanta Sarma

Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar with Union Minister Arjun 
Ram Meghwal in New Delhi on Wednesday.   PTI

Rahul Gandhi being felicitated 
during the Bharat Jodo Nyay 
Yatra, in Assam on Wednesday.

ANI

New Delhi 

Vice President Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Wednesday 
inaugurated the year-long 
pan India campaign ‘Ha-
mara Samvidhan Hamara 
Samman’ to commemo-
rate the 75th Year of India 
as Republic, saying that 
the Amrti Kaal has been 
utilised to remember 

those who have made all 
Indians proud.

“While it took us so 
long to remember the 
contribution of Netaji, it 
is heartening to note that 
over the past decade, jus-
tice has been done to Ne-
taji in various ways,” the 
VP said.  “We have redis-
covered our Bharat and 
are remembering our for-
gotten heroes,” he added.

4 cheetah cubs, not 3 born at Kuno 
Nat’l Park: Environment Minister

Agencies

New Delhi

Namibian cheetah Jwala 
has given birth to four 
cubs at the Kuno Nation-
al Park in Madhya 
Pradesh and not three, as 
reported previously, Un-
ion Environment Minis-
ter Bhupender Yadav 
said today. 

The births, first report-
ed on Tuesday, came just 
weeks after three cubs 
were born to another Na-
mibian cheetah, Aasha.

Yadav said in a post 
on X, “Wildlife won-
ders! As frontline wild-
life warriors managed to 
get closer to Jwala, they 

found she has given 
birth to four, not three, 
cubs. This has increased 
our joy several times 
over. Congratulations 
all. We pray the cubs 
thrive and prosper at 

their home in India.” 
According to officials, 

the cubs were born to 
Jwala on January 20. 
This is Jwala’s second lit-
ter and comes after a gap 
of 10 months.

“AAP will not enter alliance with Cong”
PTI

Chandigarh

Punjab Chief Minister 
Bhagwant Mann on 
Wednesday said his party 
will not enter into an alli-
ance with the Congress in 
the state for the upcom-
ing Lok Sabha elections, 
reiterating that the AAP 
will win all 13 seats.

The AAP is part of the 

28-party INDIA bloc 
along with the Congress, 
TMC and the CPI(M)-
led Left Front.

The Punjab chief min-
ister made the statement 
at a time the AAP and the 
Congress are locked in 
talks over seat sharing in 
Delhi, Punjab, Haryana, 
Goa and Gujarat for the 
general elections.

However, the AAP 
has entered into an alli-
ance with the Congress 
for the Chandigarh 
mayoral poll.

Chandigarh 
mayoral polls  
on Jan 30

PTI

Chandigarh

The Punjab and Haryana 
High Court on Wednes-
day set aside the Chandi-
garh administration’s or-
der postponing the may-
oral polls and said the 
election will be held on 
January 30.

The decision came 
on a petition challeng-
ing an order of the 
Chandigarh deputy 
commissioner, who is 
the authority for hold-
ing the mayoral polls, 
postponing the election 
from January 18 to 
February 6.

GOA: MODI TO INAUGURATE VARIOUS PROJECTS 

PM TO INTERACT 
WITH YOUNG VOTERS

PM ADDRESSES NCC 
AND NSS CADETS

WITHOUT MAMATA, NO 
ONE CAN IMAGINE 
INDIA BLOC: CONG

Panaji: Prime minister Narendra Modi will in-
augurate and lay foundation stones for various 
projects during his visit to Goa on February 6, 

Chief Minister Pramod Sawant said on Wednesday. 
“The prime minister would be attending the India En-
ergy Week programme in South Goa. He will address 
a government function in Margao town and inaugurate 
seven developmental projects,” Sawant told reporters. 

New Delhi: PM 
Narendra Modi will 
speak to a large 

number of young voters 
on the National Voters 
Day today through a pro-
gramme organised by the 
youth wing of the BJP, 
BJYM president Tejasvi 
Surya told reporters.

New Delhi: PM 
Narendra Modi ad-
dressed the NCC 

Cadets and NSS Volun-
teers. The PM expressed 
pride in the cultural pro-
gram depicting the life of 
Rani Lakshmi Bai and said 
that it has brought India’s 
history alive today.

New Delhi: The Con-
gress on Wednesday 
said no one can 

imagine the existence of 
the opposition INDIA bloc 
without West Bengal Chief 
Minister and TMC supremo 
Mamata Banerjee. The 
Congress statement comes 
immediately after Banerjee 
announced that her party 
Trinamool Congress has de-
cided to go alone in the state 
in the upcoming Lok Sabha 
polls. Addressing a press 
conference at North Salmara 
in Assam as part of the 
party's 'Bharat Jodo Nyay 
Yatra', Congress General 
Secretary Jairam Ramesh 
said that the Trinamool 
Congress is an "important 
pillar" of the opposition alli-
ance. "We cannot imagine 
the INDIA alliance without 
Mamata ji," he said.

Namibian cheetah Jwala gave birth to 4 cubs at Kuno National Park.
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Jaipur

Shri Kshatriya Yuvak 
Sangh is going to cele-
brate the 100th birth an-
niversary of its founder 
Tan Singh in a grand man-
ner on January 28 at the 
Jawaharlal Nehru Stadi-
um in Delhi. This will be 
the biggest ever confer-
ence of Rajputs to be held 
in the country’s capital in 
which a large number of 
Rajputs from all over the 
country will gather to ex-
press their gratitude to-
wards their inspiration 
Tan Singh and give the 
message of social unity. 

Politicians, officers, in-
dustrialists, religious and 
social personalities and 
many eminent persons of 
Rajput community from 
all over the country will 
participate in this pro-
gramme where Bhagwan 
Singh  Rollsahbasar, pa-
tron of Shri Kshatriya Yu-

vak Sangh and Sangh 
chief Laxman Singh 
Bainyakabas will be pre-
sent. 

A large number of 
women will also be pre-
sent at the event. Along 
with the Rajputs living in 
Delhi and NCR region, 
Rajputs from Haryana 
and Uttar Pradesh will 
also prominently partici-
pate. Rajputs from Guja-
rat and Maharashtra will 
also participate in the 
event along with the 
members of the commu-
nity  from Karnataka, Tel-
angana, Andhra Pradesh, 
Tamil Nadu are also com-
ing. Many special trains 
have been booked from 
Rajasthan for the event. 

Tan Singh was a lead-
ing Kshatriya thinker of 
the modern era, adopting 
whose ideals today many 
Kshatriya youth are play-
ing their role in the ser-
vice of the society and the 
nation.
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GREEN INITIATIVE

Ramayana-inspired trees to grace Ayodhya
Pankaj Soni

Ayodhya

fter the con-
struction of the 
grand temple 

and the development of 
Ayodhya city, now this 
city of Ram will be deco-
rated with trees and 
plants mentioned in the 
Ramayana period. 

The species has been 
decided only after special 
research regarding what 
kind of trees and plants 
will be planted. More 
than 80 tree species and 
more than 35 bush and 
flower species have been 

selected to decorate the 
temple complex. Shri 
Ram Janmabhoomi 
Teerth Kshetra Pran Prat-
ishtha Ceremony Com-

mittee said that greenery 
at any site of historical 
importance only enhanc-
es its beauty.

Besides, there is peace 

in the environment. The 
grand Ram Temple com-
plex, adorned with green-
ery made up of special 
species of trees and 
plants, will remain a per-
manent symbol of India’s 
cultural richness, spiritu-
ality and architectural 
talent.

Indigenous species
Most of the species of 
trees and plants being 
planted are indigenous. 
Along with this, plants 
mentioned in ancient 
times and found today 
are being specially 
planted on the banks of 

Saryu rivers. While se-
lecting vegetation, care 
is being taken to ensure 
that only those plants are 
planted which are in ac-
cordance with the envi-
ronment of that area. 
Saplings of flowers of 
the same color which are 
found in this area have 
also been planted. This 
will maintain the impor-
tance of this place in 
terms of vegetation as 
well as beauty. The work 
of developing greenery 
is being done by GMR 
Vara-Lakshmi Founda-
tion, the CSR arm of 
GMR Group. 

Workers plant saplings of around Ram Temple complex.

A

100th birth anniversary of Tan Singh will be celebrated in Delhi.

Rajaputs to gather in Delhi for 
Tan Singh’s birth centenary

ANI

New Delhi

The Halwa ceremony, 
marking the final stage of 
the budget preparation 
process for Interim Union 
Budget 2024, was held in 
North Block on Wednes-
day in the presence of Un-
ion Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman.

Union Minister of State 
for Finance Dr Bhagwat 
Kisanrao Karad was also 
present.

A customary Halwa 
ceremony is performed 
every year before the 
“lock-in” process of 
budget preparation be-
gins. Like the previous 
three full Union Budgets, 
Interim Union Budget 
2024 will also be deliv-
ered in paperless form. 
The Interim Union Budg-

et 2024 will be presented 
on February 1.

An interim budget will 
be presented this year as 
Lok Sabha elections are 
expected to be held in 
April-May.

A Finance Ministry re-
lease said that all the Un-
ion Budget documents, 
including the Annual Fi-
nancial Statement (com-
monly known as Budget), 
Demand for Grants (DG), 
Finance Bill, as pre-
scribed by the Constitu-

tion, will be available on 
the “Union Budget Mo-
bile App” for hassle-free 
access of budget docu-
ments by Members of 
Parliament (MPs) and 
people.

The release said that 
the app is bilingual (Eng-
lish & Hindi) and will be 
available on both Android 
and iOS platforms. The 
App can also be down-
loaded from the Union 
Budget Web Portal (www.
indiabudget.gov.in).

The Budget documents 
will be available on the 
Mobile App after the 
completion of the Budget 
Speech by the Union Fi-
nance Minister in Parlia-
ment on 1st February, 
2024.

This app ensures con-
venient access to Budget 
documents for Members 
of Parliament (MPs) and 
the general public, utiliz-
ing the simplicity of digi-
tal convenience, the re-
lease said.

Halwa ceremony marks final 
stage of Interim Budget prep

Final stage of preparations for Interim Union Budget 2024 commences with Halwa Ceremony in 
presence Nirmala Sitharaman and Dr. Bhagwat  Kisanrao Karad in New Delhi on Wednesday.

Students in traditional Punjabi attire arrive to take part in the full dress rehearsal for the Republic 
Day Parade 2024, in Amritsar, Wednesday.

New Delhi: 
With the Union 
Budget 2024 

just around the corner, 
India Inc. is expecting 
significant announce-
ments, including tax 
cuts, incentives and 
fiscal stimulus to drive 
the country’s economic 
growth. The budget will 
be tabled by the Union 
Finance Minister, 
Nirmala Sitharaman, 
on February 01, 2024. 
In this regard, the 
education sector holds 
high hopes for a higher 
budget allocation and 
a significant push for 
digital infrastructure, 
pedagogy transfor-
mation, and teacher 
development. ‘As the 
country moves to re-
structure its education 
system, the reaffirma-
tion of the teacher as a 
critical member in this 
journey gains greater 
emphasis.

Washington: The 
ongoing conflict 
between Israel and 

Hamas is impacting the 
safety of maritime com-
mercial traffic in the Indian 
Ocean, including in the 
vicinity of India, directly 
impacting the country’s 
energy and economic 
interests, a top Indian dip-
lomat told members of the 
UN Security Council. His 
remarks came amid Houthi 
rebels stepping up attacks 
on ships in the Red Sea.

EDUCATION SECTOR 
ANTICIPATES 
HIGHER BUDGET 
ALLOCATION

UNION BUDGET 2024

INDIA: ISRAEL, HAMAS 
WAR AFFECTING 
ECONOMIC INTERESTS

PTI

New Delhi

France and the UAE car-
ried out a mega air exer-
cise over the Arabian Sea 
against the backdrop of 
the rising global con-
cerns over Houthi mili-
tants targeting several 
commercial vessels in 
the strategic waterways 
in the region.

The exercise ‘Desert 
Knight’, conducted on 
Tuesday, featured several 
frontline aerial assets and 
combat jets of the air forc-
es of the three countries, 
officials said.

The IAF component at 
the drills consisted of Su-
30 MKI, MiG-29 and Jag-
uar fighter jets besides 
AWACS (airborne early 
warning and control air-
craft, C-130-J transport 
plane and air-to-air refu-
elling aircraft.

“The main focus of ex-
ercise ‘Desert Knight’ 
was on enhancing syner-
gy and interoperability 
between the three air 
forces,” the Indian Air 
Force said. The exercise 
took place in the Indian 
FIR (Flight Information 
Regions) and with IAF 

aircraft operated from 
several bases in India.

All airspace worldwide 
is divided into FIRs and 
each of them is managed 
by a controlling authority 
responsible for ensuring 

that air traffic services are 
provided to aircraft flying 
within it. The exercise 
came amid increasing at-
tacks on commercial ves-
sels by Houthi militants in 
the Red Sea.

India, France, UAE conduct mega 
air exercise over Arabian Sea

An interim budget 
will be presented 
as LS elections are 
expected to be 
held in April-May

BILATERAL TRADE BETWEEN INDIA AND RUSSIA 
LIKELY TO INCREASE THIS YEAR: SONOWAL

Chennai: Bilateral trade between India and Russia 
was at USD 50 billion in the last financial year 
and is expected to increase this year, said Union 

Minister for Ports, Shipping and Waterways, Sarbananda 
Sonowal, here on Wednesday. The Eastern Maritime Cor-
ridor between the ports on the east coast of India and the 
Far East region of Russia promises “immense potential” to 
unlock new trade opportunities, he said. The minister was 
speaking at a conference on ‘Operationalising Eastern 
Maritime Corridor’ which was attended by a delegation 
from Moscow led by A Yu Bobrakov, Deputy Minister for 
the Development of the Far East and the Arctic of the  
Russian Federation, among others. While welcoming 
the visiting delegates, Sonowal said the India-Russia 
partnership is “strong and steady” building upon strategic 
convergence, geo-political interests and mutually benefi-
cial cooperation. 

PTI

New Delhi

President of the UN Gen-
eral Assembly Dennis 
Francis has commended 
India for its engagement 
on UN Security Council 
reform, even as he ac-
knowledged that pro-
gress on the issue has 
been “too slow”.

“Well, I am acutely 
aware that India together 
with its G4 negotiating 
bloc on Security Council 
Reform, are clearly for a 
much more ambitious 
timeline to conclude the 

process within a period 
of two years,” President 
of the 78th session of the 
UN General Assembly 
Dennis Francis told PTI.

Francis is on an offi-
cial visit to India from 
January 22 to 26 and will 
hold bilateral discussions 
with the leadership and 
representatives of the In-
dian Government, and 
engage with civil society, 
leading think tanks, em-
bark on field visits and 
participate in events re-
lated to sustainability, 
multilateralism, accessi-
bility, and digital public 

infrastructure, among 
other engagements.

Francis agreed that 
progress on the issue of 
reform has been too slow.

“Ultimately, however, 
the intergovernmental ne-

gotiations are driven by 
Member States. It is up to 
them to demonstrate the 
political will to advance 
the reform process and 
the kind of change they 
wish to see.”

PTI

New Delhi

The Delhi Police on 
Wednesday issued an ad-
visory on traffic arrange-
ments and restrictions 
put in place for the 
smooth conduct of Re-
public Day celebrations 
in the national capital.

According to the advi-
sory, the Republic Day 
parade will start at 10.30 
am from Vijay Chowk 
and proceed towards the 
Red Fort grounds. There 
will be a related function 
at the National War Me-
morial, India Gate, at 

9.30 am.
There will be extensive 

traffic arrangements and 
restrictions along the pa-
rade route. The parade 
will pass through Vijay 
Chowk, Kartavya Path, 
C-Hexagon, the Subhas 
Chandra Bose rounda-
bout, Tilak Marg, Baha-
dur Shah Zafar Marg, 
Netaji Subhas Marg and 
Red Fort, the advisory 
stated. No traffic move-
ment is being allowed on 
Kartavya Path from Vijay 
Chowk to India Gate from 
6 pm on Wednesday. The 
restrictions will continue 
till the parade is over. No 

cross-traffic will be al-
lowed on Kartavya Path 
at Rafi Marg, Janpath, 
Man Singh Road from 10 
pm on Wednesday till the 
end of the parade, the ad-
visory stated.

The traffic advisory 
suggested alternative 
routes that motorists can 
follow.

Commuters can take 
the route from Madarsa, 
Lodhi Road T-point via 
Aurobindo Marg, AIIMS 
Chowk, Ring Road-
Dhaula Kuan, Vande Ma-
tram Marg and Shankar 
Road to reach Mandir 
Marg, the advisory stated.

PTI

Noida

Farmer leader Rakesh Ti-
kait on Wednesday said 
farmers would observe a 
‘Bharat Bandh’ on Febru-
ary 16 over several issues 
in the country including 
non-implementation of a 
law that guarantees MSP 
for crops. Besides farm-
ers’ groups, traders and 
transporters have also 
been asked to support the 
cause and observe a work 
strike that day, said Tikait, 
the national spokesperson 
of the BKU.

“We are also appealing 
to traders (for support) 
and people should also 
not make any purchase 
that day. We appeal to 
shopkeepers to keep their 
shops closed in support of 
the farmers and labour-
ers,” he said.

On the objective for the 
strike call, Tikait said 
there are several reasons 
for it.

Delhi Traffic Police issue advisory 
ahead of Republic Day rehearsals

India plays ‘unparalleled role in our global mission’

President of the UN General Assembly Dennis Francis.

Trade unions, 
farmers bodies 
call for a strike 
on February 16

Rakesh Tikait

Heavy fighting in Gaza 
leaves patients stranded

AP

Rafah (Gaza Strip)

Israeli forces battled Pal-
estinian militants 
Wednesday near the 
main hospital in Gaza’s 
second-largest city of 
Khan Younis, where 
medics said hundreds of 
patients and thousands of 
displaced people were 
unable to leave because 
of the fighting.
     Israel has ordered 
residents to leave a swath 
of downtown Khan You-

nis that includes Nasser 
and two smaller hospitals 
as it pushes ahead with 
its 3-month-old offensive 
against Hamas. The 
United Nations humani-
tarian office said the area 
was home to 88,000 Pal-
estinians and was hosting 
another 425,000 dis-
placed by fighting else-
where.
     The aid group Doctors 
Without Borders said its 
staff was trapped inside 
Nasser Hospital with 
some 850 patients.



LEGAL MATTERS

Adani Group’s `1400 cr at stake, SC reserves decision

First India Bureau

New Delhi/Jaipur

n a court case in-
volving Adani 
Power and 

Jaipur Vidyut Vitran Nig-
am wherein over Rs1,400 
crore of Adani Power are 
at stake, the Supreme court 
reserved the decison on 
Wednesday.

Earlier during the dis-
cussions on the case, the 
Supreme Court witnessed 

a heated exchange be-
tween Senior Advocates 
Dushyant Dave and Ab-
hishek Singhvi. When Sin-
ghvi, representing Adani 
Power, sought to move a 
miscellaneous application, 
he faced objections from 
Dave, who is representing 
JVVNL.  

“It is maintainable. 
MA can and will be filed. 
But if lordships say oth-
erwise, I will withdraw 
for appropriate reme-

dies,” Singhvi said.
On this Dave objected 

and called the move as an 
abuse of the legal process 
and said, “I object to this 
withdrawal symptom. This 

is an abuse of process.”
Dave said, “You misled 

the Court! You cannot be 
granted this, not in larger 
public interest. Rs 1,400 
crores sought to be taken 

from State. They did not 
show observations of con-
tempt bench.”

Singhvi defended the 
application’s maintaina-
bility, saying, “If lord-
ships say otherwise, I will 
withdraw for appropriate 
remedies.”

This exchange occurred 
before the bench of Jus-
tices Aniruddha Bose and 
PV Sanjay Kumar.

Earlier on Tuesday, the 
case was to be heard in 
the SC, but it could not be 
listed before the bench 
due to the negligence of 
the SC registry. Dave had 
informed the court that 

due to the negligency of 
the court registry, the 
case could not come up 
for hearing.

The case relates to the 
August 2020 decision of 
the SC regarding Adani 
Power wherein the state 
government had paid 
about Rs 6,000 crores to 
Adani Power following 
the SC order in contempt 
petition. Notably, the 
Adani power then made 
a demand of more than 
Rs 1,400 crore citing 
fault in the calculation of 
interest in the payment. 
The Rajasthan Discom 
objected to this.
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Today National Voters’ Day or Rashtriya Matdata 
Diwas, is an important day for democracy, 
the youth must be encouraged to be aware of 
political choices and come forward to vote.

Dr JAGDEESH CHANDRA, CMD & Editor-in-Chief

THOUGHT OF THE DAY
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GOVT TO CHALK OUT PLAN TO DEVELOP TOURIST PLACES 
IN  ALWAR, 5 YRS’ DIRT TO BE REMOVED: DIYA KUMARI
State govt will develop all basic facilities to attract tourists to 
the panoramas of Bhartrihari Dham and Hasan Khan Mewati

Aishwary Pradhan and
 Yogesh Sharma

Jaipur

Deputy Chief Minister 
and Tourism Minister 
Diya Kumari assured the 
house that a plan will be 
made to develop tourist 
places, religious places 
and other significant 
places in Alwar district.

Replying to a supple-
mentary question asked 
by LoP Tikarm Jully, the 
Minister said that the 
State government is com-
mitted to the develop-
ment of tourism in the 
State. She said that the 
panoramas of Bhartri-

hari Dham and Hasan 
Khan Mewati in Alwar 
district were made during 
the previous govern-
ment’s tenure but no at-

tention was paid to their 
development.

Earlier, in a written re-
ply to the question of 
MLA Zubair Khan, the 
Tourism Minister tabled 
the details of develop-
ment works of the major 
tourist places in Alwar
district in the 
house.

In reply to 
another ques-
tion, Deputy 
CM Diya said 
that if the bid 
rates received were 
found fair by the Em-
powered Board, then the 
ROB in Sujangarh would 
be constructed.

Mahesh Sharma

Jaipur

The issue of Rohingya 
and Bangladeshis was 
raised in the Assembly on 
Wednesday. During 
Question Hour, Inde-
pendent MLA Chandrab-
han Aakya raised the is-
sue and said that leases 
were given to Rohingyas 
and Bangladeshis in 
slums in Chittorgarh. On 
this, UDH Minister 
Jhabar Singh Kharra 
clarified saying that he 
will cancel the lease and 
take legal action against 
the culprits.As per re-
ports of intelligence 
agencies, there were 
about 590 Bangladeshi 
infiltrators in Raj by Dec 
2023. Of these, 576 infil-
trators are living in 
Jaipur, 8 in Ajmer & 6 in 
Alwar detention centre. It 
will be a challenge for 
govt to send them back. 

First India Bureau

Jaipur

The most ambitious 
smartphone scheme of 
the former Gehlot gov-
ernment seems to be in 
doldrums.

 In response to a ques-
tion in the Rajasthan As-
sembly, it was said that 
the government will take 
a decision on this scheme 
in the coming days after 
examining the benefits 
and public interest.

 It is noteworthy that 
during the Assembly 
elections, BJP had ac-
cused the Congress gov-
ernment of being a big 
scam in this scheme.

The government re-
plied that till now 
24,56001 women have 
been given smartphones 
with internet data, on 
which a total of Rs 
1670.08 crore has been 
spent.

First India Bureau

Jaipur

The Bhajanlal govt in Raj 
has refused to create new 
districts. Revenue Minis-
ter Hemant Meena, in 
response to a question in 
the Assembly, said that 
the committee formed on 
new districts has been 
dissolved. “There is no 

idea yet regarding new 
districts. The notification 
of three new districts 
Malpura, Sujangarh and 
Kuchaman City, declared 
before  implementation 
of the MCC for the As-
sembly elections, is also 
stuck,” he said.

In response to the 
question of Congress 
MLA Harish Meena, 
Revenue Minister He-
mant Meena said, “On 
October 6, 2023, the then 
CM Ashok Gehlot had 
announced to make Mal-
pura, Sujangarh and Ku-

chamancity as new dis-
tricts. On Oct 7, the Cab-
inet approved and direct-
ed High Power Commit-
tee to demarcate these 
districts. Due to lack of 
recommendation from 
Committee, the Revenue 
Dept didn’t issue notifi-
cation for districts. A de-
cision will be taken after 
high level discussions. 

First India Bureau 

Jaipur

The Minister of State for 
Energy (Independent 
Charge) Heeralal Nagar 

during the Assembly 
session on Wednes-

day, said that 
sometimes due 
to the faults in 
the power lines, 
it is possible that 

there may be dis-
ruption in the supply 

of electricity to farmers for 
agricultural work in the 
6-hour block. The Energy 
Minister further clarified 

that efforts are made to 
compensate the farmers in 
the next block.

Replying to supple-
mentary questions during 

the Question Hour, En-
ergy Minister Nagar also  
said that out of 744 appli-
cants under consideration 
for proiding agricultural 
connections in Manohart-
hana assembly constitu-
ency, there are 144 appli-
cants with submitted de-
mand forms, whose con-
nections are to be issued.

 The Energy Minister 
further added  saying  
that electricity connec-
tions of 578 applicants 
with deposited demand 
forms, are yet to be re-
leased in Manoharthana 
constituency. 

Courtesy Meet

Dr Jagdeesh Chandra greets Atul Madhukar Kurhekar, 
Secretary General, Supreme Court of India during a 

courtesy meet at the latter’s offi ce in the Supreme Court, 
New Delhi on Wednesday morning.

QUESTION HOUR

ALLOTMENT OF LAND TO NON-INDIANS AND 
INELIGIBLE PERSONS WILL BE CANCELLED: MIN

 UDH Minister Jhabar Singh Kharra said that if 
any non-Indian person has got allotment of land 
in Chittorgarh through forged documents and 

irregularities, then such allotment will be cancelled. 
Besides, legal action will also be taken against such 
persons. He said that the complaints brought to cogni-
zance in this regard will be legally investigated through 
the Additional District Collector and legal action will be 
taken on the basis of the report.

GHOGHRA QUESTIONS NON-OPERATION OF 
ROADWAYS BUSES IN REMOTE DUNGARPUR

 During Question Hour, Ganesh Ghoghra 
raised questions on non-operation of roadways 
buses in remote areas in Dungarpur dist. Dy 

CM PC Bairwa assured to run buses in 6 months “145 
roadways buses are running in Dungarpur. The pro-
cess of taking buses on contract is going on, he said. 
Ghoghra said, “Now a double engine government has 
been formed, why will it take 6 months for a double 
engine govt? Now work must be done immediately.” 

Efforts will be made to compensate 
farmers for less electricity: Min Nagar

Rohingyas and 
Bangladeshis’ 
issue raised 
during session

Gehlot’s free 
smartphone 
scheme put on 
hold in Rajasthan

Chandrabhan Singh Aakya Rajyavardhan Rathore

Govt refuses to make new districts

First India Bureau

Jaipur

The PHED Minister 
Kanhaiya Lal said in 
the Assembly that dur-
ing the time of the pre-
vious government, 
large scale irregulari-
ties and corruption took 
place in an ambitious 
scheme like Jal Jeevan 
Mission. “As a result, 
Rajasthan is at the last 
position in the country 
in scheme’s execution. 
The State govt will 
probe the irregularities 
in the scheme and take 
strict legal action 
against the culprits. It is 
being reviewed by the 
present State govt for 
the last 20 days,” the 
Minister was replying 
to the supplementary 
questions asked by the 
member in this regard 
during the Question 
Hour. He said that the 
contractors involved in 

this corruption will also 
be blacklisted & recov-
ery will be made from 
them. Earlier, in written 
reply to question of Dr 
JS Yadav, he said that 
out of total 142 villages 
of Behror, 138 were 
benefitted via JJM 
Scheme. Approvals for 
124 other schemes 
(other than major pro-
jects) to benefit under 
the Mission have been 
issued by SLSSC, he 
said.

First India Bureau

Jaipur

LoP in the Rajasthan 
Assembly Tikaram Jul-
ly on Wednesday, asked 
the State government to 
clarify whether it will 
implement the Old Pen-
sion Scheme or the New 
Pension Scheme for 
employees.

During the Zero 
Hour, Jully said the Ag-
riculture Department 
issued an order on Jan 
22 stating that pension 
to newly recruited offic-
ers will be given under 
the New Pension 
Scheme (NPS).

“The House is func-
tioning and the govern-
ment is taking such de-
cisions without placing 
them in the House. This 
is an insult to the House, 
a violation of privilege 
of members. No such 
new scheme can be im-
plemented like this,” he 

said. He said the (OPS) 
implemented by the Ge-
hlot led govt had got 
support in the State.

“Today,  the govern-
ment employees of en-
tire Raj want to know  
govt’s intention, wheth-
er it will implement 
NPS or OPS. Employ-
ees are afraid that one 
order has come for ex-
ecuting NPS and as 
soon as the LS polls are 
over, NPS will be im-
plemented.”

Govt to act sternly against  
the culprits of JJM graft 

Govt must clarify pension 
scheme to be executed: LoP

Kanhaiya Lal Choudhary

Heeralal NagarDiya Kumari

Tikaram Jully

ERCP: WATER IN 26 
DAMS NEAR FEEDER 
CANAL BE DIVERTED

25 YRS OF POSSESSION  
CRITERIA FOR FOREST 
RIGHTS CERTIFICATE

ACTION AGAINST 
FIRM FOR NOT 
STARTING PROJECT

GOVT COLLEGE IN 
KESHORAIPATAN TO 
BE SET UP SOON

 Water Resourc-
es Minister SS 
Rawat said that 

according to the report 
of Eastern Rajasthan 
Canal Project (ERCP), 
it is proposed to divert 
water in 26 dams near 
the feeder canal to be 
constructed under the 
project.He said that no 
dam located in Thana-
gaji assembly constitu-
ency is included in it. 
Rawat said that apart 
from the 26 dams in-
cluded in DPR, DPRon 
fi lling water in some 
dams of Dausa, Sawai 
Madhopur, Karauli, 
Alwar, Bharatpur and 
other districts is made.

 Tribal Area 
Devp Minister 
Babulal Kharadi 

said in the Assembly 
that under the Forest 
Conservation Rights 
Act, persons who 
hold possession for 
more than 25 years 
are eligible for Forest 
Rights Certifi cate. The 
persons in posses-
sion for the prescribed 
period submit the claim 
to the Forest Protection 
Committee. After evalu-
ation of these claims by 
Patwari and Forester, 
it is sent to the Gram 
Sabha for investigation.
Certifi cates are issued 
after process. 

 PHED Minister 
Kanhaiyalal 
said that if the 

company working on 
the Chambal-Sawai 
Madhopur-Nadauti 
drinking water project 
doesn’t start the work 
within 15 days, then 
a second tender will 
be made for the early 
implementation of the 
project. He said that 
strict action will be 
taken against this fi rm 
and it will be debarred 
from participating in any 
tender in future. Work 
on this project has been 
done at a slow pace  
and the general public 
is suffering the loss.

 Dy Chief 
Minister Dr 
Premchand 

Bairwa assured the As-
sembly that efforts will 
be undertaken to open 
a government college in 
Keshoraipatan assem-
bly constituency soon. 
The Higher Education 
Minister said that at 
present no Government 
College is running in 
Keshoraipatan as-
sembly constituency. 
“Depending on the 
availability and quality 
of resources, opening 
of new government 
colleges is considered 
in a phased manner,” 
he said.

 Notification of three new districts Malpura, 
Sujangarh & Kuchaman City is also stuck

tourist places in Alwar
district in the 

that if the bid 
rates received were 

during the Assembly 
session on Wednes-

day, said that 

there may be dis-
ruption in the supply 

ASSEMBLY 
SESSION

The case involves JVVNL and Adani Power, 

where the Group claimed miscalculation 

of interest on part of the discom
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ENAMOURED BEAUTY!
onam Kapoor and Anand Ahuja 
stand out as one of the most beloved 

celebrity couples, consistently showcasing 
their deep affection for each other and 
setting relationship goals for their fans.  P13
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Aishwarya Sadh, a beacon of grace, recently achieved the prestigious title of 
First Runner Up at Miss India Glam 2024. City First highlights her journey that 

reflects resilience, family support and dedication to her craft.

n the en-
c h a n t i n g 
realm of 
glamour and 
sophistica-

tion, the radiant Aish-
warya Sadh stands as a 
beacon of grace and 
accompl i shmen t . 
Born in the cultural-
ly rich city of Bi-
kaner, Aishwarya’s 
journey to becom-
ing a supermodel 
is nothing short 
of a fairy tale. As 
a child, her curi-
osity led her to 
explore the 
world of fash-

ion and model-
ling, with an innate 
inclination towards 
the runway and the 
camera’s lens.

A i s h w a r y a ’s 
family, a pillar of 
support and en-
c o u r a g e m e n t , 
played a pivotal 
role in nurturing 
her dreams. Their 
unwavering belief 
in her abilities fos-
tered the blossom-
ing of a talent that 
would soon daz-
zle the world. 
Childhood inter-
ests in fashion 
magazines and 
runway shows 
paved the way 
for Aishwarya’s 
decision to 
choose fashion 
and modelling 

as her career path. 
The glamorous world of 
fashion is not without its 
challenges, and Aishwarya 

faced them with resilience 
and determination. She 
overcame obstacles with 
the unwavering support of 
her family, who became her 
constant pillars of strength. 

Aishwarya Sadh recently 
achieved a milestone in her 
career by winning the pres-
tigious Miss India Glam 
2024 pageant, as the First 
Runner Up. The crown sits 
gracefully atop her head, a 
symbol of her hard work, 
poise and undeniable 
charm. Her victory was not 
only a personal triumph but 
also a testament to the 
dedication she 
brings to her 
craft as she pays 
gratitude to her 
mentor, Pawan 
Tank, Founder 
& Director of 
Miss Glam In-

dia Organi-
sation.

As we 
peer into 
the crystal 
ball of the 
f u t u r e , 
Aishwarya 
sees her-
self as a 
p e r f e c t , 
successful 
w o m a n , 
embodying 
the ideals of 
beauty, in-
t e l l i g e n c e 
and influ-
ence. While 

gracing runways and win-
ning pageants, Aishwarya 
Sadh remains grounded. If 
not a supermodel, she envi-
sions herself soaring as an 
air hostess, a profession 
synonymous with 
grace, hospitality 
and a love for ex-
ploration. Be-
yond the glitz 
and glamour, 
her healthy 
lifestyle man-
tra resonates 
with mind-
fulness and 

self-care. She believes in 
nurturing the body and 
mind, maintaining a bal-
ance that radiates from 
within. This approach to 
life contributes to her over-

all well-being, reflecting 
the epitome of a mod-

ern, empowered 
woman. Mitali Dusad

mitalidusad@firstindia.co.in
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WHAT’S NEXT?

Indian Ocean Live Concert: Experience an 
unforgettable evening under the stars as the 
acclaimed band Indian Ocean takes the stage live. 
Over two decades of musical prowess, Indian 
Ocean stands as one of India`s foremost bands, 
boasting a cult for their distinctive sound.

When: Feb 14, 8:00 PM 

Where: The Big Tree Cafe, Jaipur 

Jaipur Music Stage: The 17th edition of the 
Jaipur Literature Festival, promises a unique blend 
of literary and musical experiences with the 
introduction of the Jaipur Music Stage (JMS). 

 When: Feb 1 - Feb 3, 7 PM 

 Where: Hotel Clarks Amer, Jaipur

10th Rajasthan International Film Festival- RIFF 
2024: The Rajasthan International Film Festival for 
its 10th edition has taken this initiative to bring 
cinema Youth and Heritage together.

When: Jan 27 - Jan 31, 11:00 am                                       

Where: The Gem Cinema, Mirza Ismail Rd, Bapu 
Bazar, Biseswarji, Jaipur

BIRTHDAY FORECAST!
You may face some 
trouble in your 
personal and 
professional life. It 
could be due to 
miscommunication or 
misunderstandings, so 
be careful with your 
words and actions. It is 
important to listen to 
others and try to see 
things from their 
perspective.

KAVITA KRISHNAMURTHY

AQUARIUS
JANUARY 25

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Indigo
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Scan or click 
here to book 
your fl ight 
tickets

MUMBAI- Air India, Air India Express, IndiGo, Vistara

DELHI- Air India, Air India Express, Alliance Air, 

IndiGo, SpiceJet, Vistara

SURAT-  IndiGo, SpiceJet

INDORE-  Air India, Air India Express, Alliance Air, 

IndiGo, SpiceJet, Vistara

AYODHYA- Air India, Air India Express, IndiGo, 

SpiceJet

JAMMU-  Air India, Air India Express, IndiGo, Spice-

Jet, Vistara

AMRITSAR-  Air India, Air India Express, IndiGo, 

Vistara

GUWAHATI- Air India, Air India Express, Alliance Air, 

IndiGo, SpiceJet

LEH- Air India, Air India Express, Alliance Air, IndiGo, 

SpiceJet, Vistara

DEHRADUN- Air India, Air India Express, IndiGo, 

Vistara
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Movie: Hanu-Man

Director: Prashanth Varma
Cast & crew: Teja Sajja, Varalaxmi, 
Amritha, Vinay, Vennela, K Niranjan 
Reddy, Hari Gowra, Krishna Saurabh 
& Sai Babu Talari

Movie: Fighter

Director: Siddharth Anand
Cast & crew: Hrithik Roshan, Deepika 
Padukone, Anil Kapoor, Siddharth 
Anand, Ramon Chibb & Abbas Dalal

Scan or click 
here to book your 

movie tickets

Help in Suffering
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Marital 
BLUES

magine a 
crowd of 
t o u r i s t s 
viewing a 
p i c t u r -

esque landscape. Al-
though everyone looks at 
the same scene, each per-
son sees it differently, 
because each one has a  
different vantage point. 
No two persons are stand-
ing at the same location. 
Also, not everyone fo-
cuses on the same portion 
of the scene. Each finds a 
different aspect particu-
larly intriguing. The same 
is true within marriage. 
Even when compatible, 
no two partners share the 
same outlook on matters. 
They differ due to factors 
such as emotional make-
up, childhood experience 
and family influence. 
These different perspec-
tives can be a source of 
contention.

But, how can two per-
sons who appeared to be 
made for each other be-
fore getting married turn 
out to be so different af-
terwards? 

Often, a degree of grief 
and disillusionment 
comes due to the weak-
nesses of partners.

 At times, couples mar-
ry with unrealistic expec-
tations which leads to 
misunderstandings. Take 

a moment to reflect on the 
kind of life that one hoped 
for. Does your marriage 
fall short of what you en-
visioned? Some have 
thought that they would 
spend most of their time 
together and that they 
would work out every 
disagreement in a smooth 
mature manner. Many 
have believed that mar-
riage would eliminate the 
need for self-control in 
any area.

 Since all these com-
mon expectations are 
somewhat unrealistic, 
they are sure to lead to 
disappointment.

Another impractical 
expectation is that mar-
riage itself will make a 
person happy. Having a 
partner can be a source of 
great joy, but he or she is 
not a miraculous cure for 
all problems and difficul-
ties. Those who think so, 
usually, have a rude 
awakening.

Problems can arise 
when one partner does 
not speak what he/she is 
expecting from the other. 
They can get annoyed 
with each other because 
one is waiting for a cer-
tain desire to be fulfilled, 
while the other was never 
clearly aware of it, in the 
first place.

Unfulfilled expecta-
tions can indeed be dis-
tressing when the spouse 
seems to be unresponsive 
to the partner’s needs. 
Still, one can do some-
thing about the situation. 
Discuss the matter by 
choosing the right time, 
the right setting, and the 
right words to state one’s 
concerns. The objective 
is not to accuse but to in-
form him/her of one’s 
feelings.

Differences can be 

blended by making time 
to talk. 

One can wonder, “Why 
should I have to do this? 
Would not a considerate 
partner be able to per-
ceive my needs?” This 
may not be possible when 
the marriage mate is fo-
cused on other tasks. It is 
not a sign of weak mar-
riage nor it is evidence of 
an insensitive partner. So, 
one should not hesitate to 
discuss matters.

Marriage partners must 
discern the feelings that 
lie beneath the surface

behaviour. By seeing 
the circumstances sur-
rounding a conflict and 
observing if the partner is 
under heavy emotional 
strain, one can respond 
accordingly.

Often, the cause of dis-
cord is rooted in the past. 
Subtle influences from 
one’s upbringing can 
cause a husband 
and wife to view 
a situation dif-
ferently. Any-
one, who was 
not given 
a d e -

quate emotional support 
as a child may exhibit an 
extraordinary need for 
approval and reassur-
ance. Seeing the partner 
from the standpoint of his 
/ her past rather than from 
one’s own, results in im-
proved communication.

Some spouses are 
trapped by resentment. 
Whether it boils silently 
inside or is mercilessly 
unleashed, ongoing re-
sentment harms both. If 
you feel hurt by 
your partner, it’s be-
cause you still care 

about him or her. 
So, by retreating into a 

shell, one not only 
wounds the other mate 
but destroys oneself. This 
way the relationship fur-
ther gets dismantled that 
one wishes was whole 
and solid.

Conflicts in marriage 
cannot be reconciled 
without quieting the an-
ger. When calm, one can 
explain what one needs to 
feel reassured. The past 
must not be used as a 
weapon to gain lev-

erage in an argument.
When a conflict arises, 

it’s best to attack the 
problem rather than each 
other. “I  am upset be-
cause…” is much more 
effective than, “you pro-
voke me!” or “you never 
understand me.”

High expectations can 
be most frustrating. A 
husband says, “I’m con-
stantly looking for per-
fection and this leads to 
impatience and disap-
pointment.” A wife says, 
“I want to be supermom 
and super wife, so wasted 
effort irritates me.”

Being realistic in one’s 
expectations provides 
tranquillity.

For a marriage to last, 
strongly entrenched rea-
sonings and inappropri-
ate personality traits may 

have to be uprooted. 
This is an ongoing 

educational pro-
cess. But the ef-

fort is 
w o r t h -
while.

Rekha 
Kumar

The writer is a work-life 
balance and leadership 

skills facilitator.
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Unfulfilled Expectations
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THE BACHELORS SEASON 28
he Bachelor 
series, a 
captivating 
reality tele-

vision franchise, has 
become a cultural phe-
nomenon since its in-
ception. Offering a 
unique blend of ro-
mance, drama, and 
competition, the show 
follows a charismatic 
bachelor or bachelo-
rette as they navigate a 
pool of eligible con-
testants, hoping to find 
true love. Viewers are 
drawn to the emotional 
rollercoaster of heart-
warming connections 
and inevitable heart-
breaks. The series has 

expanded globally, 
creating spin-offs and 
cementing its place in 
the pop culture lexi-
con. Whether it’s the 
iconic rose ceremonies 
or the intense one-on-
one dates, The Bache-
lor has successfully 
woven a narrative of 
love, passion, and the 
pursuit of happily ever 
after. As The Bachelor 
season 28 unfolds, 
viewers are eagerly 
tuning in to witness 
Joey Graziadei’s jour-
ney to find love. Pre-
miered on January 22, 
the charismatic Grazi-
adei, previously the 
runner-up on Charity 

Lawson’s Bachelorette 
season, now takes the 
reins in his quest for a 
life partner. The di-
verse group of 32 con-
testants vying for his 
heart includes a radio-
chemist from New 
Mexico and a pair of 
sisters hailing from 
Philadelphia. From 
first-impression rose 
recipient Lea Cayanan 
to the potential villain 
Jess Edwards, the sea-
son promises drama, 
romance, and unex-
pected twists. Fans can 
stay updated on the 
contestants’ lives via 
their Instagram ac-
counts.   

T

onam Kapoor and 
Anand Ahuja stand 
out as one of the most 
beloved celebrity 
couples, consistently 
showcasing their 

deep affection for each other and set-
ting relationship goals for their fans. 
Their recent escapade to Paris Fashion 
Week was nothing short of enchanting, 
as the couple immersed themselves in 
beautiful moments together. Anand, 
the devoted husband, took to his social 
media, delighting followers with cap-
tivating photos alongside Sonam and 
expressing his absolute enchantment 

with her radiant smile. Anand Ahuja 
recently assumed the role of a cheer-
leader for his wife, Sonam Kapoor, by 
sharing a series of images from 
their time in Paris. The initial pic-
ture captures Sonam beaming 
with joy in an all-black ensemble. 
Another snapshot features 
Anand and Sonam accompa-
nied by a friend, while 
a selfie of the couple 
adds a personal touch 
to the collection.

Anand also of-
fered a glimpse 
of an extravagant 
dinner, expressing 
his joy in the cap-
tion, “Cheeeeeesin’ and I 
LOVE it! All smiles on my 
beautiful @sonamkapoor in Paris. 
These photos with your big, beautiful 
smile make me so happy! #HappyGirl-
sAreThePrettiest.” On New Year’s 
Day, the Veerey Ki Wedding actress 
shared a heartfelt reflection, encapsu-
lated in a moving note. Accompanied 
by a montage video showcasing 
moments of joy, she expressed, 
“The last year has been a roller 
coaster. Coming to accept the 
fact that we are parents and all 
the joys and fears that came 
with it. 

ENAMOURED

S

RAZZIE AWARDS
very filmmaker, 
actor, producer or 
anyone associat-
ed with Holly-

wood has a dream of one day 
lifting the Oscar. Many ac-
complish this dream, while 
some are stuck with the 
much dreaded Razzie 
Awards. The Golden Rasp-
berry Awards which are of-
ten shortened to Razzies, is 
the only award that no one 
wants to win. But for some, 
their work in cinema in a 

particular year is so bad 
that they eventually end 
up winning these awards. 
Razzie Awards is a 
strange anomaly in Hol-
lywood, which can call 
out and even make fun of 

the weirdly obsessed na-
ture of many traditional 

awards in the industry and 

the general discourse around 
them. Mostly presented as a 
knockoff to the prestigious 
Oscar awards, the Razzies 
want to do the opposite of 
what the Academy does. 
They want to honour and es-
pecially call out the worst 

movies of the year and even 
level the playing field of the 
whole awards race.

For the 2024 edition of 
the awards, the nominations 
for the Razzies were an-
nounced just before that of 
the Oscars. 

E

Mother as 
Stuntwoman

ohit Shetty recently 
talked about his par-
ents, action director 
MB Shetty and stunt-

woman Ratna Shetty, who en-
countered injuries on film sets 
during the initial years of their 

careers in 
Bollywood. 
The success-
ful filmmak-
er, known for 
the hit web 
series Indian 
Police Force, 
shared in-

sights into the past when his moth-
er worked as Hema Malini’s body 

double in the 1972 film 
Seeta Aur Geeta. During 
a recent interview, Ro-
hit Shetty mentioned 
that ‘breaking bones’ 

runs in his family. He 
recalled that his 

mother was 
Hema Malini’s 
body double in 
the film Seeta 
Aur Geeta. He 
said, “My 
mom was a 
stuntwoman. 

R

The Roshans 
Documentary

akesh Roshan is a veteran who 
has been associated with the 
Indian film industry for dec-
ades now. Moments ago, the 

actor-filmmaker dropped a photo with 
Shah Rukh Khan that intrigued many 
online. He also expressed his grati-
tude to the Dunki actor for his con-
tribution to The Roshans. 

Read on to learn more about their 
collaboration. Rakesh Roshan is a 
personality who has contributed 
highly to the Indian film in-
dustry as an actor, producer, 
director, and screenwriter. 
A while ago, he took to 
his Instagram account 
and shared a picture 
with Shah Rukh Khan, 
director Shashi Ranjan 
and others.

R

Saree for Consecration
he Ram Lalla idol that 
was consecrated at 
Ayodhya’s Ram Tem-
ple took place on Janu-

ary 22, marking an unforgettable 
memory in the nation’s history. 
This event has been a hot topic 
and garnered well-wishes from 
so many celebrities from both 
Bollywood as well as the 
South film industry. Some of 

the celebrity names in-
clude Akshay Kumar,  
Amitabh Bachchan, 
Chiranjeevi, Ram 
Charan, Kangana 
Ranaut & more who 

joyously expressed their happiness 
through social media platforms. 
Senior beauty Shriya Saran also 
joined the list by posting a beautiful 
reel featuring her toddler daughter.
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Shah Rukh Khan, Rakesh Roshan and others 

Poster 



City Buzz
JAIPUR, THURSDAY | JANUARY 25, 2024

14
firstindia.co.in

firstindia.co.in/epapers/jaipur      thefirstindia     thefirstindia      thefirstindia

WHAT’S HAPPENING!

PUNO ADVANCE!

EVENTS!

Celebrating the consecration ceremony at the Ram temple in Ayodhya, 

former Rajasthan basketball team captain Danveer Singh Bhati led hundreds 

of national and international players in a grand event at Devi Dutt Dalmia 

College Of Physical Education on Monday. Under Bhati’s leadership, players 

formed a human chain, inscribed “Jai Shri Ram,” and collectively recited 

the Hanuman Chalisa. The festivities continued with fireworks, attended 

by College Principal Navneet Kumar, Dr Shehzad Singh Shekhawat, sports 

officials, trainers and enthusiasts. Following Bhati’s social media call, 

players across the state joyously celebrated the auspicious occasion on their 

respective sports grounds.

Puno, a leading name in indoor 
entertainment, has unveiled 
'Puno Advance,' North India's first 
Immersive Experience Entertainment 
Center, located at Horizon Tower, 
Malviya Nagar, Jaipur. Following 
the success of their Pune venture 
in June 2023, this center introduces 
Augmented Bowling and VR rides. 
CEO Pankaj Agarwal emphasises a 
'PHYGITAL' entertainment concept, 
blending physical and digital 
experiences. The launch also features 
'Pots & Plates,' Jaipur's first multi-
cuisine Sports Lounge.

In a spectacle of devotion and camaraderie, the residents of Anukampa 
Residency in Durgapura came together to celebrate the joyous occasion of 
welcoming Lord Rama on Tuesday. The event unfolded with a spiritually 
enriching Sunderkand Path, where residents immersed themselves in the verses 
that narrate the glorious saga of Lord Rama. The atmosphere at Anukampa 
Residency was charged with positive energy as families and neighbours united in 
prayer, fostering a sense of community and shared spirituality. 

Mitali Dusad

mitalidusad@firstindia.co.in

n a dazzling 
spectacle, Bolly-
wood sensations 
Kriti Sanon and 

Shahid Kapoor graced the 
Pink City with their pres-
ence at Hotel Marriott on 
Wednesday, captivating fans 
and media alike. The dy-
namic duo was in Jaipur to 
promote their highly antici-
pated film, “Teri Baato Mein 

Aisa Uljha Jiya,” scheduled 
for release on February 9, 
2024.

As the stars took the stage, 
they shared insights into the 
movie’s plot, a captivating 
tale of love, intrigue and 
self-discovery. “Teri Baato 
Mein Aisa Uljha Jiya” prom-
ises to be a rollercoaster of 
emotions, exploring the 
complexities of relation-
ships in the modern era. 
Adding another layer of ex-
citement to the evening, the 

film’s enchanting soundtrack 
took center stage. The latest 
addition to the musical en-
semble, “Gulaabi Ankhi-
yaan,” was unveiled in 
Jaipur, creating ripples of 
anticipation among fans. 
The song, with its soul-stir-
ring melody, is poised to be-
come a chart-topper even 
before the movie hits the 
screens.

During the interactive ses-
sion, the charismatic actors 
fielded a series of quirky 
questions from the curious 
audience. When confronted 
with the possibility of artifi-
cial intelligence replacing 
human emotions, Shahid 
Kapoor responded with 
thoughtfulness, stating, 
“While AI is advancing rap-
idly, the depth and complex-
ity of human emotions are 
irreplaceable. Technology 
may assist, but the essence 
of human feelings is some-
thing unparalleled.”

Kriti Sanon, equally en-
gaged in the conversation, 

shared her excitement about 
working on a project that 
delves into the intricacies of 
relationships in the digital 
age. “Our film explores the 
nuances of modern love, and 
I believe the audience will 
connect with the relatability 
of the characters and their 
journey,” she expressed.

As the evening unfolded, 
the Pink City witnessed a fu-
sion of glamour, entertain-
ment and insightful con-
versations, leaving eve-
ryone eagerly antici-
pating the cinematic 
treat that “Teri 
Baato Mein 
Aisa Uljha 
J i y a ” 
promises 
to be.

A symphony  
OF  COLOURS

City First

cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

n a vibrant 
ceremony at 
S h i l p g r a m 
Jawahar Art 
Center Jaipur, 

the seventh edition of the 
Jaipur Art Festival com-
menced on Wednesday. 

Pawan Arora, CEO & 
Managing Editor of First In-
dia News graced the occasion 
as the Chief Guest and inau-
gurated the event with a lamp 
lighting ceremony along with 

Jaipur Art Festival Chief 
Convener BM Chandna. Re-
nowned miniature artist Pad-
mashree S Shakir Ali, Na-
tional Award-winning Vedic 
artist Ramu Ram Dev and 
Head of Visual Arts Depart-
ment at RU Sumit Sen at-
tended as special guests. 

This year’s festival stands 
out with its dedicated focus 
on women power in art, 
showcasing artworks crafted 
by women artists, comprising 
80 percent of the exhibited 
pieces. The delicate expres-
sions and feelings of women 

come alive through the di-
verse forms and styles on 
display.

Pawan Arora expressed his 
appreciation for the silent ef-
forts and contributions of 
Prof BK Dutta and BM 
Chandna, emphasising that 
this marks the 7th season of 
their hard work. Arora high-
lighted the need for a plat-
form to discuss the art of 
painting, urging further con-
sideration on this subject.

Sumit Sen shared his en-
thusiasm, emphasizing the 
festival’s scope and signifi-

cance. The university actively 
participates, encouraging stu-
dents from the Fine Art De-
partment to showcase their 
talents alongside renowned 
artists, fostering a dynamic 
exchange of artistic expres-
sion. Among the showcased 
artworks, Mohit Prajapat’s 
paintings garnered significant 
attention. Prajapat, a first-
year graduate and IB student, 
has produced over a thousand 
paintings, drawing admira-
tion and sales. The festival 
showcases an array of artistic 
expressions, including realis-

tic, contemporary, and mod-
ern painting/sculptures, tex-
tile, photography, papier-mâ-
ché, jewellery, metal craft, 
architecture, woodcraft and 
installation arts.

Visitors are treated to an 
array of exhibits, including 
depictions of Shri Ram’s life 
and significant events, hand-
crafted lap art, bronze sculp-
tures and paintings depicting 
deities. The festival promises 
a visual feast for art lovers, 
open from 11 am to 9 pm un-
til January 28.

Special Guests Padma Shri 
awardee S. Shakir Hussain, 
Ramu Ramdev and Sumit 
Sen added to the festival’s 
grandeur. The Jaipur Art Fes-
tival not only celebrates art in 
its diverse forms but also 
serves as a testament to the 
dedication and talent of art-
ists across the country.

I

In a joyous celebration, 
the Tilak Nagar Agrasakhi 
group is gearing up to 
welcome Lord Rama 
with enthusiasm and 
merriment. Embracing the 
arrival of their sweetest 
Lord, homes will resonate 
with melodious bhajans, 
vibrant plays and spirited 
games. The atmosphere is charged with excitement as the community eagerly 
anticipates the divine festivities to mark the auspicious occasion.

  MUKESH KIRADOO

Love in the time of AI

I

In a significant 
development, Mahesh 
Sharma was appointed 
as the State Executive 
President of the Rajasthan 
Brahmin Sabha on 
Wednesday. Having served 
in various capacities 
in the organisation 
previously, including as 
the Youth State President, 
Sharma consistently 
demonstrated dedication 
to the welfare of the 
Brahmin community. His 
appointment comes on 
the recommendation of 
State President Kesari 
Chand Bhawar Lal Sharma 
and has been endorsed 
by District President 
Madhusudan Sharma.

Empowering Lives, 
INSPIRING HOPE

City First

cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

n a notable visit to Bhagwan 
Mahaveer Viklang Sahayata 
Samiti (BMVSS) in Jaipur, 
Dennis Francis, President of 

the United Nations General Assembly, 
commended the innovative manufactur-
ing process of the renowned Jaipur Foot. 
Impressed by the advanced yet cost-ef-
fective prosthetics, he praised BMVSS 
for providing free high-tech limbs to 
amputees across India. The delegation, 
including UN representatives and India’s 

Permanent UN Representative, wit-
nessed presentations by BMVSS leaders 
D R Mehta and Satish Mehta, highlight-
ing their remarkable achievements. No-
tably, BMVSS has rehabilitated 2.2 mil-
lion people globally, conducting limb 
fitment camps in 42 countries. The visit 
also featured heartwarming interactions, 
such as Francis playing football with a 
six-year-old recipient of the Jaipur Foot. 
D R Mehta advocated for a diversified 
prosthetic approach, emphasizing BM-
VSS’s potential partnership with global 
organisations for disability rehabilitation 
in various regions.

I

  MUKESH KIRADOO

Kriti Sanon & Shahid Kapoor in conversation with the audience

Kriti Sanon

(L-R) Pranika Mittal, Suryansh Gupta, Medansh 
Vedi, Prakhar Mittal, Shreeya Mittal & Rani Mittal

Pawan Arora interacts with stall representatives
Pawan Arora addressing the audience. Also seen are 
Sumit Sen, Padmshri Shakir Ali, Ramu Ramdev and BM Chandna

Capturing the ethereal beauty 
of feather through strokes of colours

Artistic tribute to devotion & architectural splendour   M
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Love and joy abound as Shraddha 
(Kriti), daughter of Padmakshi & 
Virendra Pareek with Mukul, son of 
Anjula and Suresh Pareek tied the 
knot in a splendid ceremony that 
captivated guests and onlookers 
alike. Dr Jagdeesh Chandra also 
graced the ceremony and blessed 
the newlyweds. The enchanting 
celebration took place on Monday 
at the exquisite venue, Geet 
Mahal, Rajawas, Jaipur. 

In a heartwarming celebration, Rashmi and Mayank Ramchandani tied the 
knot, inviting friends and family to share in their joy. The newlyweds sought 
blessings on their journey together, hosting a Prashadi lunch on Tuesday, at 
Shri Khole Ke Hanumanji Temple in Jaipur. Dr Jagdeesh Chandra graced the 
occasion, extending congratulations to the couple. The event was a beautiful 
blend of love, tradition and divine blessings, symbolizing the start of their 
new life together.

Dr Jagdeesh Chandra with  Anil Pareek, 
Virendra Pareek, Virendra Singh and Narendra Pareek

Kushagra, (Groom) Mukul, (Bride) Shraddha, 
Virendra and Padmakshi Pareek

Dr Jagdeesh Chandra with (L-R) Sneha Ramchandani, Mayank Mehra, 
Rashmi Ramchandani, Pushpa Ramchandani and Yasha Ramchandani

Neha & Pankaj
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