
CM asks officials to firm-up containment zone strategy to contain C-19
First India Bureau

Lucknow: To curb the 
further spread of  the 
deadly Covid-19 virus 
amid an already mas-
sive spike in infections 
across the Uttar 
Pradesh, Chief  Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath has 
issued strict directives 
to firm up the contain-
ment zone strategy in 
the state, as a result of  
which a total of  77989 
containment zones have 
been set up across the 
state in bringing down 
the transmission levels.

According to the offi-
cial order, a 25-metre 
containment zone is set 
up if  one positive Cov-
id-19 case is detected, 
while a 50-metre con-
tainment zone is estab-
lished if  more than one 
positive case is found. A 
total of  twenty houses 
fall within the 25-metre 
containment zone and 
the corresponding fig-
ure is 60 for the 50-metre 
one.

A total of  36 lakh of  
population residing in 
about 7.16 lakh houses 
are under these contain-

ment zones. These are 
manned by over twenty 
five thousand of  police 
personnel. The order 

also says that an area 
would remain a contain-
ment zone for 14 days 
from the date of  sample 

collection of  the last 
positive case of  the vi-
ral disease. If  no fresh 
infection is found for 14 
days from the date of  
sample collection of  the 
last positive case, that 
area would be delisted 
as a containment zone.

Stepping up preven-
tive measures in the 

wake of  a spike in coro-
navirus cases and amid 
the heavy influx of  mi-
grant workers after co-
rona curfew and lock-
downs were clamped in 
several states including 
Delhi, Maharashtra, 
MP and Rajasthan, the 
Yogi Government of  the 
state has set up approx 

350 quarantine centers 
across Uttar Pradesh. 
“All trains coming from 
Maharashtra, Gujarat, 
Punjab and other states 
are overloaded with 
workers, make proper 
arrangements for coro-
na testing and quaran-
tining of  the migrant 
workers, as well as for 
their food,” CM Yogi in-
structed the officials.

Similarly, the govern-
ment has also ramped 
up surveillance at air-
ports, railway stations 
and all the bus stops. 

 Turn to P6

CM Yogi Adityanath

CURBING COVID MENACE



A total of 77989 
containment 

zones have been 
set up across 

the state in 
bringing down 

the transmission 
levels despite 

higher infection 
rates

QUARANTINE CENTERS SET UP IN LKO

NASHIK
GASPS

t least 24 COVID-19 
patients on ventila-
tor support suffo-
cated to death on 
Wednesday when 

their oxygen supply stopped 
suddenly because of  a mal-
function in the main storage 
at a civic-run Dr Zakir Hu-
sain Hospital in Nashik in 
Maharashtra, officials said. 

Chief  Minister Uddhav 
Thackeray ordered high-level 
inquiry to see if  the tragedy 
was due to negligence, Maha-
rashtra Health Minister 
Rajesh Tope said. The Hospi-
tal is a dedicated Covid hospi-
tal with over 150 patients ad-
mitted. A private company 
looked after the tank mainte-
nance at the hospital, District 
Collector Suraj Mandhare 
said, adding technicians 
closed the tank valve prevent-
ing more deaths.

Wednesday’s disruption of  

medical oxygen supply was 
caused by leakage from a stor-
age plant, officials said. The 
municipal corporation shift-
ed cylinders from other facili-
ties in the city to help the pa-
tients at the hospital after the 
leak, which was noticed 
around 12.30 pm, an official 
said. A 13 kilolitre oxygen 
tank was set up on the prem-
ises of  the hospital, located in 
the Dwarka area of  Nashik.

 Turn to P6 

24 COVID PATIENTS 
DIE AFTER OXYGEN 
TANK LEAK IN HOSP

A

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi
The tragedy at a 

hospital in Nashik 
because of oxygen 

tank leakage is heart-
wrenching. Anguished 
by the loss of lives due 

to it. Condolences to 
the bereaved families in 

this sad hour.

Amit Shah @AmitShah
Distressed to hear the 
news of the accident. 
I express my deepest 

condolences to the 
families who have lost 

their loved ones in 
this incident.”

Maha imposes more 
restrictions from today
Maharashtra govt issues fresh restrictions to be 
imposed in the state from 8 pm on 22nd April to 
7 am on May 1. As per the orders, attendance in 
government offi ces is to be reduced to 15%, except 
for departments engaged in emergency services. All 
private offi ces have been asked to reduce attend-
ance from 50% to 15%. Weddings will now be al-
lowed only for 2 hours with a capacity of 25 people. 
Travel in Local trains/metro/monorail will only be 
restricted to govt employees and med personnel. 

Covishield at `400/
dose for states; 
`600 for pvt hosps

OXYGEN POLITICS 
BETWEEN DELHI, 
HARYANA AND UP

AIR INDIA CANCELS 
INDIA-UK FLIGHTS

PEOPLE CRYING FOR 
OXYGEN: PRIYANKA

.04% test +ve after 
2nd Covaxin dose, 
.03% for Covishield

New Delhi: Serum Institute of 
India’s Covishield will be avail-
able to state governments at 
Rs400 a dose and private hospi-
tals at Rs600 a dose, the Pune 
headquartered company said 
Wednesday. Adar Poonawalla 
said, “For the next two months, 
we will address the limited ca-
pacity by scaling up the vaccine 
production,” said Poonawala in 
a statement. “Going ahead, 50% 
of our capacities  Turn to P6

New Delhi: Far from hospital 
corridors, the oxygen crisis in 
the national capital also played 
out in the corridors of power 
as Delhi, Haryana and Uttar 
Pradesh traded charges over 
supply of oxygen to hospitals 
in the city. The Delhi govern-
ment, which had until Tuesday 
been accusing Uttar Pradesh 
of curbing supply of oxygen to 
the capital, was on Wednesday 
accused by Haryana of stealing 
oxygen from a tanker.  Turn to P6

Mumbai: Air India has cancelled 
all its fl ights to London from 
April 24 to 30 after the UK 
included India in its red list of 
countries. The list restricts entry 
of passengers, barring UK and 
Irish nationals and permanent 
residents. As many as 13 fl ights 
will be cancelled between London 
and Mumbai, Delhi and Bengaluru 
in this period. Further updates 
regarding rescheduling, refunds & 
waivers will be informed shortly” 
Air India said on Twitter.

New Delhi: Congress Gen Secy 
Priyanka Gandhi on Wednesday 
slammed Centre for showing 
insensitivity towards people during 
the pandemic, saying when “people 
are screaming for shortages of 
medical oxygen, medicines and 
hospital beds”, the central leaders are 
seen laughing during election rallies. 
Blaming the BJP-led government at 
the Centre for the alarming spread of 
COVID-19, She said that the Centre is 
concerned more about power rather 
than public health.

New Delhi: The central 
government on Tuesday said 
nearly 0.04 per cent of people 
who have taken the second 
dose of Covaxin have tested 
positive. Percentage of those 
who tested positive after taking 
the second dose of Covishield 
is 0.03 per cent. “Only 2-4 
people per 10,000 population 
are being infected with 
Covid-19 post vaccination,” 
said Dr Balram Bhargava, 
Director General, ICMR. 

INDIA COVID UPDATEUTTAR PRADESH
BIGGEST DAILY SPIKE! 
NEARLY 3L CASES, 
2,023 DEATHS

OVER 33K NEW CASES, 187 
DEATHS IN UP

Coronavirus has infected 
2,95,041 people in India 
and left 2,023 dead in the 
last 24 hours, in a grim 
new record for the coun-
try. India’s Covid-19 tally 
is now 1,56,16,130, with 
a death toll of 1,82,553. 
There are 21,57,538 active 
cases in the country.

Lucknow: Uttar Pradesh registered a 
whopping 33,214 fresh cases and a 
saddening 187 untimely deaths, both 
of which are new unwanted records 
so far since the birth of the Corona-
virus last year.The death toll in the 
state now fl ickers at 10,346 while the 
infection tally has reached 9,42,511 
as medical infrastructure in the state 
seems to have surpassed its limita-
tions about a week ago. 

—MORE ON P3

 Indrani Mukerjea, 39 
other inmates of Mum-
bai’s Byculla prison test 
positive for Covid

 Education Minister 
Ramesh Pokhriyal 
Nishank tests Covid 
positive

 MS Dhoni’s parents 
hospitalised after testing 
positive for Covid-19
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First India Bureau

Lucknow:Despite ram-
paging pandemic in Ut-
tar Pradesh, construc-
tion work of  prestigious 
Purvanchal and Bun-
delkhand expressways, 
which are going to be 
lifeline in the long-term 
development of  the 
state, has been going on 
in full swing. 

Chief  Minister Yogi 
Adityanath has regu-
larly been monitoring 
the works that have 
year 2022 set as their 
deadline. 

It is to be noted thatY-

ogi’s dream project 
Purvanchal Express-
way, is all set to open 
soon as the works going 
on a fast track mode, 
are over. 

Equally important is 
Bundelkhand Express-
way, which is a green-
field project  in UP’s 
most backward region, 
that had been yearning 
for development for 
years. 

Similarly, Ganga Ex-
pressway, that was orig-
inally conceived during 
the period of  Mayawati 
(2007-12) could not make 
headway as a PIL re-

sulted in  immediate 
shelving of  the project 
then, will also play an 
instrumental role in 

connecting various 
parts of  Uttar Pradesh. 
The 340 km long 
Poorvanchal Express-

way, costing around Rs 
22,494.66 crore as 
against Lucknow-Agra 
Expressway’s cost of  
around Rs 15000 crore, 
is a low cost venture 
passing though Luc-
know, Barabanki, Ame-
thi, Sultanpur, Ayod-
hya, Ambedkarnagar, 
Azamgarh, Mau and 
Ghazipur.

Connecting the  
Poorvanchal Express-
way to the existing Luc-
know-Agra Expressway 
has immense potential 
of  development of  a 
vast industrial corridor 
that connects the east-

ern Uttar Pradesh to 
western region of  the 
state ensuring over all 
development. 

“Lack of  infrastruc-
ture in eastern UP had 
proved bane for the re-
gion over the decades as 
governments in the 
past never looked at the 
region from develop-
ment perspective”, 
commented a Gorakh-
pur-based social activ-
ist Imtiyaz Ali. He said 
the credit for speeding 
up of  region’s develop-
ment goes to none other 
but Chief  Minister Yogi 
Adityanath. 

Expressways to realise UP’s  developmental roadmap 

On-going construction at the Purvanchal Expressway.

INFRA BOOST

Doctors protest against 
lack of protective gears

First India Bureau

Lucknow: Junior doc-
tors of  Uttar Pradesh 
University of  Medical 
Sciences, Safai, organ-
ised a protest against 
varsity administration 
complaining about 
shortage of  protective 
gears, which further in-
tensified after one of  
their colleagues was re-
fused to get private 
room. Over 50 students 
gathered in-front of  
vice-chancellor’s office 
to register their protest 
on Wednesday. 

The doctors said that 
they were protesting 
against shortage of  
PPE kit, gloves and face 
shield as their lives 
were on risk while 
treating patients. They 
also complained that 
the university denied 

private rooms for one of  
their colleagues, when 
he was exposed to Co-
rona virus infection. 
They alleged that var-
sity administration 
said that private rooms 
were reserved only for 
VIPs. 

Students alleged that 
administration were ig-
noring their plights and 
they were constantly 
working under high-
risk zone without any 
safety gears. 

They said even gloves 
and face masks were 
not provided to the jun-
ior doctors working in 
the hospital. 

Earlier, the nursing 
association at the medi-
cal university had given 
a 10-point memoran-
dum to the VC about 
their demands related 
to basic amenities. 

Doctors protesting at University of Medical Sciences, Safai.

 CUSTOMERS AWAITED...

Coronavirus spread has limited the number of people going out of their homes,  as fruit 
vendors in Lucknow are seen waiting for customers on Wednesday.

Irregularities in Knp hospital displease
dist judge, FIR against four docs, mgr

UP fares better than Delhi, other 
states in handling covid crisis

First India Bureau

Kanpur:A case with 
regards to irregulari-
ties in treatment was 
registered against the 
hospital manager, doc-
tors and its staff  on 
Wednesday, after a dis-
trict judge infected 
with Covid-19, who vis-
ited the hospital along 
with the Chief  Medical 
Officer (CMO) and oth-

er senior officials, was 
stuck in hospital lift 
due to a power outage 
on Wednesday.  

The police have reg-
istered a case against 
the hospital manager 
and four doctors of  
Narayana Hospital of  
Kanpur on the com-
plaint of  the CMO and 
the doctors have been 
taken into custody.  
District judge RP Sin-

gh was tested positive 
for Coronavirus infec-
tion on April 18. He vis-
ited Narayana hospital 
for treatment along 
with CMO and CMS 
but he was not properly 
treated. 

Later, the CMO 
called the cops and reg-
istered a case against 
hospital manager Amit 
Narayan Trivedi and 
four doctors.  

First India Bureau

Lucknow: Despite 
passing through one its 
worst phases of  fresh 
covid onslaught, UP  
has fared much better 
than other states in 
dealing with the pan-
demic, according to 
data released by Union 
Health Ministry .

Though official fig-
ures are usually to be 
taken with a pinch of  
salt, the health minis-
try statistics put UP 
above Maharashtra, 

Kerala, Karnataka, Del-
hi, Tamil Nadu and 
Andhra Pradesh in the 
fight against COVID-19. 
In a comparative study, 
while UP has only 14. 
7% of  COVID cases,  

Delhi tops the list with 
32.8% positive cases, 
states the report. It 
says only UP has man-
aged to slow down its 
rate and growth of  
infections considera-
bly among major 
states.

 According to the 
data, the number of  
positive cases inUP de-
spite having the largest 
population has only 8.87 
lakhs compared to Ma-
harashtra (38.98 lakhs) 
Kerala (12.52 lakhs) and  
Karnataka (11.76 lakhs).

Yogi asks hospitals to share oxygen stock info on public domain

BOOK BLACK MARKETEERS IN 
UP UNDER NSA, DIRECTS CM
First India Bureau

Lucknow: Chief  Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath has 
directed officials to con-
duct raids on those in-
volved in black-market-
ing of  medicines like 
remdesivir and book 
offenders under Nation-
al Security Act (NSA).

To keep black-mar-
keteers at bay, Yogi has 
sought real-time track-
ing of  oxygen vehicles 
with GPS tracking de-
vices. “Provide police 
protection to all oxygen 
plants. Monitor oxygen 
vehicles through GPS 
devices. Take every pos-
sible step to prevent 
black marketing and 
profiteering of  oxygen 
and other life-saving 
drugs,” he told officials 
while chairing a review 
meeting with his core 
Team 11 officials here 
on Wednesday.

“At all oxygen plants/
refilling centres, offic-
ers should be deployed, 
and it should be en-
sured that oxygen is 

given in a transparent 
manner,” he said.  He 
added that producers of  
remdesivir drug should 
be effectively moni-
tored.

 He said it was good 
to note that over 
14,000 patients have 
recovered from the 
disease since Tuesday, 
and appealed to peo-
ple to take all precau-
tions.

“There is no short-
age of  medicines , oxy-

gen,” he asserted. 
Hospitals should put 

information of  availa-
ble beds in the public 
domain and update it 
regularly. They should 
also audit their medical 
oxygen stock, he added.

“The state will get 
10,000 remdesivir vials 
by Thursday and a de-
mand of  50K more vials 
per day is to be sent 
daily,” Yogi said.

The CM directed of-
ficials to increase the 

number of  beds in eve-
ry district by at least 200 
and asked them to quar-
antine migrants com-
ing from other states for 
two weeks. He also 
asked them to make 
preparations for free 
vaccination for people 
above 18 years as decid-
ed by the state Cabinet 
on Tuesday. He said 50 
%of  108 ambulance ser-
vice should be dedicat-
ed for COVID-19 pa-
tients.

A medical oxygen factory announces unavailability of stocks at its entrance gate on Wednesday.

Yogi  Speaks
Yogi  Speaks

C M Yogi has ex-
pressed shock over 

the oxygen leak incident 
in Nashik (Maharashtra) 
today. He said it was 
heart-rending and a 
warning that 
we should not take 
safety precautions 
lightly.

UP CM has deeply 
mourned death of 

people in a road acci-
dent in Bulandshahr dis-
trict. He has conveyed 
his condolences to the 
bereaved families and 
asked offi cials to provide 
all possible help.

Jobs to over 1K youths via 
pollution check points

First India Bureau

Lucknow: Keeping in 
mind the livelihood of  
thousands of  unem-
ployed people of  the 
state, the Uttar 
Pradesh Transport 
Department has come 
up with a new scheme.

 Under the scheme, 
the UP Transport De-
partment is opening 
600 Automobiles Pol-
lution Testing
Centers which will 
curb the problem of  
toxic smoke (pollu-
tion) being released 
from the vehicles In 
the state. 

Not only this, under 
this scheme of  the 
government, High 
School passed youth 
will also get enor-
mous employment op-
portunities, officials 
here on Wednesday 
disclosed.

As mentioned in 
the scheme, a total 
number of  600 pol-
lution check centres 
will be opened at the 
tehsil level in all the 
75 districts of  the 
state, including Luc-
know. 

Around 1000 

youths with a high 
school passed cer-
tificate will be di-
rectly involved in 
this project.

Moreover, with an 
increase in produc-

tion of  pollution test-
ing machines to be 
installed in these cen-
tres, the income of  
more than 10,000 peo-
ple, engaged in its 
maintenance, will 
also increase.

While the number 
of  vehicles has ex-
ceeded 2.5 million, 
there are only 75 pol-
lution control centres 
in the state capital so 
far. 

The National Green 
Tribunal-NGT has 
also expressed con-
cern over the increas-
ing pollution in the 
UP, after which the 
Transport Depart-
ment prepared a new 
plan to open more and 
more pollution testing 
centers in the entire 
state.

A pollution check centre.  —FILE PHOTO

ALMOST READY

CM inspects Covid care set-up in four cities 
First India Bureau

Lucknow: Chief  Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath  
reviewed the covid 
management system 
and functioning of  gov-
ernment hospitals and 
medical colleges in four 
worst-hit cities includ-
ing Lucknow, Varanasi, 
Kanpur and Prayagraj 
on Wednesday.

Principal Secretary 
Medical Education and 
Principal Secretary to 
Chief  Minister have 
been asked to monitor 
availability and setting 
up of  oxygen plants in 

medical colleges and 
private hospitals in 
these districts. 

The CM, who was in-
teracting with senior 
officials of  these dis-

tricts through video-
conferencing, asked 
them to ensure that In-
tegrated command and 
control centers operat-
ed effectively. 

Instructions were 
given to make sure that 
apart from updated in-
formation on the avail-
ability of  beds in Covid 
hospitals, the process 
of  bed allocation should 
be done in a transpar-
ent manner.

Ministers in-charge 
of  these districts, the 
divisional commis-
sioner, district officer, 
police officer, chief  
medical officer, heads 
of  medical institu-
tions and medical col-
leges and senior offi-
cials of  the govern-
ment were told to 

monitor availability 
of  drugs including 
medical Oxygen and  
Remdesivir. 

CM Yogi further said 
that he expected SGP.
GI, K.G.M.U. and RM-
LIS to continue the 
training staff  for man-
age Virtual ICU in UP. 

Deputy Chief  Minis-
ter Keshav Prasad Mau-
rya, Medical Education 
Minister  Suresh Khan-
na, Health Minister Jai 
Pratap Singh, Water 
Power Minister Dr. Ma-
hendra Singh were pre-
sent during the video 
conferencing session.

CM Yogi Adityanath.  —FILE PHOTO

Patients struggle. 
—PHOTO BY SUMIT KUMAR

—
PHOTO BY SUM

IT KUM
AR
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Bio-medical waste disposed of by medics & patients, could be one of the contributors for 
virus-spread. Seen here is the BMW dumped carelessly at Lok Bandhu Hospital in Lucknow.

 Oxygen carriages that transported the vital gas to Lucknow during crisis, being 
transported back through goods trains at Charbagh Railway station on Wednesday. 

Cops stand guard at an Oxygen manufacturing facility in Lucknow on Wednesday. The 
precious life-saving commodity is hard to find for patients in the city. 

SURGE CONTINUES IN UP

Rlys to run second Oxygen Exp to UP

First India Bureau

Lucknow: Situation pertain-
ing to Covid-19 in Uttar 
Pradesh continues to be in 
rough waters. A lot of  it has to 
do with the people and the ad-
ministration, both havingtak-
en up a lax approach.

The state registered a whop-
ping 33,214 fresh cases and a 
saddening 187 untimely 
deaths, both of  which are new 
unwanted records so far since 
the birth of  the Coronavirus 
last year.

The death toll in the state 
now flickers at 10,346 while the 
infection tally has 
reached 9,42,511 as 
medical infra-
structure in 
the state seems 
to have sur-
passed its limi-
tations about a 
week ago.

Of  the fresh deaths, Luc-
know recorded 21, followed by 
Kanpur 15, Varanasi 12, Gora-
khpur 10, Unnao nine and 
Ghaziabad eight. Among the 
new cases reported in a day, 
Lucknow recorded the most 
5,902 infections, followed by 
Varanasi 2,564, Allahabad 
1,828, Kanur 1,811 and Meerut 
1,273. During the same period, 
14,198 covid patients have re-
cuperated, taking the total 
number recoveries in the state 
so far to 6,89,900. 

First India Bureau

Lucknow:  Varsha, of  
Lucknow is giving free 
service for transporting 
bodies of  corona vic-
tims. She said that she 
started this work with 
only one vehicle but 
now has added one 
more for the noble 
work.

Wife of  an assistant 
engineer in PWD, Luc-
know, she informed that 
her husband has she got 
a lot of  support from her 
husband in this work.

In the ongoing second 
wave of  the epidemic 
sweeping across the 
country, where people 
have left their own loved 
ones, generous people 
are coming forward to 
help those in distress. 

Varsha Verma, a resi-
dent of  Lucknow, is 
presently providing free 
carcass services to peo-
ple who are not finan-
cially capable enough to 
afford a paid service to 
transport bodies to Vai-
kunth Dham. She is also 
helping those who do 
not get the service on 
time. Varsha has been 
sitting in the Lohia Hos-
pital here for the last 
five days with a plank on 
which the message is 
written ‘free hearse ser-
vice’.

When she started this 
work, she had only one 
vehicle, but slowly she 
managed one more vehi-
cle for the work. She has 
also kept two drivers 
who are continuously 
helping her in the task.

First India Bureau

Gautam Buddh Na-
gar: Amid reports of  
shortage of  anti-viral 
drugs across several 
states, Uttar Pradesh Po-
lice arrested a man in 
Noida for allegedly 
black marketing Remde-
sivir and seized 105 vials 
of  the injection worth 
over Rs 1.5 lakh.

As per an official 
statement of  DCP 
(Crime) Abhishek Sin-

gh, the accused named 
Rachit Ghai was black-
marketing Remdesivir 
in Noida.

“On April 20, the 
Crime branch and team 
of  policemen from Noi-
da sector 20 police sta-
tion arrested a man 
named Rachit Ghai. 
This person is a resident 
of  Delhi and from March 
2021, he was living in 
Noida. He was doing 

black marketing of  
Remdesivir by bringing 
the drugs from Delhi 
and Chandigarh,” said 
DCP Singh.

He added that man 
has been arrested under 
Drugs and Cosmetics 
Act, 1940 and other rele-
vant sections of  the 
(IPC. Police Commis-
sionerate Gautam Bud-
dh Nagar also tweeted 
about the case. 

First India Bureau

New Delhi/Lucknow: 
The railways on 
Wednesday said it will 
run its second Oxygen 
Express to UP after a 
request was received 
from the state govern-
ment.

The Oxygen Express, 
carrying around seven 
to eight empty tankers, 
will leave Lucknow on 
Wednesday night to fill 
up liquid medical oxy-
gen from Bokaro, the 
national transporter 
said.

The railways also 
said that it had received 

a similar request from 
Madhya Pradesh to 
transport liquid oxygen 
from Rourkela and 
Bokaro to Bhopal and 
its logistics are now be-
ing worked out.

The first such train 
with seven empty rakes 
to bring oxygen to Ma-
harashtra will reach 
Vizag by midnight. 
Earlier, the Maharash-
tra and MP government 

had written to railways 
to explore whether liq-
uid medical oxygen 
tankers could be moved 
by the rail network.

The railways has for-
mulated a policy by 
which cryogenic tank-
ers will be transported 
as a paid-for roll on-roll 
of  (Ro-Ro) service to 
various destinations. 
The policy said the staff  
accompanying liquid 
oxygen trucks to be 
loaded on the Ro-Ro ser-
vice will be charged sec-
ond class ticket only 
and two people will be 
allowed to accompany 
the trucks.

ICCC  
Operations 
in-charge 

(8am-8pm)  
Ritu Suhas: 
8707453233 

Tehsildar 
(8am-8pm) 

Rajesh 
Shukla: 

9838540604
Hello Doctor:  

0522 3515700 
 

Whatsapp: 
7839125048 

Mobile: 
9918001558, 
9918001519,           
9918001450, 
9918001704 

Landline:  
0522-

4523000, 
2610145, 
4523950

KEEP THE 
HELPLINE 
NUMBERS 
HANDY

SWEAR  
TO WEAR

Dy CM Dinesh Sharma 
and his wife too tested 
positive for Covid-19 on 
Wednesday. Sharma took 
to Twitter to announce 
the development

A critical Covid-19 patient forced to wait in the ambulance outside the Balrampur Hospital as beds remain eluded in the city on 
Wednesday as well.                                                                                                                   —PHOTO BY SUMIT KUMAR 

GOVT ANNOUNCES PAID 
LEAVE TO COVID POSITIVE 
GOVT, PVT EMPLOYEES 
Lucknow: In a relief  
to covid positive pa-
tients, working in 
government and pri-
vate organisations, 
the Yogi Adityanath 
government has an-
nounced 28-day paid 
leave for them.

Last year also, the 
government had is-
sued an order in this 
regard after the out-
break of  covidpan-
demic in UP. The or-
der was issued again 
on Wednesday direct-
ing all government 
departments and pri-
vate organizations to 
pay 28 day paid leave 
to their covid positive 
employees.

As per the govern-
ment order, all organ-
izations, government 
or private, having 
over 10 employees on 
their rolls will have to 
set up a Covid-19 Help 
Desk and provide 28 
days salaries to their 
covid positive em-
ployees.

The CM has also 
directed to pay sala-
ries if  their factories 
are closed on govern-
ment orders due to 
the second surge of  
covid in the state. 

The government 
has reiterated it has 
no plans as of  now to 
impose lockdown in 
the state. 

First India Bureau

Lucknow: The state 
government has decid-
ed to remove Dr. Ra-
jeev Lochan as the 
Director of  Balram-
pur Hospital, Luc-
know after serious 
case of  mismanage-
ment in the last few 
days came to the notice 
of  the government.

Dr. SK Pandey who 
was the Addition Di-
rector in Health Direc-
torate has now been 
promoted and named 
as the Director of  Bal-
rampur Hospital. 

Dr. SK Pandey is 
among three doctors 
who have been pro-
moted from Addi-
tional Director to Di-
rector.

NUMBERS IN NEED

Janardan Misra

Lucknow: Its not only 
shortage of  oxygen in 
hospitals and for indi-
viduals, people are 
deeply troubled by high 
rates and non-availabil-
ity of  medicines, pro-
tective gears including 
masks, sanitisers, face 
shields and gloves, med-
ical test rates, gloves 
and black marketing of  
beds in hospitals. 

Though UP CM Yogi 
Adityanath has ordered 
to book the perpetra-

tors involved in black 
marketing of  medicines 
under NSA, fearless cul-
prits were active at sev-
eral places. 

Higher officials were 
instructed to curb on 
black marketing of  
medicines like Remde-
sivir, Fabiflue and other 
lifesaving drugs. It was 
reported that perpetra-
tors were selling remde-
sivir as high as for Rs 
40k to 60k while actual 
price for drug was un-
der Rs 1k.

Masks, sanitisers, 
face shields and gloves 
were also being sold at 

high prices than usual. 
Normal masks were 

sold at Rs 10 to 50 while 
masks providing better 
protections were start-
ing from Rs 150. Face 
shields and gloves were 
also being sold at high-
er prices. Simple gloves 
starting from Rs 25 
while little better-quali-
ty gloves were at Rs 150 
to Rs 600.

Government was em-
phasising on more med-
ical tests to confirm 
Corona cases but at pri-
vate laboratories sev-
eral irregularities were 
observed. Home collec-

tion had separate 
charges despite of  
stringent directions 
about not taking more 
prices for tests. 

Reports were being 
provided after more 
than two days due to 
high burden on testing 
labs.  

Black marketing of  
beds in private hospi-
tals was also reported at 
several places. Hospi-
tals informing full ca-
pacity of  patients were 
selling their beds in 
hospitals in outer areas.

Opportunity In Misfortune: Crooks setting new highs
SHAME

—FILE PHOTO 

ACS Home Awanish Awasthi inspecting loading of oxygen 
chambers at Charbagh railway station on Wednesday. 

For a dignified rite of 
passage, dial Varsha 

Balrampur Hosp director 
removed for mgmt lapses

One held for Remdesivir black marketing 

Varsha and her staff at RML Hospital on Wednesday. 

LMC Control Room for Cleanliness, Sanitisation 
& Cremation of covid bodies: 
6389300137, 6389300138 & 6389300139  

NODAL OFFICERS 
SGPGI: Vikas Kumar Singh, SDM, Mohanlalganj 
9454416491

KGMU: Santosh Kumar Singh, ACM-2 9415005009 

RML Hospital: Pallavi Mishra, ACM-4 9454416497

—PHOTOS BY SUMIT KUMAR
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he police killing 
of  George Floyd 
begs for effective 
remedies that 
respond both to 

past harms while also pre-
venting future harm.

Former Minneapolis po-
lice officer Derek Chauvin 
was found guilty of  three 
counts in the killing of  
Floyd after he kneeled on 
the Black man’s neck for 
more than nine minutes as 
he pleaded for his life in 
May 2020. But what will be 
done now to ensure no one 
else dies a similar death at 
the hands of  police, espe-
cially given there have 
been several police killings 
following Floyd’s murder?

As legal theorist William 
Blackstone famously wrote, 
“every right when withheld 
must have a remedy.”

But American federal 
courts have never recog-
nized Blackstone’s truism 
because of  a legal doctrine 

known as qualified immu-
nity, which protects police 
or government officials 
from lawsuits by requiring 
plaintiffs to establish not 
only that their rights have 
been violated, but that 
state officials did so with a 
high level of  fault.

Given the egregious na-
ture of  Floyd’s killing, 
qualified immunity was 
not an issue in Floyd’s case. 
This helps explain why 
Minneapolis City Council 
agreed to pay the family 
US$27 million in damages.

But courts and legisla-
tures are increasingly find-
ing fault with qualified im-
munity.

DECISION 
OVERTURNED
The U.S. Supreme Court re-
cently held that lower 
courts had erred when they 
dismissed damage claims 
by a Texas prisoner on qual-
ified immunity grounds. It 

ruled that he can sue six 
prison officers who alleg-
edly forced him to sleep na-
ked in a cell covered with 
feces and sewage for days.

The court indicated that 
some violations are so egre-
gious that they might merit 
damages even in the ab-

sence of  clearly established 
law. Only Justice Clarence 
Thomas dissented.

The court also recently 
decided that damages can be 
sought for free speech viola-
tions even when the viola-
tion does not cause calcula-
ble harm. And in another 

recent case, the court ruled 
that a woman shot by the po-
lice when fleeing was subject 
to an unreasonable seizure.

SIGNS OF  
CHANGE AFOOT?
The ultimate remedy for a 
police department that 

cannot or will not respect 
rights would be to disband 
it. Failing that, the U.S. Su-
preme Court’s recent deci-
sions are promising. They 
may allow courts to com-
pensate the victims of  the 
most egregious forms of  
police abuse.

But that alone will be in-
adequate.

The courts and, if  not 
the courts, the people must 
demand governments take 
reasonable and measura-
ble steps to prevent future 
rights violations. The dam-
ages paid to Floyd’s family 
are an important step in 
remedying a searing injus-
tice. But much more needs 
to be done to prevent simi-
lar violations in the future.

There are no easy or 
guaranteed victories when 
it comes to legal remedies. 
But that doesn’t mean they 
aren’t important or should 
not be vigorously pursued.

SOURCE: THE CONVERSATION

George Floyd’s legacy: The end of police immunity

T

If with a pure mind a person 
speaks or acts happiness 
follows him like his never-
departing shadow. —Buddha

Spiritual
SPEAK

Top
TWEET

Dharmendra Pradhan  
@dpradhanbjp
I also elaborated on the speed and 
scale of India’s energy transition, 
including in phasing out existing 
energy consumption patterns, 
deploying natural gas as a bridge 
fuel in the energy transition and 
moving towards more clean 
forms of energy, including 
renewables and hydrogen.

Prakash Javadekar  
@PrakashJavdekar
On #CivilServicesDay, I extend my 
greetings to all the Civil Servants 
who have played a pioneering role 
in nation-building and continue 
to work hard. During the ongoing 
pandemic, the steel frame of 
India has done commendable and 
committed work. Let’s continue 
with dedication.

SHORTAGES 
GALORE AS GOVT 
STRUGGLE AND 

PEOPLE DIE
he Covid situation is chaotic and 
people should not depend on the 
government for the protection of  
their lives. The gist of  Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s speech on 

Tuesday was that there will be containment 
zones. As the second wave rages with full fe-
rocity, the government is struggling to deal 
with shortages of  all kinds. There continues 
to be an acute shortage of  beds in hospitals. 
Then came the shortage of  Remdesivir injec-
tions which are needed for critical care of  
Covid-19 patients. The unscrupulous traders 
and private hospitals began selling the injec-
tion at a premium to make profit out of  hu-
man misery. As if  these were not crippling 
enough, patients are now gasping for breath 
as there is a crisis of  oxygen or “national 
oxygen emergency” as someone chose to de-
scribe it. In between there was a clamour for 
lowering the age of  vaccination and making 
vaccines available to states who were then to 
decide on priority groups for vaccination.

Photo of  a Covid patient dying at the feet 
of  his mother in an auto in Varanasi was too 
poignant and haunting. There’s no dearth of  
similar stories of  patients dying for want of  
oxygen and lack of  hospital beds emanating 
from Lucknow or from all other parts of  the 
country. As hospitals in Delhi, Maharashtra 
and other states were left with only a couple 
of  hours of  oxygen supply, the Centre stepped 
in to avert a disaster. Still, there were com-
plaints by the Delhi government that Hary-
ana was blocking oxygen supply from plants 
located in the BJP-ruled state. The Centre has 
started Oxygen Special trains for Maharash-
tra and Lucknow. Just to give an idea, at least 
two prominent city hospitals are turning 
away patients for lack of  oxygen and one hos-
pital has closed down.

About critical care beds, the DRDO facility 
coming up in Lucknow with Rajnath Singh’s 
initiative will be a great help considering that 
they will also have adequate ventilator sup-
port. If  only the state government could per-
suade him to provide such hospitals in Vara-
nasi and Prayagraj also.

A word about the Centre’s new vaccine 
policy. A few days ago former Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh wrote a letter to Prime 
Minister “in a spirit of  co-operation” giving 
five suggestions for expanding the Covid vac-
cination programme. The suggestions in-
cluded publicising the firm orders for doses 
placed with manufacturers for next six 
months, distribution of  expected supply to 
states based on a transparent formula, flex-
ibility for states to define frontline workers, 
proactive support of  vaccine producers and 
import of  other vaccines. The Union Health 
Minister Harsh Vardhan ridiculed the for-
mer PM but Centre’s new policy on vaccina-
tion had a clear imprint of  what Dr Singh 
suggested. Sometimes it is better to be gra-
cious and heed the advice of  an academic 
like Dr Singh.       

IN-DEPTH

T

T
he use of  antibiotics is based on 
the paradigm there is a battle in 
progress in the body and it must 
be resolved — and, that the body 
is not capable of  success without 
drug support. Antibiotics ‘kill’ 
microorganisms related to a giv-
en illness or disease, all right; 
they also impede their duplica-
tion. The downside is disease-
causing bacteria have the innate 
ability to resist drugs or antibiot-
ics, just like our bodies defy bac-
teria. This is one reason why 
your doctor may increase the dos-
age of  your medicine even when 
the ‘cause’ or ‘character’ of  infec-
tion is the same as before. Be-
sides, antibiotics do not produce 
immune-stimulating effects; they 
lead to ‘drug-dependence,’ or 
side-effects — some of  them seri-
ous — including dysbiosis, or mi-
crobial imbalance in the body.

When Canadian researchers 
emerged with a simple fungus 
found in a dirt sample as the key 

to killing some of  the newest 
strains of  antibiotic-resistant 
bacteria, known as ‘superbugs,’ it 
set the ball rolling. Their study 
highlighted a natural fungal 
product capable of  disarming the 
bacteria’s genetic defences while 
allowing the once-powerless anti-
biotics to work again. Yet another 
study conducted in Bengaluru 
reported that scientists had suc-
cessfully developed a novel way 
of  attacking drug-resistant bacte-
ria. This new thrust apparently 
targets the bacterial cell mem-
brane, right from the word go — 
directly. What’s interesting is the 
study concurred that patients 
would not require multiple dos-
ages of  the same medicine.

This is certainly a roseate 
turnaround — a small, petite 
step, but a useful leap, in the 
right direction. Yet, the fact of  
the matter is microorganisms, or 
bacteria, are smart operators. 
They are crafty at beating our 
radar each time we come up with 
something new — even if  it is 
something spectacular or ‘never-
used-before’ new-fangled idea.

It is a fact that new, strikingly 
infectious, and resurgent illness-
es, or diseases, have been growing 
around our planet, with disturb-
ing intensity and progressing 
more rapidly than ever before. 
The latest, also diabolical, an ex-
ample is COVID-19. This pandem-
ic of  pandemics not only signals a 
crisis in human history, but also 
the tizzy dance of  mutual adapta-
tion that we ‘share’ with our mi-
crobial fellow travellers. We have 
got to only blame ourselves for 
such a nasty reality and complex-
ity. We have brought the ‘wolf ’ 

through the door by rendering, 
and disturbing, the natural fabric 
of  our environment, changing our 
behaviours and, ironically, by our 
resourcefulness to increasing the 
length and quality of  our lives.

So, how — and, most signifi-
cantly, where — have we gone 
wrong? To summarise Arno Kar-
len, PhD, a psychoanalyst, re-
searcher, and author, “For each 
new disease known to the gen-
eral public, there are a dozen oth-
ers; because, the wheels of  bio-
logical change keep turning 
faster. The shared evolution of  
humans and microbes has accel-
erated to a frenzied pace. For ex-
ample, much has been written 
about AIDS, but much less about 
other new diseases. Our scien-
tific and historical research is 
fragmented, like pieces of  mo-
saic rarely assembled in more 
bits and patches. We have been 
slow to understand that we live 
in a new bio-cultural era. For 
decades, we cherished the myth 
that infectious diseases were fad-
ing forever. This was a posture 
born of  inherited optimism.”

Karlen’s words speak of  one in-
escapable truth — about new 
emerging viruses and the increase 
in microbial resistance to drugs. 
You get the point. Without seeing 
our larger evolutionary picture, 
we cannot respond intelligently to 
challenges facing our health and 
survival. To pick one example — 
for 10,000 years, since the first 
hunter-gatherers settled in villag-
es, infections killed more people 
than war and famine. New diseas-
es, as is obvious, do not fall from 
the sky or leap from some mysteri-
ous black box. “Parasitism and 
disease are a natural, in fact neces-
sary, part of  life. They are funda-
mental to the existence of  every-
thing — from the earliest, simplest 
organisms to human beings.”

The scenario, on the whole, is 
gloomy; difficult, but not impos-
sible. There’s hope, notwith-
standing the ongoing abuse of  
our ecosystem and the dramatic 
changes in the biosphere. Yet, 
the paradox is no less inspiring. 
Our primate forebears had to 
cope with new diseases, and so 
did our Stone Age ancestors. So 
did the first farmers and the 
early urban inhabitants. Not-
withstanding struggles and cri-
ses, they were able to survive the 
challenges. We too will with our 
spectacular diagnostic and heal-
ing armamentarium, our resil-
ient immune system, and imagi-
nation, including our marvel-
lous ability to adapt and flourish.

The next best thing to do is — 
we must conquer every disease 
possible, but make a judicious ar-
mistice with some we can’t defeat.

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY  

THE AUTHOR ARE PERSONAL

 IT IS A FACT THAT NEW, 
STRIKINGLY INFECTIOUS, 

AND RESURGENT 
ILLNESSES, OR DISEASES, 

HAVE BEEN GROWING 
AROUND OUR PLANET, WITH 
DISTURBING INTENSITY AND 

PROGRESSING MORE 
RAPIDLY THAN EVER 

BEFORE. THE LATEST,  
ALSO DIABOLICAL,  

EXAMPLE IS COVID-19

RAJGOPAL  
NIDAMBOOR

WELLNESS PHYSICIAN, 
INDEPENDENT RESEARCHER 
AND AUTHOR

THE BUG 
PARADOX

When Canadian researchers emerged with 
a simple fungus found in a dirt sample as 
the key to killing some of the newest strains 
of antibiotic-resistant bacteria, known as 

‘superbugs,’ it set the ball rolling. Their study 
highlighted a natural fungal product capable of 
disarming the bacteria’s genetic defences while 
allowing the once-powerless antibiotics to work again. 
Yet another study conducted in Bengaluru reported 
that scientists had successfully developed a novel way 
of attacking drug-resistant bacteria
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CONSTRUCTION OF WATER 
FILTRATION PLANT UNDERWAY
Anantnag: The construc-
tion of a water fi ltration 
plant at Nowgam village 
of Shangus Block of Jam-
mu and Kashmir’s Anant-
nag district is currently 
underway. The new water 
fi ltration plant would be 
equipped with the latest 
purifi cation technology 
and will provide clean 
drinking water to over 40 
thousand people in four 

villages of Shangus block 
of Anantnag. According 
to Muhammad Ayoub, 
the assistant executive 
engineer Jal Shakti sub 
division Anantnag, “The 
work on this water fi ltra-
tion project will cost Rs 
13 crore and 33 lakhs and 
within next month, the 
project will be completed 
and villagers will get clean 
drinking water.” 

NSA DOVAL HAS NOT WRITTEN 
ANY LETTER LAUDING KUMBH
New Delhi: Government offi cials on Tuesday 
said that a letter which is doing rounds on social 
media suggesting that National Security Advi-
sor Ajit Doval has appreciated the Uttarakhand 
government offi cials for successfully organising 
the Kumbh Mela in Haridwar is “fake”. “The letter 
is fake and the NSA has not written any such 
letter,” said the government offi cials. In the letter 
addressed to the Uttarakhand Chief Secretary, 
Doval compliments him “in handling the situation 
during Kumbh Mela”.

NCB MUMBAI ARRESTS 2 DRUG 
PEDDLERS, SEIZES RS 9 LAKH
Mumbai: The Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB), 
Mumbai, on Wednesday arrested two drug 
peddlers and recovered Rs nine lakh in cash 
from them. Mumbai NCB conducted raids at 
the Agripada and Marol areas of Mumbai on 
Tuesday night. “MD drugs were recovered in 
the raid, and cash of Rs 9 lakh was also seized. 
The NCB has arrested two drug peddlers,” said 
the NCB. A similar incident happened earlier this 
week. NCB arrested three persons on April 18, 
seized drugs from their possession. —ANI

POINTSMAN, WHO SAVED CHILD AT 
A RAILWAY STATION IS AWARDED
Mumbai: The ministry 
of railways announced 
an award of Rs 50,000 
for railway pointsman 
Mayur Shelke who saved 
the life of a six-year-old 
child while risking his 
own life at the Vangani 
station near Mumbai. The 
staff of Central Railway 
honoured Shelke’s ef-
forts and felicitated him 
on Tuesday afternoon. 

Shelke, on April 17, saved 
the life of the child who 
lost his balance while 
walking with his mother 
at platform number 2 of 
Vangani railway station 
and fell on railway tracks, 
while a train was moving 
in his direction. The CCTV 
footage showed Shelke 
running from another 
side of the railway tracks 
towards a boy.

NASHIK OXYGEN LEAK

MAHARASHTRA CM UDDHAV ANNOUNCES 
EX-GRATIA OF ̀ 5 L FOR KIN OF DECEASED

Mumbai: Maharashtra 
CM Uddhav Thackeray 
on Wednesday an-
nounced Rs 5 lakhs ex-
gratia for kin of  the de-
ceased who lost their 
lives after an oxygen 
tanker leaked outside 
Dr Zakir Hussain Hos-
pital in Nashik.

According to a state-
ment issued by the 
Chief  Minister’s Office, 
a high-level inquiry has 
been ordered to probe 
the Nashik incident. 
“The Corona-crisis has 
plunged the country 
into a vicious cycle. 
Overall, there is a het-
erogeneous battle going 
on against Corona, 
where there is no oxy-
gen, where there are no 
medicines, where there 
are no beds. Due to this, 
patients are dying,” 
Thackeray said.

“The news of  the ac-
cident of  oxygen leak-
age in Nashik Munici-
pal Hospital is shock-
ing, it is moving. An 
oxygen tank leak killed 
22 patients. I have no 
words to express this 
grief. Suddenly, an ac-
cident like this happens 
while the Maharashtra 
government is betting 
on the patient to recov-
er,” he added. —ANI

RAGA ASKS MAHA GOVT 
TO PROVIDE ASSISTANCE

New Delhi: Rahul Gandhi 
on Wednesday condoled 
the death of patients at 
a Nashik hospital due to 
oxygen leakage and urged 
the Maha government 
to provide all assistance 
to the affected. “I appeal 
to the state government 
to provide all possible 
assistance,” he tweeted. 

—PTI

Polling to be held in 43 seats during 
sixth phase, all eyes on Matua
Kolkata: The sixth 
phase of  polls will be 
held in West Bengal on 
Thursday, with voting 
set to be held at 14,480 
polling stations in 43 
Assembly constituen-
cies across parts of  
North 24 Parganas, Na-
dia, Uttar Dinajpur and 
Purba Bardhaman.

Among the 306 candi-
dates whose political 
fate will be decided dur-
ing this phase are heav-
yweights such as 
Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty’s national vice-presi-
dent Mukul Roy, Trina-
mool Congress minis-
ters Jyotipriyo Mallick 
and Chandrima Bhat-
tacharya, and CPI(M) 
leader Tanmay Bhat-
tacharya. Also among 
the prominent names 
are film director Raj 
Chakraborty and actor 
Koushani Mukherjee, 
who are TMC’s candi-
dates from the Barrack-
pore and the Krish-
nanagar North constit-
uencies respectively.

The poll panel has de-
cided to deploy at least 
1,071 companies of  cen-
tral forces during the 
sixth phase of  polls, an 

Election Commission 
official told PTI. These 
elaborate arrange-
ments have been put in 
place following five 

deaths, including four 
who were killed after 
security forces opened 
fire in Cooch Behar on 
April 10. —ANI

Polling offi cials check EVM Machine and other election materials on the eve of the sixth phase of the 
West Bengal Assembly election Barrackpore Constituency on Wednesday.  —PHOTO BY ANI

NOT FEASIBLE TO CLUB REMAINING PHASES 
OF WEST BENGAL POLLS: EC TO TMC
New Delhi: The Election Commission on Wednesday told the Trinamool Con-
gress that its suggestion to club the remaining three phases of West Bengal 
assembly polls was not implementable. In a letter to the Trinamool Congress, 
the poll panel cited election law and various steps it has taken to ensure safety 
of voters in view of the coronavirus pandemic to rule out any change in the poll 
schedule for the state. While phase six of the West Bengal polls is scheduled 
on April 22, the seventh and eighth phases are on April 26 and 29.

If he is responsible for this accident, he will 
not be spared, but no one should politicize 

this unfortunate incident. This is an attack 
on Maharashtra. The whole of Maharashtra 
is in mourning over the tragedy in Nashik

—Uddhav Thackeray, CM Uddhav Thackeray

DEEPLY 
DISTRESSED BY 
PATIENTS’ 
DEATH: 
PRESIDENT

New Delhi: President 
Ram Nath Kovind on 
Wednesday said he is 
deeply distressed by 
the unfortunate inci-
dent of patients dy-
ing due to a leakage 
in the oxygen tank at 
a hospital in Maha-
rashtra’s Nashik. At 
least 22 COVID-19 
patients on ventilator 
support suffocated to 
death on Wednesday 
when their oxygen 
supply stopped 
suddenly because 
of a malfunction in 
the main storage of 
the civic-run hospital 
in Nashik, offi cials 
said. “I am deeply 
distressed by the 
unfortunate incident 
of patients dying due 
to gas leaks in a hos-
pital’s oxygen tank in 
Nashik, Maharashtra. 
My deepest condo-
lences to the families 
who lost their loved 
ones in this acci-
dent. I wish all other 
patients a quick re-
covery,” Kovind said 
in a tweet in Hindi.

Hospital staff members running from the spot after an 
Oxygen tanker leaked while tankers were being fi lled at 

Dr. Zakir Hussain Hospital in Nashik on Wednesday.

New Delhi: The Delhi 
High Court is likely to 
pronounce verdict on 
Thursday on pleas by 
social media platforms 
Facebook and What-
sApp challenging com-
petition regulator CCI’s 
order directing a probe 
into the latter’s new pri-
vacy policy. Justice 
Navin Chawla had on 
April 13 reserved judge-
ment on the two sepa-
rate petitions by Face-
book and WhatsApp. 
While reserving its de-
cision, the court had 
observed that the order 

of  the Competition 
Commission of  India 
(CCI) does not reflect an 
investigation into abuse 
of  dominant position 
and rather appears to 
be concerned with 
privacy issues of  con-
sumers. —ANI

Verdict today on FB pleas 
challenging CCI order

SC sets timeline for Centre to clear names of judges
New Delhi: The Su-
preme Court has set a 
timeline for the Centre 
to clear the names of  
judges recommended 
by the High Court Col-
legiums. The court em-
phasised the need to fa-
cilitate the timely ap-
pointment of  judges to 
resolve the crisis in 

High Courts. The Bench 
headed by Chief  Justice 
of  India S A Bobde also 

said that if  the SC Col-
legium agrees to a rec-
ommendation sent back 
by the Central govern-
ment, the appointment 
should be made within 
3 to 4 weeks.

The bench also said 
that the Intelligence Bu-
reau (IB) should submit 
its report to the Centre 

within 4 to 6 weeks from 
the date of  recommen-
dation of  the High 
Court Collegium. The 
top court noted that it 
would be desirable that 
the Centre forward the 
recommendations to 
the Supreme Court 
within 8 to 12 weeks 
from IB inputs. —ANI

Uttarakhand: The HC 
here has pulled up the 
state govt on what are 
the preparations for the 
Char Dham Yatra, 
which is scheduled to 
start from May 14. Ac-
cording to a report, the 
bench of  CJ RS Chau-
han and Justice Alok 
Kumar Verma, while 
hearing a bunch of  PILs 
concerning the state’s 
handling of  the pan-
demic, made an obser-
vation that the pilgrim-
age “cannot be turned 
into another Kumbh”. 

New Delhi: Matters 
shown in regular hear-
ing matters for April 22 
stand adjourned and 
will not be taken up for 
hearing in light of  the 
ongoing COVID-19 pan-
demic, the Supreme 
Court informed on 
Wednesday.

As per the official no-
tice, matters shown in 
the final lists of  Regis-
trar’s Court and Cham-
bers Matters for April 
22 and 23 will also not be 
taken up for hearing 
and stand adjourned.

UK HC asks 
about Char 
Dham Yatra

SC adjourns 
miscellaneous 
hearings

      IN THE COURTYARD
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CM asks officials...
“Conduct RT-PCR 
tests on all migrant 
labourers and ensure 
those testing positive 
are quarantined and 
provided food and ad-
equate medical aid.” 
said the CM.

Subsequently, after 
14 days of  monitoring 
in the isolation cen-
tres, these migrants 
will be sent to their 
respective home dis-
tricts by the buses of  
the State Transport 
Corporation.

On the directives is-
sued by CM Yogi Adi-
tyanath, a total of  349 
quarantine centers 
have been set up 

across 72 districts of  
the state to cater to 
the needs of  the re-
turning migrant 
workers. These quar-
antine centers have 
been set up at the dis-
trict level, tehsil, 
block and panchayat 
level across the state. 
According to an offi-
cial report, a total of  
349 quarantine cent-
ers have been set up 
across various dis-
tricts in Uttar Pradesh 
which include 15 in 
Kanpur Nagar, 12 in 
Mahoba, 86 in Ghazi-
abad, 19 in GB Nagar, 
5 in Aligarh, 4 in Bal-
rampur, 4 in Shahja-
hanpur, 27 in Chan-

dauli, 3 in Ambedkar 
Nagar, 3 in Amroha, 3 
in Hathras, 3 in Rae 
Bareli, 3 in Sambhal, 9 
in Meerut, 6 in Bareil-
ly, 6 in Kaushambi, 5 
in Amethi, 3 in Kheri, 
2 in Banda, 2 in 
Badaun, 2 in Fatehpur, 
2 in Jalaun, 2 in Saha-
ranpur, 2 in Shamli, 2 
in Varanasi, etc.

nashik gasps...

“Around 10 am, a sock-
et of  the oxygen stor-
age tank broke and 
the leakage started. 
When the hospital 
staff  came to know 
about it, they de-
ployed jumbo cylin-
ders to supply oxygen 

to the patients and 
started shifting some 
of  the patients,” an of-
ficial said.

The leakage has 
been stopped, the tank 
repaired and the oxy-
gen supply is being 
normalised, he said.  
Soon after the inci-
dent, people rushed to 
the hospital hinder-
ing rescue operations.

“An oxygen tanker 
had reached the hos-
pital premises when 
the leak happened. 
Technicians who 
came with that tanker 
and technicians at the 
hospital broke open 
the lock of  the tank 
and closed the valve 

which prevented the 
further leakage of  
oxygen,” he said.

An official said the 
incident occurred 
when oxygen was be-
ing filled in one of  the 
tanks from a tanker, 
which disturbed the 
supply to the patients 
who were on ventila-
tors as well as to those 
dependent on oxygen 
for breathing. PTI

Covishield at...

will be served to the 
Government of  India’s 
vaccination program, 
and the remaining 
50% of  the capacity 
will be for the State 
governments and pri-

vate hospitals,” Poon-
awalla stated.

The pricing comes 
after the central gov-
ernment said that vac-
cination will be 
opened up for every-
one above the age of  18 
years from May 1. It 
asked state govern-
ments to procure vac-
cines. It also allowed 
private companies to 
sell the vaccine in 
open markets.

Serum also said that 
its vaccines are cheap-
est compared to the 
rest. The ‘American 
vaccines’ -- Pfizer and 
Moderna’s -- are esti-
mated to be Rs 1,500 
per dose, while Sput-

nik V is priced at Rs 
750 per dose. Chinese 
vaccines are also 
priced at Rs 750, it 
said.

Oxygen politics...

Haryana health minis-
ter Anil Vij said the 
tanker was on its way 
to supply oxygen to 
hospitals in 
Faridabad. To avoid a 
repeat of  such an inci-
dent, Vij said he had 
issued instructions 
that all tankers carry-
ing oxygen across Har-
yana would be escort-
ed by state police 
force.

Delhi’s Deputy 
Chief  Minister Man-

ish Sisodia responded: 
“Delhi does not have 
any oxygen plant so 
the allegation that we 
looted their truck is 
baseless. He added: 
“When the central gov-
ernment has to decide 
on the quota of  oxygen 
for each state, then 
state governments 
should not come in be-
tween and hoard oxy-
gen. Similar ordeal 
took place yesterday in 
a plant near Modi Na-
gar (Ghaziabad) when 
we had to call a senior 
central government 
minister. It was only 
after his help that the 
oxygen supply reached 
Delhi.

FROM PG 1

PARIMAL SINGH IS NEW FDA 
COMMISSIONER IN MAHARASHTRA 
Parimal Singh has been appointed new Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA) Commissioner 
in Maharashtra. He is a 2004-batch IAS offi cer. 
Singh will now oversee the procurement of 
the vital anti-viral drug from private fi rms at a 
time when there is an unprecedented surge in 
COVID-19 cases in the state. 

P K TRIPATHI IS ALSO SECRETARY, MSME
Pradip Kumar Tripathi, Secretary Steel, has 
been assigned an additional charge of Secretary, 
MSME for the time being. He is a 1987 batch IAS 
offi cer of Jammu and Kashmir cadre 

MRS SRINIVASAN TO HOLD MAIDEN 
SELECTION MEETING FOR CMD, 
BEML ON APR 26 
Mrs Mallika Srinivasan appointed fi rst woman 
Chairperson, Public Enterprises Selection Board 
(PESB) from the Corporate sector is holding her 
maiden selection meeting for the post of CMD, 
BEML on April 26, 2021.  

MANOJ SHAH QUITS AS EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR (IO), BHEL 
Manoj Shah presently Executive Director, 
International Operation in Bharat Heavy 
Electricals Limited (BHEL) has reportedly 
resigned from the service before his scheduled 
retirement after one and half years.   

STAFFS IN PSUS SEVERELY 
INFECTED BY SARS-COV2; NO 
GUIDELINES SO FAR
A large number of employees and offi cers of 
various Public Sector Undertaking (PSUs)have 
come in contact with the deadly strain of Severe 
Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS)-CoV-2. Some 
of them have lost their lives. The PSUs have not 
issued guidelines for strict compliance in the wake 
COVID-19 situation and are waiting for orders from 
concerned Ministries and Departments. There is 
full strength of employees and offi cers working in 
the Public Sector companies. 

2 AAOS HANDED OVER 
ADDITIONAL CHARGE
Two Assistant Accounts Offi cers (AAOs) have 
been assigned additional charge. Pawan Kumar, 
presently posted at CBDT, Bhavnagar, gets 
additional charge of  CBIC, Bhavnagar, while M 
Sathyan, AAO, Ministry of H&UA, Calicut was 
handed over additional charge of  CBIC, Calicut. 

NO FURTHER EXTENSION GRANTED 
The DoT has denied a further extension to 
Ms Urwashi Sangwan, who is posted as Dy 
Commissioner, SDMC, and asked the Corporation 
to relieve the offi cer. She is an ITS offi cer. 

PAWAN MURTHY GETS ONE-YEAR 
EXTENSION 
The DoT has granted a one-year extension to R 
Pawan Murthy. One ITS offi cer is presently on 
deputation to the AP govt. Now he will remain on 
deputation till April 25, 2022. 

ITS OFFICER GETS FOUR 
MONTHS EXTENSION
Sunil Kumar has been granted four months 
extension till July 12 this year. He is on 
deputation to TRAI as Advisor. 

2 ITS OFFICERS PROMOTED TO HAG+ 
DoT has promoted two ITS offi cers to HAG+ 
and appointed them as Advisors. Accordingly, 
Ashok Kumar Tiwari has been posted as Advisor, 
UP East, LSA and Ashok Kumar Mittal, Advisor, 
Maharashtra LSA.   

JUSTICE CHANDRACHUD TO 
BE INDUCTED AS NEW MEMBER 
IN COLLEGIUM 
Justice D Y Chandrachud will be inducted as new 
Member in Supreme Court Collegium after the 
retirement of Chief Justice Sharad Arvind Bobde 
on April 23.   

POWERGallery

By arrangement with: http://
whispersinthecorridors.com

New Delhi: Covaxin, 
the coronavirus vac-
cine developed and 
manufactured by 
Bharat Biotech, "neu-
tralises multiple vari-
ants of  SARS-CoV-2 and 
effectively neutralises 
the double mutant 
strain as well", the 
ICMR, the Indian gov-
ernment's top medical 
research body, said on 
Wednesday. The ICMR 
(Indian Council for 
Medical Research) did 
not, however, provide 
data to back this claim. 
Twenty-four hours ear-

lier, though, Bharat Bio-
tech's Dr Krishna Ella 
told us there is "no in-
formation yet" about 
how well the vaccine 

might work against var-
iants of  the coronavi-
rus. He said the data - 
specifically efficacy 
against the double mu-
tant strain - was not ex-
pected for a week.

"I don't know about 
the South African vari-
ant yet... but coming to 
the Indian double mu-
tant, we don't have 
knowledge, we will 
have data in about a 
week," Dr Ella, the 
chairperson of  the Hy-
derabad-based vaccine 
firm,  said in an exclu-
sive interview.

‘Covax neutralises double mutant strain’
ICMR scientists say NIV has demonstrated neutralisation potential of Covaxin against UK & Brazil variants

New Delhi: Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi on 
Wednesday hit out at 
the Central government 
over its COVID-19 vac-
cine strategy. "Central 
government`s COVID 
vaccine strategy is not 
less than demonetisa-
tion. Common mass 
will stand in a queue, 
will suffer a loss of  
money, health and life, 
and in the end, only a 

few industrialists will 
benefit," the Con-
gressMP said in a tweet. 
The cumulative num-
ber of  COVID-19 vac-

cine doses adminis-
tered in the country has 
crossed 13,01,19,310 on 
Wednesday, said the 
Ministry of  Health and 
Family Welfare.

India, currently wit-
nessing a second wave of  
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
reported nearly 3 lakh 
fresh infections in the 
last 24 hours - the highest 
since the pandemic 
broke out last year.

Rahul slams Centre over vaccine, 
says it is like demonetisation

New Delhi: The Delhi 
high court on Wednes-
day lashed out at the 
Centre for depleting 
supply of  oxygen at 
many private hospi-
tals in the national 
capital. The court was 
hearing a petition filed 
by Max Healthcare, 
which runs many hos-
pitals in Delhi.

“Today, Max is before 
us, and we are sure soon 
there will be other hos-
pitals too. Whatever 
Inox is supplying, is 
fine, but we are sur-
prised that despite yes-
terday’s order you 

haven’t done anything,” 
the bench of  justices Vi-
pin Sanghi and Rekha 
Palli said.

The court had on 
Tuesday directed im-

mediate implementa-
tion of  an order to stop 
oxygen for industrial 
use to meet the demand 
by hospitals, ramping 
up of  medicine sup-

plies and vaccinating 
more people.

The judges sought to 
know that why the Cen-
tre isn’t diverting oxy-
gen from petroleum and 
steel industries to give 
to Covid-19 patients 
who are in dire need of  
it. “Even if  these indus-
tries are run at lower 
capacity since medical 
oxygen is needed, heav-
ens are not going to fall. 
But with the stoppage 
of  oxygen at this stage 
hell will break loose,” it 
said, calling the Cen-
tre’s decision to not stop 
the supply ridiculous”.

BEG, BORROW, STEAL: DELHI HC SLAMS 
CENTRE OVER DEPLETING OXY SUPPLY

New Delhi: The annual 
export of  medical oxy-
gen from India is less 
than 0.4 per cent of  the 
annual production ca-
pacity in the country, 
said government sourc-
es. Malicious propagan-
da is being spread that 
India had exported 
scarce medical oxygen 
during the pandemic 
year of  2020-21. This is 
absolutely false and in-
dustrial oxygen exports 
are being mistaken as 
medical oxygen, accord-
ing to gvernment sourc-
es. "Majority of  these 
industrial oxygen ex-
ports were in December 
20 and January 21 when 
medical oxygen con-
sumption had reduced 
by half  to 1418 MT/day 
from a peak of  2675 
MT/day in September," 
the sources said. The 
source further said that 
there are two catego-
ries of  exports of  liquid 
oxygen. —ANI

Less than 0.4 
pc of oxygen 
exported: 
Sources

New Delhi:  Amid re-
ports of  shortage of  
medical oxygen in in 
the country in the sec-
ond wave of  pandemic, 
AIIMS Delhi Director 
Dr Randeep Guleria 
said on Wednesday 
that “if  we work to-
gether and use oxygen 
and Remdesivir judi-
ciously then there will 
be no shortage”.

He urged people not 
to take oxygen if  it is 
not required by them 
and noted that taking 
oxygen intermittently 
“is an absolute waste” 
of  the gas. “As a coun-
try, if  we work together, 
use oxygen and Remde-
sivir judiciously, then, 
there will be no short-

age anywhere whether 
we talk of  Maharash-
tra, Delhi, Chhattis-
garh or any state. In 
terms of  the number of  
people who need oxy-
gen, we are well bal-
anced,” he said.

“But if  you suddenly 
start hoarding oxygen, 
even if  you don’t need 
it. Then obviously you 
will have a deficiency 
which is self-created, 
rather than actually ex-
isting. My appeal to 
people don’t take oxy-
gen if  it is not re-
quired,” he added.

He said that there is 
no data that suggests 
that Remdesivir taken 
in mild disease will save 
lives. —ANI

Must use oxygen 
judiciously says, 
AIIMS Director

New Delhi: The Prad-
han Mantri Garib 
Kalyan Package 
scheme has been ex-
tended for a period of  
one year with effect 
from April 20, Union 
Health Minister Dr 
Harsh Vardhan has 
informed.

“During the corona-
virus pandemic, Prad-

han Mantri Garib 
Kalyan Package (PMG-
KP) has provided a 
safety net to the de-
pendents of  corona 
warriors who lost 
their lives to COV-
ID-19. I am glad to an-
nounce that this 
scheme has now been 
extended for a period 
of  one year with effect 

from today,” said Vard-
han on Tuesday.

Taking to Twitter, 
the minister shared a 
letter to New India As-
surance Company 
Limited that requested 
to resume the scheme 
with immediate effect, 
informing that funds 
shall be released as 
soon as possible.

PM GARIB KALYAN PACKAGE SCHEME FOR 
‘CORONA WARRIORS’ EXTENDED 

New Delhi: Amid the 
reports of  shortage 
medical oxygen and 
anti-viral drug Remde-
sivir in different parts 
of  country, Dr Naresh 
Trehan, Chairman, Me-
danta, on Wednesday 
said that Remdesivir is 
not 'Ramban' in treat-
ment of  COVID-19 and 
it only decreases viral 
load in people who need 
it. He also urged people 
not to use oxygen as a 
"security blanket" if  

they do not need it. 
Speaking on issues re-
lated to COVID-19 
through video confer-
encing, Dr Trehan said 
that less percentage of  

COVID-19 patients re-
quire hospitalization. 
"The hospital beds 
should be utilised judi-
ciously and with re-
sponsibility. This re-

sponsibility rests on all 
of  us," he said. He said 
Remdesivir is to be giv-
en only after doctors 
look at test results, 
symptoms and comor-
bidities of  a patient. 
"Remdesivir is not a 
'Ramban', it only de-
creases viral load in 
people who need it," he 
said. Referring to re-
ports of  shortage of  
medical oxygen, Dr Tre-
han cautioned against 
its wastage. —ANI

Remdesivir is not Ramban: Dr Naresh Trehan
SECURITY BLANKET

Dr Naresh Trehan

Dr Randeep Guleria

Rahul Gandhi
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WITH EYES ON 
CHAIRMAN 
POST,  RIZVI 
HOPES FOR 
THE BEST

After easy win for 
former Waqf chairman 

Waseem Rizvi for member 
post of new waqf bord has 
indicated that Rizvi can bag 
chairman post again after 
all conspiracies against 
him. He was elected as 
the member of the board 
from the Mutwalli quota. 
However a section of the 
muslim  leaders of the 
BJP are against  Wasim 

Rizvi as he is not only 
under investigation by the 
CBI in alleged scam in 
management of the Shia 
waqf properties and also 
due to recent petition filed 
by him in supreme court 
for removal of some verses 
of Koran.  Shia waqf board 
has 11 members, which 

includes two from Mutwalli 
quota. Two members in the 
board are from advocate 
quota.  Two members are 
elected from MP quota and 
only one-member, former 
MP from Rampur Begum 
Noor Bano has been 
elected. Two members are 
from state assembly quota 
while rest of the members 
will be nominated by the 

state government.  After 
all calculation Rizvi has 
paved way for easy win for 
chairman post of the waqf 
board again. Rizvi who had 
produced movies recently 
have better reply for haters. 
He was accused for several 
big scams in board but due 
to political protection he 
was saved several times.
 —First India Bureau

ALLEGATIONS 
AGAINST 
PROTESTING 
FARMERS FOR 
BLOCKING 
OXYGEN 
TRANSPORT 

The supply of oxygen 
from Ghaziabad in 

Uttar Pradesh to Delhi 

is taking a hit due to the 
farmer movement as 
oxygen cylinder laden 
trucks from the Hi-Tech 
oxygen making plant in 
Bhojpur gets delayed 
due to traffic congestion 
in the Delhi-Meerut 
Expressway which has 
been only opened partially 
recently after being 
closed completely for a 

major part of year 2021.   
According to experts, the 
oxygen cylinders loaded 
trucks are delayed by 
many hours due to the 
traffic congestion on the 
border of Delhi which are 
caused due to the farmer 
agitation. The companies 

producing oxygen have 
allegedly written to the 
central government 
asking for the resolution 
in the issue, but no action 
has yet been taken in this 
regard. The Oxygen plant 
situated in the Bhojpur 
area is the largest Hi-tech 
oxygen producing plant 
in Uttar Pradesh. The 
plant produces oxygen 
which can be filled into 
15,000 oxygen cylinders 
a day. The plant whose 
construction began in the 
month of January,2019 
was completed only last 
year.  —First India Bureau

 RAM NAVMI FESTIVAL

Rituals being performed before the idols of Lord Rama and Sita on the occasion of Ram 
Navmi Festival, in Mathura on Wednesday.  —PHOTO BY ANI

OXYGEN SHORTAGE HURTS COVID-19 BATTLE

Janardan Misra

Lucknow: Though 
Uttar Pradesh Chief  
Minister Yogi Adity-
anath has directed to 
ensure adequate 
availability of  beds, 
oxygen, medicines, 
medical equipment 
and medical staff  but 
oxygen shortage 
along with other ir-
regularities have 
chocked lives of  sev-
eral persons in state. 

All major cities in-
cluding Lucknow, Kan-
pur, Varanasi, Praya-
graj, Gorakhpur and 

Jhansi were facing 
huge shortage of  oxy-
gen.  Apart from scar-
city of  oxygen in hospi-
tals, shortage of  lab 
technicians, support-
ing staff  resulting 
glitch in system and 
caused fatalities. It was 
reported that several 
lab technicians were 
infected after working 
in laboratories for 
hours. 

Reports of  ruckus 
from hospitals in 
Etawah, Kanpur Na-
gar, Gorakhpur and 
other cities were 
rampant due to mis-

handling, shortage 
of  facilities and 
shortage of  staff  
members. AT several 
hospitals facility of  
ventilators was not 
available and at some 
places where ventila-
tors were installed 
shortage of  trained 
staff  created havoc.

Earlier, extra pro-
duction of  oxygen was 
started from 81 oxygen 
units in 75 districts of  
the state after orders 
of  CM Yogi Adity-
anath. Officials were 
instructed to establish 
oxygen plants in major 
hospitals with the help 
of  Defence Research 
and Development Or-
ganisation (DRDO). 

All major districts 
have oxygen manu-
facturing and refiling 
units but some of  
them were not func-
tioning properly. 
DRDO has approved 
13 oxygen plants spe-
cifically five in Ram 
Manohar Lohiya Luc-
know, Cancer insti-

tute Luclnow, Medical 
College Kanpur, Agra 
and Jhansi. Mean-
while, private hospi-
tals in Lucknow were 
asking their patients 
who were admitted 
from past two three 
says, to leave the hos-
pital after acute 
shortage of  oxygen. 

Mayo hospital in 
Lucknow pasted a no-
tice outside the hospi-
tal that attendants of  
the patients should 
shift their wards to 
higher facility centers 
for further manage-
ment. Hospital also in-
formed that after re-
peated requests to UP 
CM and higher offi-
cials they were not able 
to get enough oxygen 
supply.   It was also re-
ported that Yogi gov-
ernment has sent va-
cant oxygen cylinders 
to be filled from Boka-
ro, Jharkhand. Few 
cylinders were brought 
from Moradabad plant 
late on last night amid 
police security.

 Lucknow, Kanpur, Varanasi, 
Prayagraj, Gorakhpur & 
Jhansi facing huge  
shortage

 Private hospitals were ask-
ing patients to leave after 
acute shortage of oxygen

A corona patient, who waited for almost 
36 hours to get admission in Barabanki-
based hospital, was allegedly cheated by 
the Ambulance owner. With much efforts, 
he was able to get an ambulance that 
had an in-built oxygen cylinder. While the 
ambulance owner charged him in advance, he 
was taken aback to know that the cylinder in the 
ambulance barely had 20 minutes of oxygen left.

While there was a considerable drop in the 
physical movement of people, the social 
media was abuzz with heated debates against 
and in favour of political parties. Some photo-
graphs circulated on these platforms present-
ed the shortage of wood for cremation, wrong 
practices in token system at crematoriums 
and people charging almost five times the 
regular cost, to dig graves at the graveyards.

BAD TIMES CONTINUE!  INHUMANE IN HARD TIMES

Investments continue amid 
pandemic in several cities

Three court officials 
suspended for 
helping accused

Four migrant workers killed, two injured

UP’s Shrithi honoured in Forbes

First India Bureau

Noida: Investments 
continue in Noida, 
Greater Noida Yamuna 
Authority area even 
during Corona period. 
The construction of  
Film City and Noida In-
ternational Airport has 
attracted investors 
from India and abroad. 
Meanwhile, the New 
Okhla Industrial Devel-
opment Authority is 
also trying to woo in-
vestment.  

Many well-known 
companies have made 
up their mind to invest 
in it. Since 2017, 
14,45,724.83 square me-
ters of  land has been 
allocated for 854 plots. 
It is expected to invest 
Rs 5761.84 crore in Noi-
da which would gener-
ate employment for 

millions of  people. 
At the same time, 
47,989.97 square meters 
of  land has been allo-
cated through allot-
ment of  three big plots 
in commercial catego-
ry, with an investment 
potential of  767.07 
crores. In the institu-
tional category, 51,524.49 
square meters of  land 
has been allocated for 
13 institutional plots, 
which is expected to at-

tract investment of  RS 
248.76 crores. For resi-
dential use, 2,38,165.96 
square meters of  land 
has been allocated 
through 1,270 plots, 
with an investment po-
tential of  Rs 920.75 
crores. Through the al-
location of  3,286 resi-
dential buildings in 
various categories, 
1,10,589.62 square me-
ters area was allotted 
due to which an invest-
ment of  Rs 321.42 crores 
was expected.

According to infor-
mation received, a 
planned (institutional 
and industrial) land 
bank is being developed 
in Noida’s Sector-161 
162, 163 164 165 and 166. 
Under this, a total of  
218.1238 hectares of  
land has been devel-
oped as a land bank. 

First India Bureau

Orai: The district 
judge has suspended 
three employees post-
ed in the CJM court 
office for allegedly 
hiding files of  charge 
sheets with the inten-
tion of  delaying the 
trial of  the cases. 

At the same time, a 
departmental inquiry 
has also been ordered 
against two other em-
ployees. It is feared 
that the said court em-
ployees used to help 
the accused by hiding 
the files. District 
Judge Ashok Kumar 
Singh inspected vari-
ous courts on April 11 
and inspected the files 
related to the cases. 
During the inspec-
tion, he came across 

files wrapped in a 
cloth in the office of  
the CJM Court. When 
he got the cloth bun-
dle opened, all the 
files in it had charge 
sheets. It is suspected 
that the employees 
had hidden the files. 
The number of  these 
charge sheets is 533. 
The accused were di-
rectly benefitted 
through hiding the 
charge sheet files.

First India Bureau

Lucknow: Gorakh-
pur’s scientist Shrithi 
Pandey has been 
named among the best 
young scientists in 
Asia by American 
business magazine 
Forbes. The manage-

ment of  magazine has 
informed Shrithi via 
e-mail. With this, 
Shrithi has not only 
made Purvanchal 
proud but has also 
brought laurels to 
country. This list in-
cludes young scientists 
aged 30 or younger 

who have done some 
research in industry, 
manufacturing or en-
ergy, proving useful to 
society and industry. 
Shrithi received this 
achievement for her 
research, & also re-
ceived appreciation of  
United Nations.

First India Bureau

Lucknow: 4 migrant 
workers coming from 
Haryana die while 2 
more critically injured 
when the van they 
were travelling was hit 
by a truck near the vil-
lage Dudu in Anup-
shahr area.  The work-

ers were returning to 
their village from the 
district of  Jind in Har-
yana when the van 
they were travelling 
turned turtle after be-
ing hit by a truck. 
Among the occupants 
of  the van Vijay, Jag-
roop and Ganpat died 
on the spot while Dan-

ish passed away while 
being taken to hospi-
tal.  The locals who 
gathered after the inci-
dent created a furor 
but the police and SDM 
Padam Kumar Singh 
who reached the spot 
after learning about 
the accident brought 
the situation under 

control.  The police 
have informed the fam-
ily of  the deceased and 
have also seized the 
truck involved in the 
accident as well as 
launched a search op-
eration for the driver 
of  the truck who es-
caped from the scene 
soon after the accident.

 Investors have 
shown interest in 

Film City and there is 
a possibility of 

investment of several 
thousands crore of 

rupees in the district 
in coming years

While the project is on a grand scale, the government has been putting an emphasis on 
making it one of the biggest film cities in the world.

—
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Relatives of COVID patients search to refill the empty cylinders as the oxygen got over at the supply centre in Lucknow on Wednesday.
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Opposition attacks BJP govt for 
poor Covid management in state 

Priyanka attacks govt 
over poor medical infra

Earth Day: UP tops the list 
of groundwater exploitation

SC cleanchit to police in Vikas Dubey case

First India Bureau

Lucknow:  The entire 
opposition has united in 
expressing concern over 
Covid management in 
the state. Samajwadi 
Party, Congress and 
AAP have cornered the 
state government over 
lapses in the system 
placed to tackle Covid. 
The only opposition par-
ty which has stayed away 
from targeting the Yogi 
government is the BSP.

Samajwadi Party (SP) 
National President, Akh-
ilesh Yadav on Wednes-
day accused the BJP gov-
ernment of  not learning 
lesson during the first 
wave of  Covid. “This is 
the reason why the epi-
demic is even bigger 
than the first time” he 
said. He added “The BJP 
government is more con-
cerned about the elec-
tion rather than the life 
of  the common man. The 
BJP government did not 
learn from the last year’s 
lockdown and grim situ-
ation that followed.”

The SP chief  said that 

the second wave of  Co-
rona is even more men-
acing with many people 
dying everyday and pa-
tients not receiving 
treatments in hospitals.

He added that the pub-
lic is falling prey to 
black-marketing due to 

shortage of  necessary 
equipment and the BJP 
government in the cur-
rent scenario with the 
help of  hoarders, lethar-
gic officers looking for 
opportunities to deceit 
the public. 

Rajya Sabha MP from 
Aam Aadmi Party and 
Uttar Pradesh in-charge 
Sanjay Singh also at-
tacked the chief  minis-
ter asking whether the 
CM intends to stop peo-
ple from breathing.

Sanjay Singh said that 
the CM had issued a strict 
order stating that oxygen 

should not be provided to 
any patient unless the pa-
tient is in serious condi-
tion and that there will be 
only institutional supply. 
The Rajya Sabha MP of  
AAP through a tweet 
called out the CM on the 
order, asking if  he want-
ed the public to stop 
breathing or what.

Sanjay Singh said 
that patients who are in 
critical condition after 
contracting Corona vi-
rus are in a tizzy due to 
the lack of  oxygen and 
yet the CM issues such 
an order.

First India Bureau

Lucknow:  As Covid-19 
cases continue to rise at 
an alarming pace 
throughout the country, 
Congress leader Priyan-
ka Gandhi on Wednes-
day hit out at at Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and said he needs to 
show up and tell people 
how he is going to save 
lives. “…PM needs to 
show up. He needs to get 
off  the stage of  the rally 
where he is laughing and 
cracking jokes. He needs 
to come here, sit in front 
of  people, talk to them 
and tell them how is he 
going to save lives,” said 
Gandhi. Taking a dig at 
the government over 
poor medical infrastruc-
ture, Gandhi asked why 
India was facing an 
acute oxygen shortage 
despite having one of  the 
largest production ca-

pacity in the world. “You 
had 8-9 months (between 
first & second wave), 
your own Sero surveys 
indicated that a 2nd 
wave is imminent, you 
ignored it,” the Congress 
leader said.

Priyanka said,  “You 
had time. Today, only 
2000 trucks in India can 
transport oxygen. How 
tragic it is that oxygen is 
available but it’s not 
reaching where it 
should. 1.1 million Rem-
desivir injections were 
exported in last 6 
months. Today, we’re fac-
ing shortage.”

First India Bureau

Lucknow:  Internation-
al Earth Day will be cel-
ebrated in the state on 
Thursday. Earth Day is 
observed on April 22 
every year. Earth Day 
gains significance with 
each passing year as the 
global climate crisis 
worsens. In the name of  
development groundwa-
ter level is continuously 
on the decline in the 
state. 

Uttar Pradesh tops the 
list of  states when it 
comes to groundwater 
exploitation and this un-
controlled exploitation 
of  the groundwater is 
causing a lot of  damage 
to the ecosystem. The 
state government though 
has been trying its best 
to work on preserving ar-
able land as well as pre-
venting groundwater 
exploitation.

Due to the increase in 
the consturction work in 
the state the cultivable 
land has been on the de-
crease. The country has 
a total of  close to 18.1 
crore hectares of  land 

under cultivation out of  
which UP has 1.8 crore 
hectare (10%) land un-
der cultivation. 

UP though suffers 
from another problem 
which is area of  barren 
land as the state has 
close to 80.61 lakh hec-
tares of  barren land. 

One of  the biggest 
challenges in front of  the 
UP government is the 
decrease in groundwater 

table and a major con-
tributing factor to this is 
the decrease in rainfall 
in the state for the last 
three decades.  T h e 
state government along 
with central government 
has been trying to solve 
the problem by promot-
ing campaigns such as 
‘Catch the Rain’ pro-
gram of  the center to 
spread awareness about 
rainwater harvesting.

First India Bureau

New Delhi/Lucknow: 
A three-member inquiry 
commission headed by 
former Supreme Court 
judge Justice B S Chau-
han has found no evi-
dence of  wrongdoing on 
the part of  Uttar Pradesh 
police in the encounter 
killings of  gangster Vi-
kas Dubey and his five 
associates in July last 

year, sources said on 
Wednesday. 

The other two mem-
bers of  the inquiry com-
mission were former 
high court judge Justice 
(retd) Shashi Kant Agar-
wal and retired Director 
General of  Police of  Ut-
tar Pradesh K L Gupta 
and the panel was to sub-
mit its report within two 
month. One of  the in-
formed sources said that 

“no evidence has been 
found or brought before 
the commission to estab-

lish that UP police offi-
cials were involved in 
wrongdoings”.

No media persons, espe-
cially electronic media 
journalists who were 
chasing police van car-
rying Dubey from Ujjain 
in Madhya Pradesh to 
Kanpur in Uttar 
Pradesh, on the day of  
encounter appeared to 
depose before the com-
mission, Pranshu 
Agrawal, the counsel as-
sisting the panel on be-
half  of  State, said.

First India Bureau

Etawah: Two head con-
stables posted at Udi out-
post of  Badpura area of  
Etawah district have 
been suspended with im-
mediate effect after they 
let overloaded trucks 
pass through Udi check 
post without properly 
checking. 

Etawah SSP Dr. 
Brijesh Kumar Singh 
said strict action will be 
taken against people in-
volved in letting over-
loaded trucks filled with 
mined materials pass. 

He added while Rahul 
Singh and Ranjit Kumar 
were suspended for their 
involvement in letting 
the overloaded truck 
pass, the SI of  station 
Badpura Brijesh Kumar 
has been moved to the 
line due to laxity in work 
supervision. 

The recent incident is 
not the first time that ac-
tions has been taken 
against policemen for 
letting mining-linked ve-
hicles pass through the 
Udi check post estab-
lished on the borders of  
UP and Madhya Pradesh. 

Yogi govt didn’t learn any lesson from first wave, says Akhilesh; Sanjay Singh calls out CM for his order on Oxygen

Sanjay Singh

RESTORE OUR EARTH

—FILE PHOTO

P’yat polls: 2 die after 
drinking spurious liquor
First India Bureau

Lucknow: In yet an-
other hooch tragedy 
in Uttar Pradesh dur-
ing three-tier Pan-
chayat polls, two per-
sons were killed after 
consuming spurious 
liquor while another 
was battling for life in 
the hospital in Bu-
landshahr district.

The incident was 
reported from Chap-
raval village under 
Gulawathi Police Sta-
tion in Bulandshahr.
The police said three 
villagers bought liq-
uor from a local ven-
dor and consumed it. 
Their condition start-
ed deteriorating when 
they reached home.

Family members 
rushed them to the 
hospital. While 

Amzad (45) and Neetu 
(36) died on the way to 
hospital, Raj Kumar 
(45) is battling for life 
in the hospital. DM-
Ravindra Kumar and 
SSP Bharati Singh 
rushed to the village 
and ordered a probe. 
Villagers claimed that 
a candidate for Gram 
Pradhan had made 
available the liquor to 
the three while others 
claimed that they 
bought on their own 
from the local vendor.

60 held for 
disturbing voting 

Around 60 people 
were arrested for dis-
turbing the voting 
process. The arrests 
were made in differ-
ent parts of  the dis-
trict late on Tuesday 
night.

 JANATA CURFEW

Lucknow’s busiest crossing, Hazratganj, saw very less traffi c on Wednesday as people 
voluntarily chose to remain indoors due to Covid-19 scare. 

First India Bureau

VARANASI: Muslim 
women performed aarti 
of  Lord Ram on the occa-
sion of  Ram Navami at 
Lamahi village on 
Wednesday and prayed 
for the end of  corona 
pandemic and the suffer-
ing caused by it. 

The women associat-
ed with Muslim Mahila 
Foundation celebrated 
Ram Navami and prayed 

for the safety of  human-
ity from coronavirus 
while following Covid 
protocols.

Setting an example of  
communal harmony, the 
members of  Muslim Ma-
hila Foundation have 
been celebrating Ram 
Navami for the last 14 
years. “Lord Ram is the 
saviour of  humanity and 
so we prayed to him to 
save the world from the 
dreaded coronavirus,” 

said MMF president 
Nazneen Ansari. “Lord 
Ram had killed even de-
mons and so we firmly 
believe that he will also 
eliminate coronavirus,” 
Ansari added. She also 
advised the people suf-
fering from coronavirus 
infection to recite man-
tras of  Lord Ram and 
Hanuman. “The name of  
Shri Ram has great pow-
er to destroy ‘adharma’ 
and afflictions and de-

velop a sense of  brother-
hood. Reciting these 
mantras would generate 
positive energy,” she 
added.

“This time, only four 
office-bearers took part 
in the Ram Navami 
prayers and celebrations 
in view of  Covid proto-
cols,” she said.  Nazneen, 
Nazma Parvin, Nagina 
Bano and Tabassum per-
formed the aarti and of-
fered prayers while 

maintaining social dis-
tancing.

Lord Ram is ‘Imam-e-
Hind’ and is an insepara-
ble part of  the Indian 
culture. “We all are de-
scendants of  Shri Ram, 
who is the Lord of  uni-
verse. Our ancestors had 
changed religion, but not 
culture,” said Nazneen, 
who has also scripted 
Durga Chalisa, Hanu-
man Chalisa and Ram-
charitmanas in Urdu. 

Muslim women perform ‘Ram aarti’, pray for saving world from Corona
COMMUNAL HARMONY

 —FILE PHOTO



Members of 
Muslim Mahila 

Foundation have 
been celebrating 
Ram Navami for 
the last 14 years 

in Lamahi village 
of Varanasi

2 cops suspended, 
SI line attached

Over the years I have 
realised that there is more to 
truth than just facts and one 

needs to delve deep to reach the  truth. 
—Jagdeesh Chandra, CEO & Editor-in-Chief, First India

The public is falling 
prey to black-market-
ing due to shortage of 
necessary equipment

Akhilesh Yadav

Akhilesh Yadav   
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ekha na hai re … tops the 
list of  my favourite songs 
and I fell in love with 
this song and the movie- 
Bombay to Goa- much be-
fore I understood the nu-

ances of  Mehmood 
and the heavy dos-

es of  regional hu-
mour sprinkled 
throughout the 
film. 

Having a driv-
er named Rajesh 
and the conduc-
tor named Khan-
na is just the be-
ginning of  this 

slapstick rollick-
ing comedy which 

has a murder to spice 
up things and a lovely adorable 

love story to keep us mushy amid 
bouts of  laughter. 

Kishore Kumar joins in for a 
while to belt out the Title track. 
Aruna Irani’s supposedly sexy 
swimsuit number with some than-
da paani garam jawani lyrics is  
frankly avoidable. Usha Uthup is 
not her usual memorable singing 
self  but as usual remarkable with 
her ‘silk sarees and bindi in a 
nightclub’ persona! 

I won’t even go into the details 
of  Manorama, Lalita Panwar, Kes-
hto and host of  other character 
who are so lovingly a middle-class 
family- all arguments and united 
at the first sign of  outside strife! 

Infact, Bombay to Goa set the 
tone for me for life of  a love for bus 
journey’s regardless of  the fact 
that I suffer from travel sickness, 
a road journey hold immense pos-
sibilities of  love, action, drama 
and romance for me till date. 

Oh..and I loved Amitabh Bach-
chan’s shirts and this movie had 
that one glimpse of  the ‘khaike 
paan benras wala’ charm soon to 
woo India for decades!

– the zestful peppy song from Bombay to Goa 
still sets feet tapping, City First re-starts 

theThrowback Thursday journey with you with the 
best watch in these pandemic ’shut-at-home’ 

times- Bombay to Goa!

“Dekha na hai re, socha na hai re… 
rakh di nishaane pe jaan…

kadmon mein tere nikle meraa dam…
hai bas yahi armaan”

A Laugh a Mile
ANITA HADA
anita.hada@firstindianews.com

D



wasn’t able to travel 
for a little while for a 
good reason, be-
cause, we need to 
stay indoors and 
keep ourselves safe, 
fight the virus to-

gether. All of  that changed 
when I saw the cover pic-
ture of  First India newspa-
per, dated, April 5, showcas-
ing the ‘Perennial Tulip 
Delight’ and I thought to 
myself, I would do anything 
to spend one moment at this 
place. After checking the 
airport guidelines, fare of  
the tickets, hotel, safety pre-
cautions, I hopped in for an 
adventure of  two days, may-
be a little less than that. Af-
ter being tested negative, I 
proceeded further on my 
journey.  

As soon as the flight ap-
proached Srinagar, the tem-
perature began to drop, I 
saw the landscape change 
from hustling cities at the 
beginning to huge moun-
tains covered with snow as 
we prepared to land. I’m 
sure you must be aware, 
how at a touristy place, peo-
ple are ready to fetch you for 
an affordable ride and all 
you have to do is keep re-
peating the words, NO. As I 
took the local bus which 
took 35 minutes to reach my 
designated place, I saw the 
posters of  Tulip Garden, the 
beautiful valleys of  Srina-
gar, handicrafts and I decid-
ed on my way, which place 
would be perfect to go for 
shopping (Lal Chowk).

The first thing on my 

itinerary after checking 
in at Hotel Valley Holi-
days was to figure out a 
way to reach Indira 
Gandhi Memorial Tu-
lip Garden. The owner, 
Muneer Guroo who also 
became my tourist guide 
for the two-day journey ad-
vised me to visit Dal Lake 
as I might not get a chance 
to visit the same tomorrow. 
I took the advice, I left as 
soon as possible. I hired a 
shikara and we sailed until 
sundown, the owner of  the 
shikara tried teaching me 
how to row the tiny boat. 
Meanwhile, he named all 
the famous movies that 
were shot in the location, 
such as Bobby, Mission Im-
possible, but my mind wan-
dered among the clouds, I 
could see the mountains 
with their snowy caps and 
birds with their flight 
touching the sky and com-
ing down to the still lake. 
Everything felt magical and 
all of  a sudden it began to 
rain. Now, I love rains, what 
I do not love is rain added 
with cold weather in the 
middle of  a lake. The owner 
of  the shikara, acclaimed 
optimistically, and just like 
the weather, our life chang-
es, and we always figure out 
a way to survive. Must have 
been a philosopher in his 

p a s t 
life. After 
the rain stopped, he 
showed me Nehru 
Park Floating Post 
Office and in-built 
shops in Meena Bazar 
that were actually 
houseboats floating on 
water. I also caught the 
shopkeepers as they prayed 
their Namaaz after the an-
nouncement of  Azaan. Cus-
tomer was secondary to 
them before Allah. How 
wonderful! I wondered 
about the idea of  using this 
small boat as the means of  
daily travel commute in-
stead of  cars or bikes. The 
day came to an end, and as 
we sailed back to our initial 
location, I saw the reflec-
tion of  lights gently shim-
mering on the lake and I 
heard the sound of  water 
touching the oar.

The next day I woke up to 
the sound of  rain. I was 
worried if  I would be able to 
click any pictures during 

t h i s 
weather. 
But, as the seller at 
the ticket window 
mentioned, “Are 
you here to look at 
it through the lens 
or with your own 
eyes?” I entered the 
place. Asia’s largest Tulip 
Garden was written some-
where on the way, and yet, 
the entire place was empty. 
Nonetheless, when I en-
tered the place I knew it was 
Heaven on Earth. It felt pre-
cious to be here, to be able 
to witness colours in such 
immensity. There were 
rows of  Tulips one after an-

o t h -
er which 
seemed never-end-
ing, accompanied 
by the beautiful 
view of  the clouds 
and mountains. My 
soul jumped as I 
passed from one row 

to another. Spring had 
come. Apart from Tulips, I 
also saw a variety of  daf-
fodils, garden grape hya-
cinths, and cherry blos-

soms. Rain enhanced the 
quality of  flowers as if  dust 
had fallen from their face. 

Mother 

Nature is blissful in all its 
form. As we celebrate Earth 
Day today, let me remind our 
precious readers that it is 
important for all of  us to cel-
ebrate this day, because all 
such beauties will one day 
vanish if  aren’t careful 
about procuring it. Let’s 
save it before it turns out to 
be a burning living Hell for 
all of  us.
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SHIVANI JOSHI, Blogger

LEO
JULY 24 - AUGUST 23

Fingers may be pointed at 
you for something you are 
not responsible for at work. 
You can fi nd yourself fi tter 

with regular exercises. This is the 
time to strengthen the family bonds. 
A prime property may come into your 
name. Someone may do for you more 
than what was expected.

LIBRA 
SEPT 24 - OCTOBER 22

Financial worries can make 
some restless, but the 
situation will not be 
beyond redemption. A new 

project will proceed smoothly as you 
get help from all quarters. You will 
need to handle a tensed family 
member with sympathy. A property 
dispute can pit you against someone. 

ARIES
MAR 21 - APR 20

Those on medication will 
fi nd a distinct improvement 
in their condition. Those 
struggling to fi nd a 

solution to a workplace problem will 
succeed. A forthcoming family event 
is likely to raise your spirits. Those 
dealing with property issues may 
need to be careful.

SAGITTARIUS 
NOV 23 - DEC 22

Those ailing can expect their 
condition to improve. Not 
much gains on the monetary 
front are indicated. Those 

feeling restless in a particular job will 
be able to settle down in time. 
Interruptions on the domestic front are 
foreseen that will not allow you to do 
your own thing. 

GEMINI
MAY 21 - JUNE 21

Assistance of colleagues 
will help complete a project 
much before time. A family 
youngster is likely to make 

you proud. Don’t be hasty in matters 
pertaining to property. An entertain-
ing time with near and dear ones is 
foreseen. An expected raise or bonus 
is on the cards for some.

AQUARIUS
JAN 21 - FEB 19

It may be diffi cult to make a 
client accept your views on 
the professional front. Avoid 
indulging in speculation. 

Peak physical fi tness will make even 
strenuous activities seem like child’s 
play. Bad mood of a family member 
may spoil the domestic environment. 
Romance thrills, but can distract you.

TAURUS
APR 21 - MAY 20

You can feel overworked 
on the professional front. 
Judicious spending will 
fi nd your bank balance in a 

healthy state.  Spouse can expect a 
helping hand. Settling down in a new 
house is indicated for some. An 
invitation to a function may provide 
you an opportunity to meet someone.

CAPRICORN
DEC 23 - JAN 20

Your desire to increase 
earning may need to be put 
on hold temporarily till the 
time is right. Your health 

consciousness will keep you hale and 
hearty. Pending things on the home 
front may hinder offi cial work. Those 
looking to buy property are likely to 
get one at bargain price.

VIRGO
AUG 24 - SEP 23

You will manage to 
showcase your profes-
sional skills. Playing your 
cards well in a family 

situation will get you the support and 
attention you crave for. Taking 
possession of a new house may 
become a reality. You may not 
manage to keep an exercise routine.

CANCER
JUNE 22 - JULY 23

Problems faced on the 
health front show signs of 
disappearing completely. A 
deliberate attempt at 

saving is the only way you can repay 
your loans. Work front may appear a 
bit too demanding, but you will be 
able to handle it well. You will need 
to resist emotional tantrums by lover.

PISCES
FEB20 - MARCH 20

A friend will come to the 
rescue in bailing you out of 
a fi nancial situation. 
Inculcating physical 

workouts in your lifestyle will benefi t 
health. You will have enough to 
invest in a suitable property. Interest 
in whatever you have undertaken on 
the academic front may wane.

SCORPIO
OCT 23 - NOVEMBER 22

Those experiencing a cash 
crunch will manage to 
overcome it by tight 
budgeting. You may feel 

hesitant to broach a contentious 
issue with a rival at work. Good 
returns can be expected by those 
investing in property. Whatever you 
deal in today is likely to turn to gold.

YOUR 
DAY

Horoscope by 
Saurabbh Sachdeva

THE LAND OF 

Muneer Guroo who also 
became my tourist guide 
for the two-day journey ad-
vised me to visit Dal Lake 
as I might not get a chance p a s t 

that were actually 
houseboats floating on 
water. I also caught the 
shopkeepers as they prayed 
their Namaaz after the an- t h i s 

it through the lens 
or with your own 
eyes?” I entered the 
place. Asia’s largest Tulip 
Garden was written some-
where on the way, and yet, o t h -

to another. Spring had 

soms. Rain enhanced the 
quality of  flowers as if  dust 
had fallen from their face. 

soul jumped as I 
passed from one row 

Mother 
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MAPPING LOVE
CITY FIRST

A
ce filmmaker 
Ashwiny Iyer 
Tiwari, had 
initially an-

nounced her debut novel 
‘Mapping Love’ with 

sharing a teaser on so-
cial media. She has 
now put her novel on 
hold, owing to the un-
precedented pandem-
ic situation. The nov-
el, which was earlier 
set to release on 21st 
May has been put on 
hold for the time be-
ing. Taking to her 
social media, the 
filmmaker put out 
her official state-
ment. Ashwiny 
had shared an-

nounced the book 
with a beautiful 
teaser, to rightfully 
capture the essence 

of  the book. 

B
illie Eilish seems to be prepared to 
drop some big news and she decided 
to give her fans a bit of  a tease ahead 
of  it. The Grammy Award-winning 

singer who recently went platinum blonde 
and shocked her fans with her new look 

may now be hinting at an upcoming 
album or a new song with her 
latest post. Eilish shared a pic-

ture of  herself  sporting 
the blonde bob and along 
with it shared a cryptic 

caption suggesting that a big 
announcement was due. 

Along with the picture, the 
Bad Guy singer wrote, “Things 

are comingggg.” —Agency
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50 Shades fame actress Dakota 
Johnson will reportedly be 
starring in streaming giant 
Netflix‘s new movie, Per-

suasion, which is an adaptation of  Jane 
Austen’s famed novel. Broadway di-
rector, Carrie Cracknell, will be mak-
ing her feature film debut for the 
project. No release date has been 
revealed at this time. The film will 
focus on “Anne Elliot, a headstrong 
woman living with her snobby fam-
ily on the brink of  bankruptcy. Un-
married and 27-years-old, Anne 
reconnects with a man she was 
once persuaded to reject 
and faces a second 
chance at love.”

—Agency

V eteran actor Kishore 
Nandlaskar passed 
away on April 20, due 
to coronavirus-related 

complications. He was 81. A 
popular figure in the Marathi 
film industry, Kishore also 
made a mark in the Hindi film 
industry with memorable roles 
in films such as Vaastav, Jis 
Desh Mein Ganga Rehta Hai, 
Singham, Simmba, to name 
a few. Some of his notable 
performances in Hindi films 
include Govinda-starrer “Jis 
Desh Mein Ganga Rehta 
Hain”, Sanjay Dutt’s “Vaastav”, 
Ajay Devgn’s “Singham” and 
“Simmba” starring Ranveer 
Singh. He was last seen in 
Mahesh Manjrekar web-series 
“1962: The War In The Hills”.

—Agency

I
t’s a difficult 
time for ac-
tress Hina 
Khan as her 

father passed 
away. Khan’s 
dad breathed 
his last today 
on April 20, fol-
lowing a cardi-
ac arrest. The 
actress was very close to her father and used 
to often share pictures with him on social me-
dia. Even through various interviews, Hina 
had shared her bond with her dad. Hina was 
shooting in Kashmir for her new music video 
with Shaheer Sheikh when she got the news. 
The actress will try to take the first flight to 
Mumbai. —Agency

B
ollywood ac-
tor Ayush-
mann Khur-
rana, on 

Wednesday, cele-
brated his daughter 
Varushka Khurra-
na’s 7th birthday by 
sharing an endear-
ing post of  her on 
social media. The 
‘Dum Laga Ke Hai-
sha’ actor took to 
his Instagram han-
dle and shared a throwback picture of  his 
baby girl from their last trip to the Bahamas, 
before the COVID pandemic in 2020. —Agency

B
ollywood star 
Sonu Sood on 
Tuesday tweet-
ed in support 

of  students in Goa who 
are demanding post-
ponement of  Class X 
and XII exams in the 
wake of  Covid-19 re-
lated cases. “When all 
over the country the 
exams are postponed there is no way it should 
be held in Goa and other states, I request @
EduMinOfIndia requests the remaining states 
not to put lives of  these students at risk. We 
have a bigger battle to fight now. #postpone-
exams2021,” Sood tweeted. —Agency

W
hile he 
awaits the 
theatrical 
release of  

his production, 
Chehre, starring Am-
itabh Bachchan and 
Emraan Hashmi, pro-
ducer Anand Pandit’s 
other project, Thank 
God, has also been af-
fected by the second wave of  the pandemic. A 
shooting stint of  the Ajay Devgn, Sidharth 
Malhotra and Rakul Preet Singh-starrer was 
slated for this month, but has now been de-
ferred. “We had planned another schedule, 
but production has come to a standstill,” says 
Pandit. —Agency

P
op singer Demi Lovato re-
cently posted two photos 
to indicate she is celebrat-
ing 420. The 28-year-old 

entertainer took to her social 
media to post about the marijua-
na-themed holiday, “Happy 420,” 
Demi captioned one of  the pho-
tos on her Instagram Story, 
which featured her own song 
“California Sober.” Demi has 
been labelling her sobriety as 
“California Sober,” which, for 
her, means she’s not restricting 
herself  from marijuana or al-
cohol.  —Agency

eality TV star Kim Kar-
dashian is interested in 
dating again after her 
split from Kanye West. 
After the couple filed for 
divorce last month, they 
are now in the middle of  

divorce proceedings. Now, a 
source also spoke out about if  

Kim will date again. She loved 
being out in Miami and felt like 
herself  again. Kim has also ex-
pressed if  the right person came 
along, she’d be interested in dat-
ing again. She doesn’t want any-
thing serious anytime soon but 
she’s been liking connecting with 
people.” “People are reaching out 

through mutual friends and 
people that she’s worked 
with to set her up 
with everyone 
from royal 
family.” —
Agency
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Thank God? 
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New project!

Spring 
LOVE

G
igi Hadid has been 
blessing our Ins-
tagram with 
g l i m p s e s 

into her mommy 
life with baby 
Khai and fans 
are more 
t h a n 
t h r i l l e d 
about it. 
After shar-
ing gorgeous 
spring pictures 
from a Pennsyl-
vania farm, Had-
id’s latest post featur-
ing Khai is sure to leave 
everyone gushing about her 
Zayn Malik’s adorable daughter. 
Gigi recently took to Instagram 
to share pictures ahead of  her 
birthday this week.

—Agency
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CITY    BUZZGET VACCINATED

STAY MASKED  

The brightest 
star in the sky

CITY FIRST

F
arid Sabri, the famous ‘Sabri Broth-
ers’ fame in the country and abroad, 
died on Wednesday in Rajasthan. 
He was admitted to the Vedanta Su-

per Specialty Hospital in Ajmer on Tues-
day night due to sudden illness, where he 
breathed his last at 8.00 Wednesday. He 
was 58 years old. Farid Sabri’s brother 

Amin Sabri shared that “Farid Sabri 
was unwell for the past 4-5 days 
and was also suffering from pneu-
monia. His health worsened last 

night. He died due to lung infection 
and pneumonia.” Amin Sabri said that 

his brother didn’t test positive for COV-
ID-19. Farid Sabri was cremated at Mis-
kin Shah cemetery at Ghat Gate accord-
ing to the customs. Farid Sabri and Amin 
Sabri, who hailed from Jaipur’s Ram-
ganj, gained prominence as ‘Sabri Broth-
ers’. The brothers and their father Saeed 
Sabri performed qawwali at several 
events held in Indian and abroad. 

RESTORE OUR EARTH
or certain years 
now, we have been 
talking about sav-
ing our planet and 
letting it breathe. 
Humans are known 
for exhausting re-

sources that has been made 
available to us through na-
ture. I understand that we 
have come too far to mend 
things for the better, but, 
have we taken any step fur-
ther to make our planet 
more breathable? Do we con-
sider walking over motor-
bikes whenever not neces-
sary? Have we increased the 
usage of  plastic pens even 
though it’s the kind of  thing 
that gets lost every once in a 
while? What are the little 
steps that we can take to ‘Re-
store our Planet’. Here are 
some of  the thoughts of  peo-
ple who have dedicated their 
services to preserve nature.

Being involved in saving 
the world from the diasters 
of  plastic, Khamu Ram 
from Jodhpur mentioned, 
“We think that we are trying 
to cheat the planet by mak-
ing things easier for us, easy 
ways to carry goods, but this 
invention has pushed us 
back in time. We have an 
easier way to carry our 

things but harder means to 
breathe, as plastic pollutes 
the environment. A fight 
with plastic can and will 
change the world.” 

Whereas Rohan Singh, a 
web content creator from Ra-
jasthan mentioned, “Climate 
change is real and we have 
been feeling the difference, 
as the summers have become 
way too hotter than usual. 
We have been at home for the 
past year, why not try plant-
ing trees in our own environ-
ment, contribute a little and 
make an effort.” 
Adding further her thoughts, 
a student and an environ-
ment enthusiast Kanisha  
from Gujarat added, “I feel 
when we take responsibility 
for someone we try to make 
things better for them like 
our parents. I urge my 
friends to put water for the 
wandering birds on their 
terraces. It doesn’t take  
much.”

Talking about new inno-
vative ideas for saving the 
enviornment, Albin Thom-
as Albin Thomas from Luc-
know mentioned, “It is 
tempting when I look at a 
product and it is wrapped 
perfectly in plastic. It is hard 
to opt for products that do 
they levy the disadvantage 
of  making our planet worse, 
but, I have lately discovered 
a biodegradable pen with 
plantable seeds and I think 
this could change the world 
if  we all start using it!”

SUSHMITA AIND
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in
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Albin Thomas, UP Kanisha, GUJ Rohan Singh, RAJ

Critique of Pure Reason
Nikhil Tiwari

I
mmanuel Kant is a 
known name in the 
grounds of  Philoso-
phy. Today, as we cel-

ebrate his birth anni-
versary, let us trace 
back to one of  his most 
important contribu-
tion. Kant’s Critique of  
Pure Reason has been 
the most obscure and 
excessively difficult 

text since the day of  its 
publication. It challeng-

es the foundation of  
reason and rationalism. 

He induces the idea of  
faith among human-
kind. Reason is alluded 
by the presence of  emo-
tion. He also puts for-
ward the importance of  
discipline, as according 
to him, ‘Man is by na-
ture raw and wild.’ 
Kant’s observation does 
not lead to a conclusion, 
but, it further questions 
the difference between 
faith and reason.

SAD DEMISE!QUEEN OF VIRTUE!

LITTLE CHERUB!

HAPPY B’DAY!

Rajendra Karan, a 
senior artist hailing 
from Lucknow, 
known for his 
expendable strokes 
of brushes on 
canvas, left for his 
heavenly abode 
on Wednesday. 
Rajendra Karan 
complained of 
breathing issues 
and was refused 
admittance at any 
of the hospitals 
without the CMO 
papers and breathed 
his last before any 
treatment could 
happen.

An ace photographer and a photojournalist, Ashutosh 
Tripathi captured a snap of his daughter as she was 
decked up on the occasion of Ram Navami.

IAS Sandeep 
Bhagia celebrated 
his birthday on 
Wednesday, April 
21. We wish him 
all the best!

Paintings: An Art of Expression

A
rt is an ex-
pression of  
freedom, cre-
ativity and 

emotions. It depicts 
the visual an artist ex-
periences and shares 
with the world. Be it an 
abstract, contempo-
rary or figurative art 
form. It is an illusion 
of  a world that consists 
of  artistic elements to 
an extent where it 
seems colourful, cheer-
ful and alluring. It is 
an escape from reality 
to wander in thoughts 

and create something 
unique. Art sometimes 
initiates change, ex-

press impressions that 
even words fail to de-
scribe.  To know what 

inspires the artists to 
create vivid master-
pieces, City First con-
versed with a few art 
creators about their 
artistry. Ambrish 
Mishra, a contempo-
rary artist, shared his 
thoughts behind creat-
ing his artwork and 
said, “Through my 
paintings, I try to cre-
ate a harmony between 
human and nature, 
around fantasy and 
reality, with a variety 

of  mystical effects 
arising from the line, 
colour and their coin-
cidence. My paintings 
are similar to my diary, 
it expresses the emo-
tions inside me. Paint-
ing is something which 
has helped me depict 
my conflicting 
thoughts during the 
tough times of  lock-
down.” 

 Whereas Dheeraj 
Yadav, an abstract & 
folk artist, inclined art 

since childhood. He 
said, “Painting is soul-
feeding. It gives an in-
dependent view to un-
derstand and describe 
anything. My painting 
series ‘Mysterious 
lines’ is a depiction of  
books’ lifespan, and 
how it’s tossed aside. It 
later goes on to illus-
trate the Rajputana 
culture and heritage. 
The lines, colours and 
figures depict the royal 
culture beautifully.” 

 For some, it’s a 
childhood dream to be 
an artist, for others, it 
is maestros like MF 
Hussain, who are in-
spirations for millions 
and Bhupendra Astha-
na. Bhupendra Astha-
na, an artist, print-
maker and art curator 
said, “By being an art-
ist and a curator, I am 
constantly trying to 
understand the art as 
well as to connect the 
common people with 
the arts, with all the 
art forms, techniques 
and mediums in this 
field. These days I am 
working in black and 
white illustration. It 
has also originated 
from the methods of  
printmaking.”

To know what 
inspires the 
artists to cre-
ate vivid mas-
terpieces, City 
First spoke to a 
few art creators, 
learning about 
their artistry!

MONICA 
PRABHAKAR
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

Mrs Uttar Pardesh- 
Queen of Virtue 2021 
has initiated a platform 
that would create a 
chance for women 
to empower other 
women, The beauty 
pageant will polish their 
personal development, 
communication skills 
and build up confidence. 
The auditions for Mrs 
Uttar Pardesh 2021 will 
begin in various cities in 
August. Registrations for 
the pageant kick-started 
online on Wednesday.

Khamu Ram, RAJ

Ambrish Mishra’s painting on adverse circumstances 
during lockdown Bhupendra Asthana’s work on Figurative Art

Dheeraj Yadav’s painting ‘Mysterious Lines’.

Farid Sabri

Immanuel Kant
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